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=: and Lexham. He died. January 
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ws elle outline, must have been 
4 useless and inipitl, as it was 
rt and retire Not bach, hows 
1 3 ever, will be the qudgment uf 
chose whom experience or obser- 
vation may have taught more 
justly to appteciate' the charucter 
of an exemplary 'parish Priest. 
Such will bs aware, that to constl- 
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” of. oy und; wy parignee, that 


a marked detestation of vice mugt = 


be made consistent with unabated 
charity for the offender, that 
the conduct of the man must ne- 
ver be at variance with the pre- 
cepts of the pregeher. that re- 
proof must he tempered with gen- 
tleness! faith be made manifest by 
works; and bea be direqad by 

; knowledge: | e 2 
Whoever, n stimate 
che advantages which _ to 50 
ciety from the exertians of a man 
at ance sufficiently dignified and 
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conciliating to (c rep NF rel. 
% and exhort with all ire Wafer 
1 81 ing and doctrine; 30 ho can 


win over the rich to eren 5 
and charity; J and the poor to ho- 
nest industry and contentment : bet} 
above all, whoever reflects on the 
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blessedness of turning but one 


* 1 


sinner from the error of his ways 
unto righteousness, will admit, that 
when the conscientious discharge | 
of such duties is chosen by any 
one as the basis on which to build 
his character, his labours (albeit 
hidden in the deepest retirement) 
are still directed to an end not 


unworthy the commendation of 


the 


1 ha follow; ng _ discourses: « con- 
stitute the Principal labours of 
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their author in his ministry. The 


pecies of . merit, on which their 

editor founds his hope of their 
being well received by the pub- 
lic, is their plainness: and it was 
with a. reference to this quality 
that he has intimated in the title 
page the au ditors to whom they 
were delivered. The reader is re- 
quested to carry this in, his recol- ; 
lection while he peruses th em; 
because it accounts for, and gives 
a value to, their great simplicity 
1 of 
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language; and is, at the same time, 
a Mark of- the ca 


refulness with 
Which heir author aceomodated 
self do che duties of his stu- 
ation. How far he was success 
ful in this branch of his Christian 
duty, the publication of them will 
enable many to judge. how 
well is conduct adeorded with 
bis precepts can be known only | 
Within the limits of a less ex- 
tended circle. Not a few, how- 
ever, can bear testimony 10 4 
temper unruffled by accidents, and 
a cheerfulness which never de- 
generated into levity: to much 


learn- 
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Serv ed, J and . decorum which re- 


pressed the forward: to kind- 


ness in general intercourse, and 
warmth in particular friendship: 
to active charity and unwearied 


zeal for the relief of the tempo- 
ral and. spiritual wants of all 


around him. The few who knew 
him still more intimately Wit» 


nessed the exact fulfi Iment of the | 


duties of a Son, a Brother, an 


ment Which csuld diseern trails | 

ties, and a enadoar /whith failed 
not to extenuate them: to affa- 

5 biliey which encouraged the re- 
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the writer of these sermons makes 


it certain that they were not pre- 
pared, or indeed intended, by him, 
for publication. They are the dis- 
courses he preached 1 in the execu- 
tion of his parochial duty. It is 
possible therefore that they may 
contain passages taken from other 
writers, and which are unacknow- 2 
ledged. The editor knows not that 
they are liable to this censure : 
wherever his own recollection has 


enabled - 
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covery, * * it out: 
if more such instances are to be 
found (he trusts ey are not) he | 
begs the blame may rest with him, 
not with the deceased writer, who 
certainly never intended to. have 
made chis use of them. In fact, 
the editor was urged to publish 
the sermons, as he found them, by 
some of the neighbouring friends 
of the deceased; Who having 
witnessed the good effects they 
produced in the parishes 1 in Which 
they were delivered, wished to 
give them a more extended CiF- 
culation. | Sram 
One 


| ADVERTISEMENT. u 


Ot topic w 
great earnestness and success, was 


a frequent attendance on the Sa- 


crament of the Lord” J Supper. 


Of his discourses on this subject 


but one will be found 1 in this col- 


lection ; because, in his life- time, 1 
he digested the others into the 
= form of a pamphlet, which he 


published ; and which was pro- 
ductive of very beneficial effects 
in his neighbourhood, as well by 


removing the scruples of the fear- 
ful, as by awakening the attention 


of the negligent, and informing 
the minds. of the uninstructed. 
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Rev. William Girdlestone, Killing 
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Hon: Mr. A. Grey, Trinity a act 


Rev. Dr. Gooch, Prebendary of Ely oat 
Dr. Girdlestone, Yarmouth l 3 Pr” 
705 Girdlestone e | 
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John Girardot, Esq. Kilham, . 108+ t 


George Gippe, Esq. M. P. Doan ET OO WT; 


William Gilpin, Esq. 
Francis Glanville, Exq. - | 
Mr. Glover, Caius College, Camtbridge N 

Godfrey, Esq. a ef $222 6 by als 
John Godbold, Esq. 2 copies. ines AK. 
Mrs. Gordon, Lynn 2 0 5 
Rev. William Gooch, Felsham 
Joshua Grigby, Esq. 3 copies r AR 
Joshua Grigby, Jun. Esq. 3 copies N 
Mrs. Grigby | | 
Charles Grigby, Esq. 

Rev. George Grigby, Caius College, Cambridge 

Miss Grigby . 

Mrs. Green, Bury 

Mrs. Green, Norwich 

Mrs. Green, Elsing 
Capt. Grant, Grafton-street 
Francis Gregor, Esq. 
Mrs. Graves, Bath 
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Thomas Graham, Es. Gower-street SLIT 
James Graham, Esq. Lincoln's Inn Fields 


Rev. Mr. Own, Icklingham 


Earl of Harcourt = 
Countess of Harcourt 

Right Hon. Lady Hawkesbury | 5 
Sir H. Hawley, Bart. Harley-street, Cavendiah-oquare 
Lady Hales, Cavendish- square | 
Rev. Francis Haggitt, Prebendary of Durham 
Rev. Dr. Hey, Prebendary of Rochester 
Rev. Dr. Hughes | "= 
Dr. Heath, Fakenham | L 
Benjamin Harrison, Esq. Lee, Kent 
Mrs. Hamilton, Greenwich 
Rev. Mr. Hayes 0 
Thomas Hare, Esq. Stow Hall | 
Hugh Hare, Esq. Hargham 
Mrs. H. Hare e 
Rev. James Hare, Strata; Wilts 
Miss Hare, Shrivenham, Berks 
Rev. John Haggitt, Clare Hall 3 copies | 
Rev. G. Haggitt, Rushton. 3 copies | 
Rev. G. Haggitt, Fellow of Pembroke Coll. Camb. 

| Rev. H. Hasted, Bury | 
Mrs. Hales, Lynn 
John Hales, Esq, Lynn 
Mr. Hardwicke, Wisbeach | | 
William Hanbury, Esq. enen Northamptonshire 
Mrs. Hanbury » 
Mr. Harrington, Bury 5 ; 
Rev, Robert Hankerson, Lynn 
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Mrs. Holden, Coptford Hall, Essex 
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+ Rev. Horace Hammond; 75 
Mrs. Halsey, Bury 


Rev. C. Haynes, ditto 7 ; U 


Mrs. Hamond, Norwich 8 | 
Mr. Hawes, Bardwell, Suffolk FVV 
Major Harwood, Wood e FIN Rs 

Rev. H. Harrison, Eye ox tt be 

Mrs. Heigham, Bury. 3 . | 

John Heigham, Esq. Hunston 1 3 FBS: at 
Rev. Henry Heigham, Rattlesden - | g 
Mrs. H. Heigham 1 2 
Rev. Mr. Hewitt, Fellow of Queen? s Collgs 
Mrs. Ann Hewet, Bury 


Rev. John Hepworth, North Walcham | 


R. F. Hewman, Hockering 
Wm. Herring, Esq. n 
Mrs. Heron 

Miss Eliza Heron 

Rev. H. Hill, Buxhal! 

Mr. Money Hill, Waterden , 
Kev. Mr. Hicks, Wilbrahan | £34] 
Mrs. Hicks, Watton © — e 4 


Mrs. Hibbart | 
H. J. Hinchliffe, Esq. e wa 
E. Hinchliffe, Esq. Gt. George-street, Hanover-square 


Mr. Hogg, Lynn 
Miss Hogg, ditto 


George Hoare, Esq. Twyford Lodge, Winchester 


. Mrs. Hoare 


Mr. H. Hoare, Mitcham 
R. Hole, Esq. Trinity College 
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Rev. J. Holme, ne Hall 

Wm. Hoste, Esq. men ar 
Mrs. W. Hoste | mama 
Rev. Dixon Hoste, Godwrick | 


Mrs. Hoste 7 


Miss Hoste „ 

Thomas Holt, Esq. 

Rev. Mr. Howes, Clare, Hall, Cambridge. 
Richard Howard, Esq. Castle Rising 
Mrs. Holroyd, en, 

Mrs. Hovell, London . 


T. Hotchin, Es. Clare Hall, Combrie 
Mrs. F. Horne, Clapham jive, 


Mrs. E. Horne, ditto . 
Miss Horsman, ditto T% | 4 


John Houblen, Esq. Nr Essex 5 


Rev. R. Humphrey, Thorpe 
Rev. J. Humphrey, — 
— Hyde, Esq. nn. 

Mrs. Hyde 
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Mrs. Hunnueman, King-atreet, Weotmineter 


Lady Tones, Wide tb Bath 


Rev. Dr. Jackson, Dean of Christ Church 


Rev. Dr. Jowett, Cambridge 


Mr. James, Leadenhall-street 


Rev. Mr. Jenyns, Qui Hall 
William Jesser, Esq. Hackney 
Rev. C. Jefferson 

Mrs. Jewson, Mangreen, Norfolk 
Mr. Jermyn, bookseller, Ipswich 
Mr. Image, Bennet College | 


Henry Jodrill, Esq. Bayfield, Norfolk 
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Rev. J. Johnson, LL.B. Od N 
Mrs. Johnson, Bury : of 2 5 Fx 85 * a a 4 435 1 : 


Rev. P. Johnson, Ingworth n 8 W. 
Mrs. Mary Johnson, Norwich 
Rev. Henry Jowett, Dunham ; 
F. Jones, Esq. Clare Hall, Og 


Miss Iremongye; 8 
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Right Ha, Lady Mary Knollis 

Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Killala 

Sir Charles Kent, Bart. R 

Lady Kent 

Rev. Dr. King, Chancellor af Lincoln 

Rev. Dr. Knowles 8 5 
Thomas Kelsell, Esq. Orbit, 2 * 
Rev. R. Kedington, Rougham A 
Cranmer Kenrick, Esq. Boston 

Rev. Mr. Eule, 3 een 


Mrs. Kent, Fulham 
Rev. Mr. Kett 
Mrs. Keene, Charles-street, Perkley-aquar 


Thomas Kingscote, Esq. Randall Surry 

Mrs. Kingscote 

Rev. S. Kilderbee, Calls Ash 

Mrs. Kirby, Ipswich 

Charles Kite, Esq. Milton Terrace, Gravesend | 
Mr. Joshua Kitson, Bury 
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Right Rev: the Lord Bishop of Lincoln hb} L.* * 


Honourable and Rev. Charles e Wisbeach, 
Honourable Mrs..Lindsay «4 - | 


Lady Lloyd, Lower Seymouretret. 3 copies 


Dean of Lincoln Ho diol in. Pn 15 ; 14 
Rev. Dr. Lynch, ee of r | 
Robert Ladbroke, Esq..M: P. Gatton L a 
Rev. J. Lamb wy 

Robert Lawton, Esq. A 

Rev. H. Lawton, Ashbocking 6 „ as 
Mr. J. Lawton, an. 2 agg 8 te ee cart 
Miss Lawton SET TY ORE” 3; 
Rev. Joseph Lathbury; Livermere | 

Miss C. Lathbury 


| Rev. Mr. Landon, Sidney Calleg, Cambridge d 


Daniel Lee, Esq. 


R. A. Lee, Esq. Ingoldesthorpe 


Mrs. L' Strange, Norwich 


Mrs. Leathes, Herringfleet Hall. 2 — 
Mrs. Lemon, Bury 1 


Thomas Littler, Esq. Gatton Park, Surry + 


Mr. Littlehales, Trinity Ocllogs: IS LI 
Litcham Book Society b old at ef] 


Mr. Lloyd, Peter House 8 
Mrs, Lloyd, Norwich © .:*. 7 445 qiid4 
Rev. Mr. Loder, Hinton, Berks dy b2] = 
Rev. Edward Lockwood, EET rs" 


Miss Lockwood | A e 0 


Charles Long, Esq. sanmundbam e bt ontfh 
Mrs. Long | | a bf Fe eli | 
William Long, Exq. 1 | . TY 
Mrs. Love, Dereham. | 2 . 
Mrs. Lobb, Elsing 
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Mrs. Marsh, Norwich 1 11 
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Rev. J. Lodge, Henley Hs Rect be nov e 11 
Thomas Lonabe, eg Camdridge/ 16 se 
Rev. Bridgman Luxmore, King's Coll. Cambridge 
John Lubboek, Eq.” Stratford" Place. 3 copies 
Mr. w. H. Lin Bookseller, Condens 6 a 
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Sir Roger Mostyn, Bart. r 
Rev. S. G. Marsh, Woodford” 
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Rev. Mr. Mansfield, E 
Rev. W. Macklin, Bradfield _ rid, 5 
Peter Maber, Eq Foz Hat een 4.04; Pk 
Thomas Maynard, Esq. Hoxne I 
Mrs. Maynard e Fa e 0 ot 

Rev. R. Marriott, Needham ene e 
J. H. Maw,: Reg. Epworth, Eincolnstire 
Mr. John May, On 50 by oy revs; 9. i 
Mrs. don a er e oh 
Rev. Mr. Maltby, Rok” ae 7 
Rev. G. Mathew, Bury goal? +551 ee mk 


Philip Metcalfe, oY 220 P. MN e Ji 
G. Mete, E.. dE volt 


E nn lg font Tod bun vaf 
Philip Metcalfe, Esq. Jun. boon tal rab 
Miss Metcalfe n 20% heul 
Miss M. Metcalfe io OT. > 
Miss J. Metcalfe T n d 
Rev. Thomas Methold, stonham - | 

Mrs. Methold 
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William Meeke, Esg. 83 
Rev. Edward Mellish, East „ Twdentam | 
Mrs. E. Miller, Bury. 1 5 
John Milles, Ezq. :...; 
Richard Milles, Esq. North, 
Mrs. Milles. 10 copies | 
Mrs. Mary Milles 
Mrs. Charles Milles, Canterbury 
| Miss Milles, ditto 
| Miss Milles, Queen-street, May F air 
Rev. E. Mills, Bury | 
William Middleton, Esq. Sen 
Mrs. Middleton | 
Henry Middleton, E8gq. | 
John Micklethwaite, Esq. Hilborough 
George Mowbray, Esq. Grafton street 
John Moseley, Esq. Owsden 
Rev. Richard Moseley, Drinkston. 3 copies 
J. Mortlock, Esq. Cambridge 
Miss Mortlock, Woodbridge | 
Rev. Charles Mordaunt, Massingham 
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Mr. Charles Money, Rainham 
Mrs. Moyser. 3 copies | 
James Mure, Es g. 
Mrs. Mure | | ö 
Rev. Thomas C. Munnings, Beetley 
Mrs. Mytton, Halestone 


Her Gs the Duchess of N l 


Dean of Norwich 
Rev. Dr. Napleton, Prebendary of Hereford 
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Charles Mordaunt, Esq. Christ College, Oxford 


Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Norwich. 3 copies 
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Mrs. Nash; Bury . 
Mrs. Newdigate, Bath 
Rev. Mr. Nesfield, Wickhambwook 
Mr. Thomas Nelson, Dereham 
Miss Neweome, Devonshire- square 
Mr. Nelthorpe, Lynford | . 
Mrs. Nelthorpe 5 
Rev. Mr. Norris, Tatterford 
Rev. Mr. Norris, Fakenham 
Mrs. North, Ringstead - / 
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Lady Oxenden 

Rev. Dr. Onslow, Dean of Woreester 
Rev. Dr. Ord, Fornham 

Mrs. Ord 

Orbell Oakes, Esq. Bury 

Rev. James Oakes, Wereham 

Charles O'Hara, Esq. 

Rev. Mr. Oldershawe, Harpley 

Mrs. Oldershawe 

Rev. N. T. Orgill, Worlingham 

J. Osborn, Esq. New Norfolk-street, Grosvenor - square 
Rev. Richard Oswin, Wisbech * 
P. E. Ottey, Esq. Kensington 

William Ottley, Esq. Cambridge 

Mrs. * N 
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Right Hon. William Pitt 

Right Hon. Lady Elizabeth Percy 
Right Hon. Lady Julia Percy 
Right Hon. Lady Agnes Percy 
Right Hon, Lady Emily Percy 
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Hon. and Rev. G. Pelham, Cambridge Do, 
Lady Peyton, Hagbech-Hall. 15 copies 
Sir Henry Peyton, Bart, 7 e W hs 
Miss Peyton et IT TA 
Miss C. Peyton F ogts | 


Mr. Peyton | 181 
Rev. Dr. Pretyman, Chancellor of 1 


| Rev. Dr. Postlewaite, Master of Trinity Coll, Camb, 
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| Rev. Dr. W. Pinchbeck, Spalding Bs 
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Rev. Mr. Parke, Downham 
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Rev. Henry Patterson, Weston | on; 
Rev. Mr, Pares, Harborough 

Rev. H. B. Pacey, Boston 
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Mrs Parry | 4 
Rev. William Palgrave, E 
Mrs. Paye, Woodbridge | 

Mrs. Palmer, Bury 

Niss Pate, Bury | 

Miss Peshall, Cambridge | 

David Pennant, Esq. Rose-Hill, Denbighoice 
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Rev. D. Pettiward, Coddenham N | 
Rev. Mr. Pett, Student of Christ Church | 
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Rev. Mr. Phillips, Welnetham 1 
T. P. Phipps, Es: Little Green, Sussex. 3 copia 
T. B. Plastow, Esq. Watlington 1 
Rev. J. D. Plestow, Ipswich # 
Rev. - Plumbtree, Clare Hall, Cambridge 
Rev. G. Plampin, Melford 

Rev. Charles Platt, Queen's my 

John Harcourt Powell, mow” 
Mrs. Powell WCET 

Rev. James Powell, Britterswell, Leicestershire 
Mrs. Pocklington, Serjeants Inn | 
| Rev. J. Poley, Boxted 

| Rev. W. Poley, Hartesot '" 

Mrs. Weller Poley, Melford N 

Miss Ponsonby, Llangollen e 

Charles Poole, Esq. Somerset House OF. 
Rev. H. Porter, Fellow of Trinity College,Camdridge 
Rev: Gunton Postle, Swaff ham 
Mr. John Pond, Dereham | 
John Polhill, Esq. Harley-street 
Mrs. Polhill, Cavendish-square 
Miss Polhill 

E. B. Pratt, Esq. Riston Hou: 
Mrs. Pratt | 

Mrs. Pratt, East Dereham : 
Rev. St. John Priest, Master of Scams School 
Rev. Richard Priest, Reepham 

Rev. Mr. Proctor, Fellow of Catharine Hall 
Rev. C. Prideaux, Bourn Place, Padstow, Denen 
Mrs. Preston, Beeston, Norfolk | 
Rev. G. Preston, M. A. Trinity College 
Charles Purvis, Esq. 


Miss Quince, Honington 
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Sir John Rous, Bart. Darsham-Hall | 


Lady Rous 

Sir Walter Rawlinson, Stow-Hall 

Lady Rawlinson 

Dean of Rochester 

Rev. Dr. Radcliffe, Prebendary of Canterdury / 
Rev. Dr. Routh, President of Magdalen s 
Rev. Dr. Randolph, Canon of Christ Church. 2 8 


Rev. Thomas Randolph, Kent 


Rev. Herbert eee gg ee - 


Col. Ramsden 
Mrs. Ramsden 
Rev. O. Ray, Tostock 


Mrs. Ray, Colchester 


Mr. Rackham, Bury. 2 copies 
N. Raven, Esq. Litcham 


Mr. Raven, surgeon, ditto 


Mr. P. Raven, jun. ditto 
Mrs. Rainsford, Finedon 


Rev. Mr. Reynolds 


Mrs, Ridsdale, Ipswich 


D. Richards, Esq. n Somersetshire, 2 __ 
Mrs. Richards | 


Mrs. Riley, Narford-Hall 5 8 
Rev. Mr. Roundell, Gladstone-House, Vorkshire 


Rev. Mr. Robertson, Ravensworth, e 
Rev. Love erg Ryburgh 55 5 


Mrs. Rose, Bury 


Rev. W. L. Rose, Whitton, near Daventry 
Rev. Mathew Robinson, 3 Berks 


Rev. Colin Roope 


Rev. H. Roper, Charlton, Kent 
Blaney Roper, Esq. Charlotte- street, Portland Place 


George Rouse, Esq. Lincoln's Inn Fields 
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Mrs. G. Rouse : 
| Rolfe, Esq. Heacham 
Mrs. Rolfe 
Mr. E. Rolfe, Sinks 


Mrs. E. Rolfe 0 | 
Rev. Robert Rolfe, Saham Tong, Norfolk 
Mrs. Rogers, Bury 

Rev. Mr. Rutton, ds Kent 

Mrs. — eee 


Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Saliobury , 
Dowager Countess Spencer 

Right Hon. Lord Sondes 

Right Hon. Lady Sondes 

Lady Sherbourne, Holkham 

Lady Horatio Seymour 

Rev. Sir James Stonehouse, Bart. | 
Rev. Dr. Sandby, Chancellor of N orwich 
Rev. Dr. Sumner, Bath : 

Dr. Symonds, Bury | 

Rev. J. B. Sams, ditto 

Rev. Mr. Say, Downham 
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W. Sawbridge, Esq. Jun. Haddon, Northamptonahir 


Col. Schutz, Bury 


Fran. Schutz, Esq. Welbeck⸗street, eee 


Miss Sophia Schutz, ditto 


Miss Schutz, Henrietta-street, Cavendish-square 
Jos. Scrope, Esq. Long Sutton, Leicestershire. 2 copies 


Mrs. Scott, Catton Oy 
William Scott, Esq. Canterbury 

Rev. Thomas Scotman, Risby 

Rev. B. Seale, A. B. St. John's College 
Mrs. Sewell, Stratton | 
 Miss Serocold, Hinton 
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Henry Styleman, Esq. Snettisham, 
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Miss Shaw, Boston : 

Mrs. Shipley, Bolton-row, Bath 

Miss C. L. Shipley i 

Mr. Martin Sheath, Boston 

Joseph Shrimpton, Esq: Bedford- square 


Mark Singleton, Esq. 


Mr. R. Sill, Clare Hall, Cambridge 


Rev. Mr. Sly, Carleton, Northamptonshire | | 


William Smith, Esq. M. P. | 
R. H. Smith, Esq. Peter House, Cambridge 
Rev. Charles Smith, Norwich 

Rev. Joshua Smith, Holt 


Mr. Thomas Smith, Attorney, Dereham 8 


Mr. Smith, Surgeon, Bury 

Mrs. Smith, Cambridge 

Mrs. G. Smith, Bath | 

Rev. Mr. Solt, Bexwell 

Rev. Walter Spenlove 

Mr. Speare, Clare Hall, ce 
Mr. E. Sparke, Bury 


| Mrs. J, Sparke, Walsham 


Rev. Mr. Stone, Horrendon, Bucks 
Rev. C. E. Stewart, Melford 
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which 
ful | 
ROM the first x rise of christianity down to SE 1 M. 
this present time, there has always existed — 
a set of designing or deluded men, calling 
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themselves christians, who have maintained 8 
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3 companied each, 18 exempt them- from | 


the practice of the ral virtues, and 1c 
them to the free indulgence of ' their lawless 


and unruly pass ions. * 


| which they have explained in süch s 4 manner; 


; They tell us of the frequent and vehement 
ass ertions of St. Paul, «of jus tif cation by 
1 the free grace of God.“ and «of being saved 
NE by faith alone,” and by faith without the 


| E | works of the law;” and these expressions 
i they SO interpret as to make them counters | 
1 48 

| act the whole design of religion. Salvation, 
| | say they, is the free gift of God; it is not of 
=_— | debt but of grace: it Is not bestowed j in con- 
| : sequence of any actions of ours, | but gra- 
g tuitously given through God' S | houndless 
| be | N ; 6s ; D 4 
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what we doi is out of the question; we have: | 
but firmily to' believe, and we shall be enti- | 
tled to an inheritance of life eternal. 

1 propose in this discourse to 3 

overthrow this pernicious opinion, first, . 

by explaining what learned men have in ge · 
neral agreed to be the real meaning of the 

passages which appear to make for it: se- 
condiy, by laying before you some strong 
and clear quotat ions from the scriptures, in 
which the virtues of a good life are insisted . 

on as indispensably necessary to salvation; 5 
and lastly, by proving, from common gense- 
and reason, the! absurdity of expecting the 
favour of God and the rewards of Heaven 
on any other terms than by — to sound 
faith good works. 

And first, I will explain . e men 
have, in general, agreed to be the real mean- 
ing of the passages, which are brought in 

: a 5 : 


mercy z'4 aively fi faith. in 3 of our SERM. = "© 
Redeemer is alone requisite on our parts; 2 * — RS 


SS 5 5 — by goo works, is * 


unto salvation. 1126-9683; e 380-07 wh „Bb 

It is very evident - that when St. rau 
makes use of the words election, vocation, 
adoption, justification, | and some others of 
the like tenor, he does not always. apply 
them to the final judgment: that is, he does 
not always mean that those who are elected, 
called. adopted, or justified, have already ob- 
tained, or shall certainly obtain, the king · 
dom of God. Recollect to whom bis epistles 
were addressed. to those who. had once: been 
heathens, who had worshipped gods: of wood 
and stone, or men frait and wicked as them- 
selves, and who had no certain rule to live 
by, and scarce knew the difference between 
virtue and vice; but who had now embraced 
the christian religion, had become acquainted 
with theknowledge, which thatinculcated,and 
entitled to the rewards, which'thatheld forth. 

This acquisition of the laws, and this title 
to 
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privileges - he affirms them to have obtained 
without previous good works, but nah: by | 
the free grace of God, on their only believ - 
ing in the truth of the religion which he had 35 
sent down. Whenever then St. Paul talks f 
justification without works; he always means 
this first justification, men being made chris. 
tians; but this is a very different thing from 
final justification at the last day, to which 
holiness, virtue, 1 works, are : indispen- : 
1 So ee ee 


ing elected. adopted. justified ;” and —_— 


As to the expression \of justification with- 


out the works of the law, it sometimes means 
vwithout an obseryance of the rites and cere- 
monies of the law. of. Moses, which some | 
early christians insisted to be requisite; but, 
with respect to-the moral part of that law, 
our r Saviour ame: his apostles constantly de- 
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on the heathens, the Apostle calls their obe - * 
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With Gd two keys 1 bittoed that every 
Passage of scripture, which seems to favour 


 salvation, may be otherwise explained; ; and 
GO leave to every candid person to determine 
whether that interpretation, which makes d 9 
good book consistent with itself, is not to be 
preferred before that, ene we it at Va- 
ns „ He 10 Na 77 | 
And this rings me to what T 1 orders in 
the second place, to lay before you smt 
strong and clear quotations from the Scrip 
ture, in which the virtues of a good life are 
insisted on as indispensably necessary to bal 
vation. And here so many passages, to this 
purpose, press themselves upon me, that the 


The forerunner of our Saviour, John the 
Baptist, is described as opening the way fbr 

_ the gospel, by preaching * and re- 
mission 
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hand, repent ye and believe in the 4 


Not only believing, but forsaking of wage 


turning to a life of virtue was required by 


him of his disciples. In his sermon on the 


mount he particularly insists on the practice 


of a variety of good qualities, and in one 
verse commands us to be exemplary, and 
even conspicuous, in the exercise of them in 
general; let your light so shine before men, 


that they may see your good works, and glo- 
rify your Father, which is in heaven. In the 
same excellent discourse he tells his hearers, 


that n their righteousness, that i is, their 
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they chall in no case enter r into he ingdom 
of heaven. And till more to m 


one Who shall Say unto him . Lord, Lord,” "1 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but 
he only that doeth the will of his father; as if 
he had said. Not they, who only profess them - 
. selves to be christians, and who believe and 
own me to be their master, but they who 
do what I teach shall obtain salvation. Nay, : 
he. goes still further, and tells them that ; 
though they shall have even performed mi- 
racles in his name, yet if they have been dis- 
obedient to his will, and lived wickedly, he 
shall, at the great day of judgment, reply to | 
their claims of acquaintance and favour, «I | 
never knew you, depart from me ye tha 4 
work iniquity,” ee EN VIRRS 
Lou remember the . of the Kings I 
who made a marriage feast for his son; those, 
85 | who 
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not come, ;by which are meant, — 
proposed to > them and did t em 
not on a eme garment, those wha: hed : 
faith 1 in on belies = | c him tobe the n 0 


al axis of life: ck those — 
were invited and had on the wedding gar- 
ment; those who both believed the gospel, 
and practised the precepts which it enjoins. 
Here you may observe, that belief without 88 
practice is equally condemned with unbelief: 
Bind him, says the king, speaking of the guest 
without a wedding garment, hand and foot, 
and take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness; there shall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth. They only were allowed to 
remain at the feast, to sit down in the king- 
dom of heaven, who both attended to the in- 
vitation of the king and came properly pre- 
| panel 
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here our Saviour speaks of the day o judge 
ment, the sentence follows on doing or not 


in their graves shall hear my voice, and shall 
come forth, they that have done good, unto | 


In the seventh chapter of St. Matthew, speak- 
ing of the same day, he says *depart from me 
ye workers of iniquity.” In the thirteenth, 


and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 


the Son of God, N — that edurce of 
| pointed out. 1 is like wise very 1 
worthy of has att that in all the places 


r 


doing, without any mention of belicving. In 
the fifth chapter of St. John are these words, 
* the hour is coming, in the which all that are 


the resurrection of life, and they that have 
done evil, unto the recurtentionad damnation, 


«the Son of Man shall send forth his angels, 


things that offend, and them which do ini · 
quity, and shall cast them into a furnace of 
fire.” And again in the sixteenth chapter: 
For the Son of —_— n come in the glory 
of 


works. Fra Bop: 2 


„„ 


eee or —— are cen - | 
doing or not doing, with- 

- out ub believing: let me not, how- 
ever, be misunderstood, I do not mean that 
faith in Christ is unnecessary; onthe Wunde 
in those who have the gospel ropos 
them it is absolutely necessary, but that faith 
which shews itself er is W a 
| Whatdothitprofits men lan St Per 
though be say he hath faith and hath not 
works; can faith save him? Faith without 
works is dead, being alone; by works faith is 
made perfect. As the body without the spi- 
rit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
also. To conclude this head, it is evident be- 
yond 


a > TFT Q OS = > = ©5' mw 


© EU belief: is abuotutelyeacentiaodae- 
entitle us toa place in the mansions of thebles- 
bed. But ee ee can — 5 


Heaven, on any "_ terms than ky adding 4 
to a sound faith, good works, is evident from 
common sense and reason. God, it is uni- 
versally agreed. possesses in the most per- 
fect degree the attributes of purity and holi 
ness; is it then at all credible that a being of 
this kind should send down, and reveal to his 
creatures, a religion which should let loose 
the reins to every corru pt passion, and autho- '; 


rize them in the indulgence of every evil in 


clination ? which should hold forth to them 2 


the promise of eternal happiness on the sole 


condition of yielding their assent to some few ; 


points of faith, but should leave them under 


the same slavish submission to their lusts 


— 


in wick it ur " {them 7 f is not c 
every auggestion of sense and reason e 
out against it. For cobeider whith: 

poi ial PH Ne 


credit alk which reines 4 me, = this 
ground 1 look for the rewards which it pro- 
mises, let my practice be what it may; I will 
| only take care not to Subject myself to the 
punishment of human laws, and T will be as 
wicked as interest invites or impels me, fear- 
less on this account of any after reckoning 
in futurity. - Am 1 avaricious ? I will take 
every opportunity of defrauding my neigh- 
bour of his property. Am 1 revengeful ? 
neither the reputation nor the person of him 
who has accidentally inj jured me, or whose 
interest interferes with mine, shall be sacred 
from my attacks. Am I sensual? Let 1 my 
friend beware of me; I vill seduce from him 
the affections of his wife, or 1 will rob him 
of the 1 innocence of his child; for so long as 
| I am 


SKI * 1 am a bel Tk Lean ants all: thege enor- 54 
A mities unchecked or undisturbed c n 

science. Honour and bonesty may hore be 
alledged, as. estrai 


world this would be, if Such eee ” 


: 1 agree so well together. religion and 


taking up the Shield of faith, but let us put 
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aints, upon me; with zem 
men I grant they would, but with far the ma: 
jority they, will be found feeble: ties against 
the allurements of passion, supported by the 
hopes of impunity. Vou see then into what: | 
absurdities the idea of the suffieiency of faith 
without works leads; ; you Percetve what 2 ; 


universally prevalent, F 
Let us not then separate those two > friends 


morality ; let us not content ourselves with 


on, at the same time, the whole armour of 


| righteousness ; it is that alone which can em- 
power us to withstand the assaults and be vic 


torious over the malice of our grand adver · 
sary; it is that alone which can enable us to 
appear with decent confidence before the tri» 
0 bunal 


bunal of l BY Sankar: They wor- SERM. | 
chip God best who resemble him most; let — 5 
us then not only | believe what he has revealed, 
but let us practise \ what he has commanded ; 

let us endeavour to be like him in purity and 
goodness; let us conduct all which relates 
to ourselves with decency and propriety; all 
which concerns our fellow creatures with 
justice and benevolence; let us possess our 
own vessels with sanctification and honour, | 
and do unto others, as we would IM should 
do unto us. | | 
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Strive to enter in at the Strait gate : for 
; many, 1 Say unto you, will bee to enter 


in, and sball not be able. 93 


54 : ? F 


F AR the eben 3 of e lan SERM, 
to be in a middle state between virtue and — 
vice; they are neither entirely good nor en- 

tirely wicked; whenever they think on the sub- 

ject, they will own that there are such places 

as heaven and hell, and that they shall be re- 

warded or punished after their death, according 

as they shall have behaved themselves while 

Vn. TE they 
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rs FE LE On OED to enter" into 


ew st 
— 0 by their actions, that their belief i is 
nect firm and steady, otherwise they would 
not content themselves wi ith seeking, with 
using some faint endeavours to gain the king · 
dom of Heaven, but would strive, would ex- ; 
ert all their might to acquire” that invaluable 
mm. 4 
I propose, in this dincouree,' to point out to 
| you, first, some of those persons who may 
be said to seek the kingdom of heaven. but 
who only seekin gl it shall not attain it; I pro- | 
pose, secondly, to $hew what is meant by 
striving to gain the kingdom of heaven; ; and 
> propose, lastly, to bring forward the weighty 
motives by which we are 5 to be en 5 


those who strive. 
hne first and lowest * which I chall 
Fi mention, of persons who seek the kingdom 
1 : of Heaven, is that of those who content 
= themselves with desires and wishes only ; 
who think at times, what a delightf ul circum- 
Stance 


the Raue * Hi, 1 TY 


tas it would be to enjoy ever ating hap 8k M. 
pita? l 35353 1 n 
would be, to be dom to ererlästing tor: 4 
ments, and at those moments will call out 1 
" Lord, Lord,” but who will not deny them- | 
sel ves in any one instance, or stir ene 
single step Besse i 39192 

Can people of this description really e 8 
pect that their wishes will be answered / 
[ am sure they cannot reason by what they 553 
see passing on earth. Will wishing for any 
thing which is valuable be sufficient to ob- 
tain it here? Will wishes clothe a man, 1 
will wishes feed him, will wishes enable him 
to provide for his family ? Can I. by de- . 
siring it only, become learned, rich, or re- 
Spectable ? No,—1 must add to my de- 
sires, endeavours ; 4 1 must exert myself; | 
must study or I must labour, and that 
not slightly, or now and then, but vigorously 
and without remission, or my desires will 
avail 1 me nothing. And is it possible I can 
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54 SERM, bor A moment flatter myself, that wi n | 
II. 
> requires 80 much pains to gain any earthly 


good, * shall be advanced to everl asting 
joys in heaven without any pains at Ie 

; The thing speaks for Reds: 6.5 
But perhaps people, who content W 

| . with desires only, buoy themselves 
up with some general notions of the good- 
ness and mercy of God; that God is mer- 
ciful, is certain, but he is likewise just; he 

0 forgives sins, but not merely, because we 
. mwishit; it is necessary that we pray heartily 
for his, forgiveness, that we are sincerely 
sorry that we have done amiss, that we re. 
solve steadily to do so no more, and that 
we keep. our resolutions : these are the 
terms, | the only terms of acceptance, as he 
has. repeatedly declared in the holy scrip· 
tures. Both reason and scripture therefore 
Join to assure us, that they, who build their 
expectation of heaven merely: on their 
wishes, build on no foundation. N 
"© \ second 


N rb des 


the 'K ingdom of Heaven. 


shall notice, who m be said to seek the 


kingdom of heaven, are those whose endea- = 


-ription of persons that 1 S ERNI. 


II. 
Aw 


vours are only exerted by fits and starts; 


who, on reading any good book, hearing 


any awakening discourse, or on having some 
serious thoughts suggested to them by 


God's holy spirit, are for awhile religious 7 
and virtuous, | but in time of temptation 


fall away ; 6 they are unable to resist the so- 
licitations of'\ vicious companions, or the en- 


ticements of desires, to which they have been 


used heretofore to yield; their righteous: 
ness is like the early cloud and the morning 


dew; it so soon passes away. It is indeed 5 


preferable to uninterrupted wickedness, be- | 


cause it gives ground to hope that it may 
by degrees become more steady; but in it- 


self it is of no avail ; he who possesses it, 
can only be said to seek, not to strive after 
the kingdom of heaven, and has therefore | 


no grounds from scripture to flatter himself 
C3 with 


ea 


* 


it, all, his righteousness shall. be counte 
as nothing; for his. iniquity that he bath | 
7 done. shall he die. 


On striving to enter Fog 


SEBM. with success. 455 When a righteous. man 
W> "turneth. away fron 


1 . 


n his righteousnes . 
| committeth iniquity, . | nd, dieth in | 
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In the third, set of. pe 80 ns. has come 


vithin the meaning of the text, of seeking 
8 and not striving, we may reckon those, Who 
have discarded all their frailties and sins ex: 
cept one, and who flatter themselves they 

28 their good behaviour in all other particulars 
will atone for a single deficiency. But they 


will find themselves „ miserably deceived :. 


either the kingdom of heaven is, or is not 
an object worthy of being contended for; 
if it i is not, let us us drop all concern about 
it; let us eat, drink, and be merry; let us 


make ourselves as happy as we can in this 


world... without any Thought, of futurity; > 


TY +4 


it i). of the most consummale and inex- 


pressiple 


the: Kingdom of Heaven. 


we should con sider every 
less than nothing in co 
alone surely ought to 

engross' our af tions; every thing else 
ought to yield to it, for it is very certain 


ison of it, that 


that one single preference of an earthly. | 
good, if habitually indulged, will take away 


all chance of attaining heaven. Whoso- 


« ever shall keep the whole law i St. 


« James) and yet offend in one point, he 


is guilty of all,” he is guilty of giv« 


ing a preference. to his lusts in one /parti- 


_ cular instance over his duty, of setting an 


higher esteem upon things present than 


things future, and therefore he must ex-' 


pect to reap the fruits of his absurdity in 


being deprived of that reward, to which his 


conduct in other respects, were it not for 
this one deficiency, would entitle him. I 
| have heard of a person contending in a 


 " _— for a prize of vast importance, who 


Ca 3 was 


xcup oy our care and 
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pressible importance, if it be worthy that SER M. 
earthly good as „ | 
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* „ing to enter inte 


| | N nE. e winning it VER turnin 3 
— 1 n e of the way to pick up some i 75 
6 balls, which were from time to 1 | 
_ down by the competitor for that purpose; 
0 5 precisely Alen the folly of these persons 
who suffer themselves to be diverted from 
attaining the e prize of heaven, by 
the riches, honours, or pleasures of this 
world, which the adversary of our souls * 
ever taking occasion to display before us. 
Having given you these instances of per- 
sons who only seek to gain the kingdom of | 
heaven, and who will therefore. fail of the 
prize; I shall now set before you the cha · 
racter and conduct of one who strives, and 
who striving will be sure to obtain. Such an 
one, in the first place, does t content him 
self with bare wishes, as he well knows that 
he may profess them in Common with the i 
most abandoned of mankind; for however 
profligate a man may chuse to be in this 5 
world, he would Ay desire rather to be 
happy 


nest then with 'resp| 
knows that to wish for it Ache would be of 
93 2 thin g 1 4 1 ; 2 


| they pervade, they make a pa 


seen tt 


of the right ous, he would indubitably be oi 
joiced-to die his' death.” One VVV 


- 
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no service to him. Anot 
which he is sensible, Ir" that to be de Wü 
fits and starts only, will not answer his pur. 


pose; his exertions to. please God (Whicl 5 


can hip be done by piety towards bim, kind- 
ness towards men, and by temperance, so. 
briety, and chastity, in his on — 
must be constant and eee eee 


| not then put on these virtues only at parti 


lar times, and on particular occasions, but 


makes them 'habitual to him; ne renders 


himself so completely master of them, er 
of his whole 


behaviour: 5 particular als, which he 
knows 


E. knows tobe 1eces8ary, and 
Nr mn is, not | erely- 


he: knows, that t though he! rings i 
take up with our imperfect obedience, if our 
endeavours are sincere, yet that he will by 
no means suffer us to live in the willing 
breach of any one of his commands. Life 
and death, God and the world are before us; 
we must make our choice between them; if, 
| we are resolved to indulge ourselves in any 
ane known sin, we plainly shew that there 
is something which we prefer to God, and 
we must take the consequences of our folly. 
He who strives to obtain the kingdom of 

heaven, may, and probably will, sometimes 
fall, but he must not fall willingly; he must 
exert himself against temptation; he must 
recover himself as soon as possible; he must 
be grieved and humbled by his frailty; and 
he must use every effort to keep himself 

more steady for the time to come. The 
e man 


4% * 
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enough; he will be still aspiring at higher 
degrees of zerfe tion. Let it not be th houe ht. 
by the command which is laid upon us to 
strive after the kingdom of heaven, that it 
is meant that we should pay no regard to 
the concerns of this world; on the contrary. | 
God expects from us a diligent perform 
ance of our duties towards each other, aa 
vell as of our duty to him: now this cannot 
be done without an attention to worldly con- 
cerns. How shall a father provide for his 
family without applying to his particular 
profession, or working at his particular eall 
ing? How shall the greater part of man- 
kind get even a subsistence, if they do not 
exert themselves in some kind, either of 
study or labour ? without this, they must. 
generally speaking, either starve, or be a 
burthen upon their neighbours. How is the 
earth to be cultivated and its fruits produced. 


man who strives for the kingdom of heaven SER Mc 
will, besides, never think that he in-g00d = 


business, and what would bece 


0 * 10's | 


it it eee to attend at all eovork KR 
me of tlie hu- 
man race if this were neglobtedÞ"! B Besides, 
the dangers of idleness are great, and | 
impossible that the immediate duties of e- 
ligion can take up our whole time; it is 
therefore as clearly a part of our duty to 
follow some honest method of getting a 
livelihood, and to follow it with diligence, 
as it is the first part to pray to, to i 
and to offer up our thanks to Sed 3 2 % 
But it is time for me to pass to the third | 
thing I proposed, which is, to shev/ the 
weighty motives by which we are urged to 
be in the number of those that strive. To 
this a few words will be sufficient. IL 
These motives are no less than aa 
or bad condition in which we shall be in, 
from the time that we die, to all eternity, 
—_—— as we are among this number; * 
are not. 2 71 | Lp) ice 341100 
The hour is coming, in the which all whe 
| are 
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the: Kingdew of Heaven 


are in theis! grave 


4 


Son of God, and shall come forth; they that Sd 


have done good. chat is, they wha have strove 
to gain heaven, unto. the resurrection of: life, 
and; they, who have done evil, that is, they 
WhO have not 998, # ate 55 ee ion 
of damna on. 193 tn} n Joo! 
Let us ain W 0 upon 1 mags 
nificent and awful spectacle; let us repre- 
sent to our minds the alarming trumpet of 
the archangel, by which we shall be.awakenec 
from our graves, and the summons which we 
shall receive to stand before the judgement 


seat of Christ: let us suppose him seated on 
a lofty throne, surrounded by myriads of an - 
gels, and clothed with that splendor and ma - 


jesty withwhich-he was seen by Peter, James, 
and John, at his transfiguration, and again by 


those chosen disciples, who were pi ccd at 1 


his ascension into heaven: let us think of 
the grand scene of all the nations of the 


earth gathered before him, ang the tremen- 
| dous 


chall hear the voice of the 8K. * 


- 


i 
1 
+ 
1 


vi 


1 n | ing v mur u 5 8 


vidual. Lare kat Pour contelences] 
what hopes do t en T 


give you? T address my: 
self to every on of you here present: Has 
thy conduct been surh as to entitle thee to 


: look for that transporting sentence «Welt 


done thou good and faithful servant, enter 


thou into the 27 of * thy. Lord ?” Or hast 
thou not reason to 

these words (of: all that can be uttered the 
most dreadful), Depart rom me thou cur. 


chend the sound of 


sed, into everlasting fire prepared for the de- 


vil and his angels ?” If thou shrinkest with 
terror at this inquisition ; if thou canst not 


bear thus to have thy conscience probed; if 


* 
25 "SM 
* 
- 


thou buoyest up thyself with some such con- 
solation as this, though my hopes are no- 
thing now, I intend to repent and live better 


before I die,” alas! how miserably dost thou 


deceive thyself! | Attend to what ] tell thee; 


almost all the wicked, who have gone before 
thee. 


e be 


io Kingdom of Heaven, 1 — 


thee coin themselves in the s same false 8 E RM. 
manner, but they never thought the hour of —— 
reformation arrived; they were still for de- 
laying it yet a little while longer, and were 
finally cut off with all their imperfections 
on their head. What gross folly is this! 
How soon does this world pass away, and 
how quickly does even the very remembrance 
of us perish ; whereas to that which is to 
come there is no end! Let us think of these 
things; let us recollect that the kingdom 
of God is not to be got by seeking only; and 
when we remember of what · infinite import- 
ance it is to us not to come short of it, let 
us resolve, and let us be steady to our reso- 
lutions, to be in the ee of those who 
strive. | 
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| Tus celebrated prayer of Aguri is doubt- SERM. | 
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less the dic of true wisdom : the Expe- Wy” 
rience of all ages bus determined that it is 


the middle station of . life which is most 
favourable both to virtue and to happiness, - Wo 
and | consequent]z , if we had the power of - 8 
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5 Tas celebrated prayer f Agur is doubt- SERM. | 
4 : & 3 570 
less the dic te of true wisdom: the expe... 7 
rience of all ages as determined that it is 
| the middle station of life which is most 8 
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favourable both to virtue and to happiness, FFF 
and consequently. if we had the power of . „ 


Vol. * D deciding 
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'SERM. deciding Wr bursel elves, it is e 

II. 1 
s State that every prudent man would fix his 
| % choice. * * ; * : of Ivs 4 3 WE. £7 | 


But as our conditions are allotted to us 
. by a greater power chan we can control nile 
it is not easy for those in the higher ranks 
do put off their greatness, and to descend 
from their elevation; and as it is still more 
difficult for the lower ranks to ascend, 2 6 
great part of mankind must neckssarily pass 
their days in one extreme or the other; i 
may therefore be useful for us to enquire 
_ what are the principal temptations to vice, 
„to which each are liable; and vat the im- 
pediments to „ which each chrovs | 
in our way. : ö 
Give me not riches, » gays Abür in His 
/ petition to the Almighty, lest abundantt 
incite me to den) thee, and to tay; who's 
the Lord? Give me not poverty, lest 1 
be driven by want to acts of dishoniesty, 
and to murmurs against thee and thy pro- : 
|  vidence,” 


„ Agur 4 t 1 * e builds his prayer SERM: 
medioc 10, on the opposite dangers to wo 
which. riches and poverty are exposed. I 
vill examine into the truth of these dan - 
gers, and if 4 find. them really to exist, 
Will endeavc ur to suggest some considera - 
tions and arguments whigh ma der ve to 
counteract chem male 
And first, it is — that e | 
get self ·sufficiency, a Faneled: independance, „ 
and a denial or for tfulness of God. The | 
inference receives but too much confirma- | 
tion from experience. The eminence "RE 
which the rich man is exalted above his _ 
fellows, the. obsequiousness and flattery | 
which greatness -Procures, - and the appa- | . 0 
rent state of independance, which it creates, & 
are dangerous adversaries to virtue: he . 
who imagines that he feels no immediate 
want of the divine bounty, or of the àassist- 1 | 
ance of his brethren, i is too ready to ascribe N˙»pb 5 
his prosperity to his own. degerts, is too 8 
' | D2 „„ apt 
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8 11 apt to forget, if node 
aud to act as i he bad wo. bönt etion at 
all with his — own | 
power (will he say in bis heart) ami the 
ee of mine on hand have gotte me 
this wealth; J am under no obligations 
« for my grandeur” to any one; I think 
* myself therefore entirely Waere able 
for my conduct, and shall order it alto- 
i gether according to my on good plea- 
. sure.“ How hardly (says our Saviour) 
4 „ shall they that have riches enter into the 
g kingdom of God.“ He well knew the 
| tem ptations to which: wealth exposed its 
possessors, and the great resolution * ie 
was ae to withstand. them. 
Nor, to speak in general, are riches len 
prejudicial to happiness than they a e to 
virtue. If there be any such thing as hap- 
piness in this world, it must arise from 
religion, and the exercise of the social affe 
tions: he . | who | is entirely Ab 
Sa, sSorbed 
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| Gees Kit God 
giving, and enters i 
kindnesses v with” is 5 must 
unhapppy: two of the chief, 
quisites ner re dent 


] * F . of 7 ; 
ing. a "devout temper ; 
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. fections. 


ied, "thus e 0 the dan · 
10 proceec d to inquire what 
are the chief precervatives against them ; by 
hat mode of thin ring and acting a rich TEES 
may be both ous and happy: Let him 5 8 h | 
then, in the first- place, remember th t all 
which he possesses was given to him; that 
his superiority of station implies no superi- | 
ority of merit; for that worldly. prosperity 
is dispensed indifferentiy to the wicked and „„ 
the foolish, as well as to the virtuous and the e N 
wise. (When 1 say that what the rich man 
Possesses was given to _ Lexpress myself 1 
1 | incau- 


"© 4 


mY 0 Te 


2 
q _ Y 


F 
| 


$ 
_ . - 
2 
4 os 
3 
== 
0 
'4; 
" 
b Ly 
"4 
"Fs 
"8'1 
* 
P » 
x 
1 
5 
14 
177 
x 
th 
's 
1 
_ . 
+30 
1 
* 
228 
F 
i» 
#1 
4 


— — — — * ; 
9 N 2 8 —_ * a n 


the good of men, it will only have s 


place into e in which he has 


use of it; if he has not employed his super - 3 
fluous wealth to the glory of God, and to 

J ved to 
purchase for him the greater condem 1 


| Let him recollect also, that though | it may 
be easier for him to procure it, yet, that in ; 


fact, he has as much need of the assistance | 


of the poor man, as the poor man has of 
his: let him call to mind; that they are both 


composed of the same materials; a 


to the same weaknesses, and infirmities; and 


are alike hastening to one common grave: 


that the distinction between them is but nio- 


mentayy; and that death will effectually de- 
stroy it. Add to this, that the same omini- . 
potent hand which has bestowed riches, can 
in a moment, by a variety of unforeseen, 


and apparently impossible ways, withdraw 


a them; the same power which has raised us to 


grandeur, 


g - 
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and ara etl — 
ing kingdom; 4 
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ting in a 


ad hen ed 
neighbour- 
W many opulent nobles, 
>. Situations, not many months ago, 
promined, ag much security as this world can 


n have suddenly and mizerably perigh- 


not into the, question. whether N 
fallen a sacrifics to the justice, or 
ness of the people; I inquire not 


whether, their, fate was merited ; I only com 
tend. that they fell uneapectedly3, that but a 


very short. 


| before, they had as mach 


reason to phame themselves, on their opu- 


8 ” 


tence, and on. its stability as any 


oth 


1 


ger great 


man can have; and that they are therefore 


D 4 


stron 8 


2 


— 
— 
— 


— INY 


| 


—_— * 
P 


rt 


> 


r 


| 
ſ 
; 
N 


fusion of some corroding 
take from us all en 


joyment of the most exalted situation. ; 
<btividerations of f this Kun _ "Pp | 


——— and iche fn hi kd A 
ful sense of his Maker's bounty a 
dent desire to be 
same nature with himself; 
uniformly in cotise ence, his riches will m. 
deed be bleseings; he may the indeed türu 
them to advantage, and not only en enj 
the happiness which this world is 
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i labour incessantly to procure a 5canty pit 


| tance, which, in all cases. is barely yuff 
ll and in some, totally insufficient to. 

themzelves and —_ Families; hen they 
| f combs — — oaccount 
7. of it; from their birth, they; bay vec beer 
| | -  goomed to a life of drudgery, before 
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could possibly have done any thing to de 
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circumstances. i say, not un t 


— to discontent and dis bones ; 
„and too frequently prevail: the lower = 
5 too apt to repine and 
murmur against Providence, eee _ 
ced them amidst 80 much wretehedness : are ;- are | 
too desirous of improving their condition 
at the expence of their integrity. AI. would 
vish then to suggest some arguments, which 


may operate as preservatives from these 


two vices. In the first place, they are nei 


ther of them likely to be of any service; 


neither of them calculated to answer the 
proposed end. With respect to discontent, 
it always augments the evil with which we 
are oppressed, be it what it. will ; it adds to 


it 
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porary. What is gained by fraud, is sd. 
ally wasted in extravagance; or supposing 
it applied to furnish 


anguish' of "mind; which the irevollectii 
the manner in which it was procured wa 


being once broken through; and the laby: 


i; in bet; at best t will (0) 


with necessaries "the | 
family of the person who is guilty of it, N 


create, will more than er age the _ 
fort of- the relief e Ne ee BAT 

But this is not all; Who ever was: known 
to rest contented with the commission r 
one crime? No, the bounds of integrity 


rinths of knavery entered, it is rarely either | 
in our will, or perhaps even in our power, 
to retreat. When men have once tasted 


* 


15 wages of ted i it is seldom 
will return to ys eee they u 


vengeance of the laws, and not unfre 
finish their career EO untimely and dis- 
graceful death. And twere well if the 
matter would end here; but a more severe 
reckoning remains behind! The poor com- 

plain, and with some n of 3 justi = 
of the wretchedness ey 
earth ; but let them recollect how short 
their continuance on earth i is; that this life 


is but the beginning of their existence; = 


is but as a. moment, in comparison of the 
eternity which is to follow, and yet this 
moment will have an everlasting influence 
on that eternity. Would they wish to 
have their sufferings perpetuated with an 
increase beyond what they can imagine, 
or would they n them (this transĩ- 
"wp 


Velves. If they e their 


recempensed for all they have under 


ee d e pe en 2 


Soc, Which. when! they murmur against 
1 of his providence, they 
certainly are, if they are dishonest i in their 

commerde with their fellow · creatures, in 
stead of their uretchedness, whatever: it J 
way be, concluding with their lives, it will 
be extended, but with inconceivable additions, 
through: endless ages whereas, by con- 
ducting themselves with patience and in- 
tegrity, death will soon come to their relief, ; 
put a period to their woes, and they will be 


With transcendant and unfading happiness. 


Af then, ye poor if ye find the evils, of this 


world, Which last 80 short a time, so hard. 
to sustain, seek, strive to avoid thoe which 
are eternal; if ye feel your hearts pant af. 
ter terrestrial, short · lived happiness, exert 


ef to secure that which is celes- 
tial | 


IS bo: 


Riches eee. 


But een _ n s of the pox! are 
not even here ee as they imagine; | 
perhaps there are advantages | attached: to 
their situation, . u h bey | | 
tion overbalance t e e 

Human ware 4 is in 8 1 
comparative, an 


und it is not 80 much from Is 
the evils Which fembelves feel, that the 
poor complain- Lor their lot, as from their 
conceiving that those whom fortune has 
more highly favoured Are more happy:— 
But in this comparison they are very often 
deceived : they see generally only the out- 
side of what belongs to their superiors; 
the splendour of rank, the glitter of riches, 
fall alone unde er their observation; they 
are apt to think that where these are, all 
must be calm and ! and suspect not, 
| what 


retirement: could: thay pene Ta te inte wb 
% m of hi Wasen s r | 580 to be 


 tukes-ſeligity,. could,they » VIEW ee when 
all disguise is thrown aside, they, would 
but too often discover how little the, gifts 
| tune are to be depended on:, e 
would, see anguish more extre, 


which they have ever felt, and « 
causes of vexation which. would ama 
them by their number and transgene 
poor feel. they are subject to many others 
of which the poor; have no Men. g f 
sphere of their hopes, is larger, 50 is ihr 
probability of their disappointments; 4 
they have more to lose, their anxieties, and 
terrors 
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terrors are more tormenting; their pabaloiis' SE RN. 
rage with greater violence, and they are RE 
more harassed by that little, which they 
conceive wanting to their felicity, t than their 
inferiors are from the want of every thing. 5 by, 
Ahab, the wealthy, the potent king of Israel - 
fell sick for a gar n of herbs; and the 
Amalekite Haman, who was the favourite of 
his prince, and the first subject of a mighty : 


— 


empire, because an obscure stranger refused 
to join with an whole nation in doing him 
homage, himself owned, that all which be | 
possessed availed him nothing. BED. 
But supposing that the poor were decid - 
edly in this world more miserable than the 
rich, and that there really were as much 
happiness in grandeur, as there appears out- 
wardly, there is yet an inestimable advan- 
tage attached to poverty, which would 
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greatly outweigh any temporary inferiority. 
” Blessed,” ' 8ays our Saviour, are the poor, 
Vol. I. 2 
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SERM. ber dei as the kingdom of heaven. „ Be- 


III. 


WI fore a consideration of this kind all human 
griefs fade away; the condition of the lowly 
| renders. them more likely to embrace the 


gospel, and to live up to its precepts ; the 
occasions of vice with them are fewer; they 
have no opportunities of fostering their sen- 


sual passions by indulgence, they are quite 


out of the reach of that heinous and most 


uncbristian vice, pride; they are more pe- 


culiarly the objects of God's cave and we 
tection. 5 5 e 
Let them then, instead of . rejoice 
at their lot, when such important privileges 
are annexed to it, and let them above all 
thin gs beware how they seek to improve it 
by a sacrifice of their integrity ; 5 let them 
learn this wholesome lesson from the prayer 
of Agur, that the two sins, which most ea- 
sily beset them, are dishonesty and discon- 


tent, and let all their efforts be exerted to 


| repel 
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oi them: in other words, let them learn 8 ERM. 


and labour truly to get their own. living, and III. 
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let them run with patience the race that i is 
set before them. | 
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| griefs fade away ; the condition of the lowly 
| renders them more likely to embrace the 
gospel, and to live up to its precepts; the 


Geer e th Ua be ee Be- 
fore a consideration of this kind all uman 


occasions of vice with them are fewer ; they 
have no opportunities f fostering their sen- 


sual passions by indulgence, they are quite 


out of the reach of that heinous and most 
unchristian vice, pride; they are more pe- 


culiarly the objects of God's cave and je 


tection. 
Let them then, W of grieving, rejoice 


at their lot, when such important privileges 


are annexed to it, and let them above all 
| things beware how they seek to improve it 


by a sacrifice of their integrity; let them 
learn this wholesome lesson from the prayer 
of Agur, that the two sins, which most ea- 
sily beset them, are dishonesty and discon- 


tent, and let all their efforts be exerted to 


| repel 
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repel them; in other words, let an learn 8 ERNI. 


and labour truly to get their own living, and III. 


let them run with patience ag race that 1 
set before them. 
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SERMON Iv. 


ON THE OMNIPRESENCE, Or GOD. 
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Pa c ix. 2. 


Thou art about my path and about my bed, 
and Piest o out all my ways. BZD 


— 


Anon the many reasons which men have SER M. 
to excite them to a life of piety and virtue, —— 
there is none which, if duly considered, 
would have more weight with them than 
the omnipresence of God. By the omni- 
presence of God I mean that perfection of 
his, by which he is immediately present to 
every part of the creation, and by conse- 
1.. By - \- : mn 
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SERM. quence intimately acquainted. with every 
—— thing, which is going forward. | 


the psalmist, © he is there; - if we go down 
« to hell, he is there also. If we take the 
«« wings of the morning, and remain in the 
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that we can go to no place, however high or | 
low, where God does not reside; we cannot 


nothing is 80 secret, that he does not disco- 
ver it; „he is about our path, and about our 
bed, and spieth out all our ways; “ all our 


moralist to his disciples, always to behave. 


nently virtuous person was looking on, and 


On the Omniprecence of God. 


If we climb up into the heaven, 10 says 


« uttermost parts of- the sea; even there 
„also shall his hand lead us, and his right 
* hand shall hold us.” By which is meant, 


transport ourselves so swiftly, but that his 
holy spirit will accompany and sustain us; 


thoughts, words, and actions, are is 97 


and known to him. 7 
It was the adviee of a e heatiith 


and conduct themselves, as if some em 


obgerv- 
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observing chem 26. with — an Adea. 
they would be ashamed of the 


was honourable and worthy. Now if the bare 


servation of a god man were expected to 


can see, and Jive !—of that Being, who not 
only views our actions themselves, but is 


which they spring of that Being. who is 
holiness itself, and of Purer eyes than to be- 


eite in us awe- And reverenee, and restrain 
us from the perpetration of wiekedness, it 


sence of our Creator. 


of any thing which . mean of wicked, 
and encouraged in the pursuit of whatever 


hold iniquity | Surely if any thing can ex · 


SERM. 
IV 


imagination and faint persuasion of the ob- 
have so much” fluence; what may not be 
looked for from the consideration of the 
actual presence of God? — of that Being. 
before whom the highest orders of arch- : 

| angels fall down and worship, whom no mant 


intimately acquainted with the motives from 


must be an habitual vecoHeetion of the _ 


E 4 _ When 


1 Whose integrity and ra- 
vity we have an high opinion, it has usually 


may render us contemptible or disagreeable 

to him. Now if the eye of a fallible man 
has this restraint upon us, how much more 
should the eye of an all- perfect God! more ; 


particularly. when we take into considera- 


tion, that God is not an unconcerned or 


helpless spectator o human actions, but 


highly interested in them, and fully able to 
reward or punish them. He has strictly 


forbidden a wicked life, and solemnly Worn 
that he will severely punish it; his own 
honour therefore seems to be concerned in 


the execution of his threats, and we all 
know 


a great influence on our behaviour: we 
stand in awe, and are afraid to sin; we take 
care at least outwardly to deport ourselves | 
according to the rules of decericy and vir 
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or „ our 2 or if * does rega rd 
it, it is probable he is too weak to rec 


pense it as it deserves: but ĩt is not so vich 
God: he observes minutely, he regards 


deeply, and to his ability to distribute exact 
retribution, as I befors remarked, there is 


no limit. 


Let the robber, * extortioner, the 1 
ard, the libertine, the -liar, the common ; 
swearer, think of this; their thefts, their 


| frauds, their riots and intem perance, are all 


seen, their falsities and imprecations are 
heard, by an observing and avenging God: 

they may possibly escape the sight of hu- 
man eyes, they may possibly elude the 
vigilance of human laws but to the omni- 
present, all-seeing God, their iniquitous 


practices must be manifest : nay, he not 


only sees their actions, but their first 
thoughts 


11 


SERK. b motions owards-: them 
A dixcernible by him: one thay” tl: will be 


count all our follies and vices, and that be. 
fore a witness and eee with ann 


to appear to the world, surely the reflection, 


laid open to the whole univetse ; we bur 


selves shall be compelled to give evidence 


against ourselves, minutely perhaps to re- 


dissimulation will be vain.” be 
How mean a triumph is it, which the 1 


ner enjoys, while he plumes himself on hay- 


ing committed some suecessful wickedness 
undiscovered, and perhaps unsupected by his 


for so very short a time, and which one day 


will so completely and so publicly be over- i 
turned. If there were no superior motive to 


restrain a man from living one life in secret 


and another openly, from appearing to his 
own conscience what he would die with shame 


that his hypocrisy wMt sooner or later infal: 
coal libly 


libly be dixcovered, chould be of self 
cient! . l t 
Every 7 Ehonght/a and: e are lt 


God — and, at the great day of FN 
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exposed before men and angels. Hos then . 
shall those good men, whom the same in- 
tegrity which prevented from committing, 


prevented likewise from suspecting evil, and 


who, for that reason, have been the dupes of | 


the dixcembler's crafty devices, then scorm 
and detest him — an 


how shall these, w 


have been more openly vieious, scoff and ex — 


the brow of the hypocrite, and his fraudulent 


iniquitous practices laid bare, will-afford mat- 


ter of exultation to the whole universe! 


As fear is the strongest and most uncon- 


trolable of all our passions, it seems little 


less than miraculous that a being so weak as 
| man, who cannot but know that God is a 
Spectator of all his actions, and that he hath 


denounced the everest threatenings against 
| hi m, 


SERM. thoughts and motions towards. the 
—— discernible by hi 


0. 1. Onniprezencs c 


im: one day all will be 
hid open to the Vhele universe; we our- 
selves shall be compelled to give evidene 
against ourselves, minutely pertiape' t. to re- 
count all our follies and vices, and that 
fore a witness and 2 with h whomatt 
dissimulation will be vain.” 4745: CEO 
How mean a triumph is it, which the gin- | 
ner enjoys, while he plumes himself on hav- 
ing committed some suecessful wickedness 
undiscovered, and perhaps unsupected by his 
fellow-mortals! a triumph, which can last but 
| for 50 very short a time, and which one-day 
will so completely and 50 publicly be over- 
turned. If there were no superior motive to 
restrain a man from livin g one life in secret 
and another openly ; from appearing to his 
own conscience what he would die with shame 
to appear to the world, surely the reflection, 
that his hypocrisy w sooner or later infal. 


©. 
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Every „ weste d aste are known to 


God and, at the great day of trial, wilh be 
shall those good men, whom the same in- 
tegrity which prevented from 'committing, 
prevented likewise from suspecting evil, and 
who, for that reason, have been the dupes of | 
the dissembler's crafty devices, then scorr 
have been more openly vieious, scoff and ex- 


exposed before m 


ult in his detection! The mask torn from 
the brow of the hypocrite, and his fraudulent 


iniquitous practices laid bare, will-afford mat- | 
ter of exultation to the whole universe! 
As fear is the strongest and most uncon- 


trolable of all our passions, it seems little 
less than miraculous that a being so weak as 
man, who eannot but know that God is a 


_ spectator of all his actions, and that he hath 
denounced the severest threatenings against 


him, 


- SERM- him, if the general tendeney of them be v 
| cious, it seems, I nay, ü in the best degret 


ordinary that he should 80 far be ible 
. 5 fear as to engage in a wicked 


ee — conspire to 


lull: him to destruction. But let us 


from this lethargy, let us rouse ourselves 
from this insensibility into which we are 


sunk:.—. it is a fearful thing to fall into the 


hands of the living God. Great indeed, 


and tender are his mercies, but no less se · 
| vere and terrible are his judgements: if we 
continue to despise the former, which we 
certainly do while we are perpetually vio · 
lating our Creator's laws before his face, how 
can we entertain the smallest hopes of escap- 


ing from the latter 7 He is not a God that 
<* hath pleasure in wickedness; neither shall 
« evil dwell with him. 'The foolish: Shall not 


stand in his sight; he hateth all the workers 
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have a great force. in deterring us from vice. 


so also should it have no less in exciting us 


to virtue: it is usus ly a. great encourage · 
ment to men to acquit. themselves with | 


ability and industry, when they kn 
those, whom they love or estee ba 
tators of their actions ; but how ee rea- 
er encouragement should they receive from 
the reflection that the eyes of God himself 
are always upon them. Their fellow crea-· 
tures may deny their approbation for many 


reasons; sometimes the suecess of an action 


is not answerable to its merit, and in that 
case the judgment of mortals is too fre · 
quently guided by the event: sometimes 
our virtues are not understood, sometimes 
they are envied, and in all ins tances, if it 
be from men that we look for recompence, 
we generally reap nothing but disappoint - 
ment. But God regards the principle on- 
ly; if that be good. whether we are suc- 

cevaful | 


in secret, but we may be assured that he 


will not 4 permit us to ce inte 
action: the smallest alms eiven acth® 
ing to our abilities, the most hidden cha. 
ritable wish fervently put up in riv⸗ t for 
our fellow creature attracts his notice; and 
| secures his approbation; he sees them 


will reward them openly. What an incite- 
ment i is it to be virtuous, to know that none 

not only of our good actions but even of our 
good intentions, shall be lost! that the ame 
gracious Being i is the constant Spectator, the 
intelligent judge, and will be the liberal re 
. warder of them ! * 
Besides this a nuenee on our conduct, 1 
which 


_ deterring us from w 


our under it. u 


tain, besides e us to what is good 

hat is evil, it ought ako 
to have an influence on our tempe . 
vent us from too strongly eng the yt 


proach, or too inordinately t lamentin g the 


oppress ion or any calamity or misfortune. 


If an alk powerful and all- merciful Being has 


l under his eye, we may be as- 
sured that nothing can happen to us, which 
is not either goo in itself, or capable of be- 

d by' our own + behavi- 


— 


ing converted into goc 


Man is a very short sghted and feeble 


creature; he is perpetually subject to evils, 


which he cannot foresee, or which perhaps, 
if he could foresee, he could not avoid; he 


ou ght to rejoice therefore, tbat he has a 
beneficent and powerful friend, the constant 


superintendant of his concerns, who will 


never fail to order them for the best, if his 
favour 


64 


. 


On the Onniprecence of God; 


| SERM. - favour i is sought by e m ans 


has — 


yh . do befall him; 
the patience and fortitude, with which he 


submits to them, the noble efforts to Which 


they may give rise, the many virtues, for the 


exercise of which, they afford opportunity, 


have a- constant and accurate witness, who 


is ever at hand to register, and to reward 


them; who will never suffer those who trust 
in him, to be opprcbed beyond their 


strength, to be tempted above what they are 
able to bear; who knows the precise time, 


when the aid of his holy spirit is most Ne- 


cessary, and will be most efficacious ; ; and | 


when he perceives that from the weakness 
of humanity we are almost overpowered, he 


may, either by infusing into us new strength. 


invigorate and revive our drooping spirits, 
or he may by some unexpected turn in our 


concerns do away what oppresses us; or, 
| lastly, 


— 


On the Onniprezenc o Cod. 


lastly by a timely death he may i us 8 ERM. 
IV. 

from our sufferings, receive us himself, and Ss 

recompense us for all we have undergone, 


with a far Ab exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. YE ww 
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ON sds OF OMISSION, nx. 


sr. Marrugw v. 30. | 


Cast ye the unprofitable cervant into outer 
darkness; there shall be weep1 "8, pg 
gnasbing of teeth, 


Is that form of conferalin which is with SERM. 
VA 

great propriety placed at the beginning of * 

our church service, we not only acknow- 

ledge that we have done what we ou ght not 

to have done, but that we have left undone 

what we ought to have done. The guilt of 


A i Christian is made i of omissions as 
F2 . 


p £7 
2G * 


perhaps the former with men in gen 


from its votaries a continued series of posi- 


On Sins of Omission. 


well as. transgressions of his 


may have the greater share in drawing on 
them God's displensure.—It i is certain that 
this is the case with one very large class, 


who are commonly distinguished by the 


name of good Sort of people : : persons of this 
description are guilty of no flagrant viola- 
tions of the laws of God: they are, as far as 
complying with external forms, religious 


and devout, they attend regularly at church, 
they perhaps say their prayers morning and 
evening, they are neither profane nor de 
bauched, they pay to every one their due; 


and yet, if this is all that can be said for 


them, they are very ks from the 
kingdom of heaven. 3 5 
The promises of the gospel are not dealt 
out to negative virtue ; Christianity requires 


tive acts of goodness. In vain shall we plead 
tbat we have done no harm, if we are not 


entitled 


On 3 ö 7 Db e 


ee to say th: 
were not sent into the world to live in ic 
ness, and to go out of it in the same state in 
which we entered into it: it is expected from 


us that we make ourselves better, that ve 


lay out all the en ts of nature and 


of fortune to the den advantage, that we 
acquire habits of holiness and benevolence 5 


which may fit us for that blessed society, 


to which on our 80 doing we may * to 


be preferred. . 61 . 
The dangers which arise to us des omis- 


sions of our duty are by so much the great - 
er, because in many cases they are incur- 


red without our being sensible of them, and 


because in almost all they are not after 


wards remembered. 


If I commit a positive sin, if 1 swear, if 
I am guilty of a falsehood, if I defraud or 
bear false witness against my neighbour, 
I know what. I am doing at the time, 
3 i e e 


* 


we have done 1 we SERM. 


70 | Os — 6 
SERM. 11 en makes an impression on me. my | 
x crime assumes a body and a shape, I do not 
easily forget it, and consequently I may re: 

— of it, aaa of the like 
ane hos? fy e 54 OY 

But when I am ah FOOTY criminal 

when I merely omit to perform either my 

public or private devotions to the Almigh- 

ty, or perform them with carelessness and 
inattention, when I go on from day to day 
neglecting to improve my understanding 

or to render my heart more enlarged. hen 

I take no advantage of the many opportuni· 
ties, which are presented to me of being use 

ful to my fellow creatures, when I make no 
progress in the attainment of holiness, an 

in weaning my affections from the things of 

this world, my offences, having no imme 

diate tendency to cause inconvenience to 
myself or do injury to my neighbour, male 

no lasting impression on my mind; they 
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we comenyently repeated, 0. merely with SER *. 


be _—— for ek the world frequently 
calls a good sort of person, that is, one who 


neither does harm nor good, who is regular 
and decent in his conduct, and takes care to 


do nothing that qua dns him under the 


„ 


1 censure n | 1 e dee a —_ 
piety goes no farther than ceremonials, and 


| whoge benevolence extends not beyond good 
wishes; such an one is represented by our 


Saviour under the character of the servant 


who hid his talent in a napkin. This ser- 
vant neither dissipated what was entrusted 
to him in extravagance, nor lost it by care- 
lessness, but he neglected to improve it! 


and therefore the sentence pronounced 


against him was, Cast JE the unpr ofitable | 


4 e gervant 


; On She: of Omis 
8ER. r gervant into outer darkness, 


* or bib eee pn, dna 


pel aa 


elass : the a ea 


more frequently pointed at the lamp which 
had no oil, the tree which bore no fruit, and 


the talent which was not improved, - 


bad oil, corrupt fruſts, and talents ill em · 


ployed.— On the latter, I suppose, as being 
more self- evident, it was not 80 neeessary 
to insist. Flagrant violations of Goc 's . 
mandments speak for themselves; those 


who are guilty of them cannot but know t 


criminality, and the dangers which they in · 
cur; but ft was an instance of our Lord's 


paternal care to awaken from their sl. 


dreams, to rouse from their imagined secu · 


rity, those who, resting satisfied with nega- 


tive virtue, flattered themselves that they | 
might attain heaven and happiness, 80 "_ 


5 FP did no harm. 


Turn 


hopes of Gods avour 
merely not being na —It n 
the parable of the wise and ſpolish virgins, 
the former of whom were admitted to the 
marriage feast, because they had oil in their 
lamps properly prepared to meet the bride- 5 
groom, and the latter excluded because they 
had no oil. It is not said that their oil was 
bad, that they were wicked virgins, but 
merely that they had no oil, that they were 
slothful and improvident, and had been slum- 
bering in indolence during the whole time 
in which they ought to have been *exerting 
themselves: —“ when the door was shut, 
these virgins came, saying, Lord, Lord, 
: open to us, but he answered and said, 
Verily I say unto you, I know. you not.“ 
The next parable, which immediately fol- 
_ is still more in "__ T have already 
touched 


* 


vered to his ee different sums — 
ey to trade with; on his return summon: 
ing them to render up their accounts, he 
— two of them had been provident and 
industrious, having greatly impraved hat 
| had been intrusted to them, and they accord: 
"ingly receive his commendations and re. 
wards in proportion to their different me“ 
rits; but the third having made no ad van 
tage of his trust, but merely wrapt it in 2 
napkin, meets with the sevenest reproaſs, 
and is ordered to be cast into outer dark; 
_ mere shall be n and un 
The conclusjon of the epi is — of 
ipglichtioniethe parable. At is the remark 
able account, which our Saviour gives of 
the day of judgement. —He represents/him- 


self. as sitting upon the throne of his glory | 
with 


ing the latter from his WR a 1 d don 


runs over 1 


SFT // i nl otic Eons 


tuous: nnd ek inviting dne former : 
to take possession of their reward, 60. ct 
down with him in his kingdom, and banish- 


rits, ds will ace, hum in this e 
tribution: Iota ln 2 Hin beh. 


8 


To the. virtuous hows 5 ma 5 


e nul. is, ag ay . bar 
which . 


es te be of service to them, nen 


not in the sentence passed on them charged 
with having killed, defrauded, or in any | 


: "yy join e 


are rewarded with bliss and immortality. 

On the ot 
demned to wo PR Fe 
omission of those very ict of ven 5 
dor having done chick the righteous re i 
warded with eternal happiness f they ar 


shape oppressed their brethren, but merely 
with having done them no services his 


alone is looked u pon as sufficient to exclude 
them from the presence of God, and de- 
prive them of the enjoyments of heave . 


Nor indeed could we in reason expect it to 


be otherwise. No human accom plishitient, 


no human possession (to speak in gene 
ral) is attained without pains and labour; 


er hand, the wicked are can. 


sittting 


On Sins of Gabe 


fitting still in indolence, and i 
nothing to counteract. their, attainment, is 
not sufficient; we must be assiduously at · 
tentive and anne industrious, if we mans 
wish to succeed. —8 IT ly ther | 
imagine that immortality. of vlies bliss ouch | 
as we can here have no conception of, is to 
be procured: without any efforts, when it re 
quires the greatest to attain even * wy" 
acquisitions of this world. 
I«sghall conclude with | 3 i 


ing you, 8 | 
none of you, because ye think ye can do but | 


little, will for that reason imagine, that "= 
is unnecessary to do any thing. —Ye read 
that of those, to whom much is given, 
much will be required; but can ye suppose 
that of hi m, to whom little is given, there 
will be required nothing? Far from it.— 
Expectations are formed of us in proportion 
to our endowments. —He, who had only two 
talents, was not expected to gain five ;— 
92 find his reward was allotted him for 
gaining 


Kh wing two,” nk: is," for « * "EA N . 


On Sis & on., 


— 


kties permitted him.—In the cam me. 
4 ls who had only one talent, was not 
——————— 
vants, who had more; nor was he punichet 
: for not having done as much as they; bt 
Was punished fer having done nothing, 
for having madd no advantage at all cf 
What was intrusted to him, | * ox4hy 
Let this truth then be deeply engraven on 
you r remembrance, that all men have it in 
heir power to do something for the glory 
of Bed, and for che good of their fellow- 
creatures; and that it is not by che doing 
1 harm, by sitting still in indolence, and 
faneying that we can do nothing, but by un 
active exertion of our respective abilities 
That we can alone deserve and obtain that 
transporting sentence, Well done thou 
good and faithful servant, enter chou lun 
che e y Lord.” 115 


e 
ES * 
”. 


' SERMON 


Pe £ ' 2-4 2 N : w 0 4 AS” 
a ; 4: 548 r 5 VF ol 5x es SES 
227 £4 , 3 Shs = » ' ; = . * s % . 3 * 
5 # WL 2 1 1 « 8 * » 2 f 4138 A 1 3 4 3 : 3 * £ > v 
4 a > ſ . 2 X o © 
8 8 "84 1 - „ 
* - Nos - * * I 1 ; 3 * 27 N * - 1 0 7 * $ 4 * x * 
1 
E 
; 1 , 8 
8 : 2 K a 4 
* ; 4 : | ” "A 3 F 6 a 0 5 4 I of „ . 
| | o _ 
\ * 4 ö 2 
wor our vu EB. ual 


* ; 4 1 , 4 d 
} 1 2 d . , E * > x 1 7 
5511 „ * „ #/ $ 4s $4 & 


2 


* 29 pa : A * 


1 N ; A | f | f "WM b * ; 5 


Sr. Marte Xxiii. 23. Fs 
These ought je to bave Abd, and not to 
leave the n unions. 29918 


[: ho been the 1 aim * infidelity, in 8 * M. 


wary, that religion and present interest are 
incompatible ; that we cannot at the same 


time apply ourselves to our callings here 
and secure our happiness hereafter, but that 


We 


all ages to persuade the credulous and un 


66— TN n 


SERM. we must of Sovetnity: sacrifice either this 
. 47 world or the next. Those who have been 


' On the 7 mpropriety of 


deceived. by this mis representation have, 
f according to their different tempers, chosen | 
two opposite modes of conduct, both very 
far, though perhaps not equally distant, 
from that which sound reason points out. 

. They, on whose minds the goodness 177 
God in their creation and redemption, and 
the immensity of the rewards and punish- 
ments held forth in futurity obtained that 
weight, which in wisdom they ou ght to ob- 
tain, have given up all commerce with 
this world whatever, have betaken them · 
selves entirely to the exercises of piety, 
| have fled to deserts and to cells, and in the 
ardour of performin g their duty towards 
God, have entirely neglected that, which 
is due from them to their neighbour, | 
They on the contrary, whose wärmer 
passions, or whose less enlarged understand 


ing chained them down to what was imme 
diately 


due ng. worldly Dull. 


was present and visible 
ble and distant, have thought it the most 
agreeable, if not the most wise, to listen to 


the gratifications which were at hand; they 


tions, no judgment after death, no heaven, 
whole of their existence. 

served, proceeded on a persuasion that their 
temporal and eternal interests were at va- 
riance; that the one or the other must of 


necessity be surrendered, and that there 


reconcileable. 
I shall in this discourse endeavour to 


ty by shewing that a man may work out his 


the solicitations of their senses, and to seize 


have conducted themselves as if there were 
no God, no account taken of human ac- 


no hell, but that this present life was the ; 


Both these descriptions of men have, I os | 


was no middle course by which they were 


point out the falsity and pernicious tenden- 
cy of this error; I shall point out its falsi- 


Vol. I.] sal · 


VI. 
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— to his earthly « concerns; and I Hall expo | 
| its pernicious tendency, by proving, that to 
withdraw ourselves entirely from worldly 
business is not unnecessary, but criminal 
that religion does not only not command 
such a desertion, but actually forbids it. | 


that he attends. to his earthly concerns. 


\ 


| ries of life, meat, drink, and clothing; much 


import ; © Take, no; thought for your life 


of it. In the same chapter, he says, ff Be. 


2 On he 7 mprodeiehs-of, 


. 
* 


First, then, I am to shew that a man may 
_ out his salvation at the Same time 


- Those who maintain the contrary, cron 
probably their opinion on the following pre 
cepts of our Saviour, and other of the like 


„what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
Fg nor yet for your body, what ye shall put 
„on.“ Here, say they, our Saviour seems 
to forbid all care, even about the necesss· 


more. about the conveniencies and delights 


hold the fowls of the air: they so) 1 


| dating worldly Doſs, 


« barns, yet your heavenly Father feedeth © 


« of the field how they grow, they toil not 
« neither do they spin.“ Here it seems to 
be intimated that we ought, to depend on 
the providence of God for food and raimetit, 
and to use no more industry for obtain 
ing them than the fowls or the lilies do. 
There are various. other texts of this kind, 

all of which there are two ways of explain- | 
ing, and either is suf 
conclusion drawn from them, that worldly 
employments and religion are incompatj- 


ble. One explanation is, that our Saviour 
does not mean to condemn all care what- 


that sort of care which i is accompanied with 
anxiety and distrust ; that he does not in - 
tend to decry every kind of diligence and _ 
industry with regard to our earthly con- 
cerns, but only such degrees of them as 
| WI: would 


00 neither do they reap, nor gather into erg. 


them; and again, 2 Consider the lilies 


cient to overturn tie 


ever about the things of this life, but only 
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SE RM. would take off or too much withdraw; e our 


VI. i 
— attention from the duties of religion. The 

other explanation, which is most probably 

| the true one, is, that these commands; were 


not designed to be. general and standing | 


laws, but were only addressed to, and in- 


tended for the practice of the ſirst disciples; 
for it was necessary that they should al- | 


ways be attendant on our Saviour to be 
witnesses of his miracles, and hearers of his 


doctrines; and in those in particular who 


were to preach the gospel after his resur- 
rection, a peculiar degree of contempt of the | 


world, and disinterestedness, was requisite; 
since they must of course quit their homes, 


give up what prospects they had of advan- 
eing their fortunes, and expose themselves 
to persecutions and deaths of every kind. 


An entire freedom from care and con- 
cern with regard to temporal comforts was | 


| absolutely requisite in these; but thati it is not 


so in all men, is very evident from various 


* 


passages | 


 deserti 2 worldly Duties. 


passages in the epel When the fore- s ERM. 


runner of our Saviour, John the Baptist, 0 
was asked by the publicans and soldiers 
what they should do, what conduct he would 
prescribe to them to fit them for the com- 
ing of the Messiah; to the former he says, 
3 Exact no more, than that which is ap- 
5 pointed you ;” to the latter, Do violence 
to no man, neither accuse Wh falsely, and 
he content with your wages. No men- 
tions you See, of relinquishing their profes- 
sions, which there certainly would have 
been had it been necessary; for John was 
sent for the express purpose of preparing the 
way for the preaching of the gospel. Nor 
is the counsel of Christ himself on a similar 
occasion different: on his being asked by a 
certain lawyer what he should do to inherit 
eternal life? he replies unto him, © What 
-*jg written in the law ? how readest thou p” 
* And the lawyer answering, said, Thou 
* $halt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
G 3- M heart, 


86 + 12 o. Epp of 
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SERM. « heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all 


1 
* « thy strength. and with all thy mind, and 


« thy neighbour as thyself: And Jesus 
| paid unto him, thou hast answered right, 
„ this do, and thou shalt live.” No * 
| junction, your see, to forsake the world, or 


to give up his business; nor is such mean · 
ing fairly to be drawn from _ , 
our Lord's discourses. 1 1 
His advice to the rich young man 10 el 

all that he had, and to give to the poor, 1s } 
certainly much overstrained by those who | 
would suppose it binding on Christians in 


general; it was probably meant as a trial of 
the sincerity of the person to whom it was 
addressed, and certainly extends not beyond 
them to whom our Lord may have directly 

_ enjoined it. It seems to be intimated, indeed, 
though even this has been otherwise explain 
ed, that many of the first converts to Chris 
tianity parted with all that they had, laid | 
the money at the apostles feet, and: lived 
together 


deserting wi ” Duties. „ 87 


together" on a common stock; but it is "_ SE RM: 
bable that they still continued to employ —— | 
themselves in their several trades and pro- | 
re any obligation 8 


fessions. Nor was there 
upon them to this communion of goods, 

St. Peter expressly asserts in the case of 
Ananias and Sapphira; nay, am ong tone, 
who were first called, there are several in- 
stances to the contrary, instances of opu- | 
lent persons and in high civil and military 
employments, who neither divested them- 
selves of their riches, nor forseok their oc- - 
cupations. They are charged indeed, to be 

ready to give, and willing to communicate, 
which they doubtless were; but neither did 
they look on themselves as bound, nor did 
the apostles require of them, when they 
adopted the character of Christians, to desert 
their duty as men. Christianity with respect 
to the civil relations of men to each other, 
and their secular employments, seems to 
have left the world entirely as she found it; 
64 she 


SERM. abe insists teins a ithful ischar 1 
Ae duties of our station, W it n nay- | 
1 be, but nowhere commands that the. otation 1 
itself shauld be deser nt 
enjoined to descend | from his throne, x donde 4 
subject to throw off his allegiance; the 
master is not required to dismiss his ser. 
vant, nor the servant to forsake his mas 
ter, neither is there any precept to the man 
of business to relinquish his occupation. 
Christianity inculcates no virtue, which ; 
may not be practised in the most eminent 
degree amidst society and worldly employ- 
ment ; ; While there are Christian Cuties 
which in retirement and seclusion can 
scarce be practised at * or at best 1 
imperfectly. 
And this brings me to ke L 1 propoce 
in the second place, to shew the pernicious 
tendency of the notion that religion and 


worldly occupation are irreconcileable. — | 
There needs no proof of its destructive ef | 
on fect 


. 


the things on earth. I assert then, that 


nance merit or succour distress; and in 


Side of ha nene e their desire to 
attain the things above, altogether 1 enNOour 


such a ren unciation, $0 far from being ne- 
cessary, is criminal, and that religion does 
not only not command, but actually disap- 


proves it. At the, head ef the Christian 


graces stands benevolence; to do all the 


good we possibly can to our fellow-crear 
tures, i is our bounden and indispensable du- 


ty; now he who secludes himself from the 
world, can observe this but very imper- 
fectly : taking no measures to advance his 


fortune, his bounties to the indigent will be 


narrowed and confined ; not im proving his 
interest, he will be the less able to counte- 


vain 


'8ERM; vain do his — — lune 
ha w advice, whom solitude has eee 2 ö 
| he acquisition of experience. 1 0 J 
I do not say that he will be bie 
b dell to exercise those duties at cal 
but certainly in no comparable degree to 
what he might have done, if idleness or 

eee had not driven him to seclu 
The case of that servant whe wrap- 
wat his talent in a napkin, and applied him · 
self to no means of improving it, is precise. 
ly the same with his who withdraws from 
all the duties of active life ; and it beh. 
us to remember the sentence that his lord 
passes upon him, © Cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness : there Shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” —- 
The world is the noblest theatre of a6 
tion; it is there only that our talents can 
be applied to the greatest advantage, and 
our virtues exercised with the most diffus | 
ive utility. It is not meant by this, that 
_— 


oves : 


| one which is more public; by no me ns! 
it is only meant that whatever a man's 
rank and station in life may be, he ought 
not to desert the duties of it; nor think 
to atone by piety towards his Creator, for 
the neglect of 1 58580 all en _ to his 
fellow creatures. | 
To keep ourselves mne e sin, is 
one motive of retiring from society, but it 
has not in general been found that the ex- 
periment has succeeded. We may quit the 
business of the world, without divesting 
ourselves of its vices ; the exercises of 
piety cannot fill up our whole time, and 
the dangers of idleness are great! From 
some temptations to sin perhaps solitude 
may exempt us, but at the same time it ex- 
cludes us from many. encouragements to 
virtue: if we escape the contagion of bad, 
| we 


tuation ahoukd ſus to exchange it for — 


\ ; 
6 


2 Me 1 propriety „ 


SER we miss nrevise e the influerice of groves 


; VL. 


ample.” FFF 
a Besides, ene ue fancies: himself out of 


the reach of danger, as the retired man is 


833 
F: 5 


apt to do, gives himself up to securit 


and too frequently loses his integrity, from 
being unapprehensive of an attack; while 
J , 2 3 Io a 15 11. 1 3 3 "Int 3 3 
the vigilance of him who lives surrounded 


by temptation, is quickened by a sense of | 


his peril; he sees the enemy always at hand, 


and therefore is always prepared to with- 


stand him. Upon the whole then I con- 


clude, that worldly employment and true 
religion may easlly subsist together, and 


not only $0, but that a life of activity and 


business is more favourable to virtue, and 
perhaps less liable to vice, than a life of so- 
litude and seclusion. We must however 


take care that worldly hopes and fears do 


not gain the ascendancy in our minds; we 


may pursue with diligence, and enjoy with 
moderation, the happiness which this world 


deserting worldly Duties. 7 55 : 93 : 5 


can bestow, where it does not interfere with s ERL. 
our spiritual concerns; but where it does, —— 
it must without a moment's hesitation give 
place. Earthly occupations may engage. 
but they must not engross, our thoughts; 
they may have a share in our hearts, but let 
us not forget that our well-being through 
eternity demands that it should be a Subor- 
dinate share only. There are likewise 
times when temporary retirement from 
the world will be extremely salutary, that 
we may review our past lives, and form 
resolutions for our future conduct - and the 
present approaching season of the suffer - 
ings and death of our blessed Saviour, 
which Christians of all ages seem to have 
dedicated to such purposes, appears to be 
peculiarly proper; but as much may be 
said on this subject, I Shall reserve it for 
a future discourse. 
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ON THE NECESSL TY oF TBMPORARY, AE In E. 
' MENT AND ABSTRACTION, 


Pau iv.. 4 
Commune with your own beart, and i in your 
PT 


: 8 4 
4 „ & 3 


chamber, and be ill, 


In a late discourse TI endeavoured to hes 


the falsity and hurtful tendency of the no- 
tion, that religion and / worldly business 
could not subsist together. I described to 
you the pernicious effects which this notion 
had on those who gave credit to it; that it 
had driven some to sive themselves up en- 
tirely 


S ERM. 
VII. 
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Ha * f | | : | * * F a. 
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e 
rr 


8ER M. rely: to the affairs of this wor :-whites | 
rv had induced others altogether, to eee 
them; that the Tmer had lived as if they | 

were totally unconnected with God ; the 

8 latter, as if they had nothing at all to do | 

with mankind. The conduct of both of 

these, I observed, was far different from 

what sound reason pointed out; that the 

man who gave himself up to this world 


without any idea of another, certainly drev Wl 

on himself everlasting punishment in the | | 

life to come, whilst he who, in the ardour | | 

of piety, was entirely, unmindful of what he } | 

owed to his fellow creatures, debarred him- 

self from exercisin g any Christian virtues | 

5 at all, and could n others but ve! = 
The. | 4 imperfectly.,. mo Boat Trridorc; of AFR Wi i 
— . concluded, on the * that. a 1 0 
tention to our earthly concerns, and the at- ] 
tainment of the kingdom of heaven, were == | 

| very reconcileable, and that perfection of 

' 


character. consisted. in a diligent, discharge 


tenporary Retirenent ca Abitraction. 1 


of our various duties, as men, no less than SER\ = 
as Christians. 1 cautioned you, however, a 
against permitting worldly affairs to gain : 

| the ascendancy i in your hearts ; 1 told. you | 

that they might. engage, but not engross, ; 

your affections ; and that whenever you | 

found your tempor 1 and eternal interest 
at variance, the former must, without 1 
moment's hesitation, give place to the lat · ; 
ter. I added likewise, that in censuring A 
desertion of the duties of this world. I was 
not to be understood as speaking of a tem» 25 
porary retirement from it; that there were 
times when this was not only salutary, 5 
but absolutely requisite ; that the approach- 

ing season of the sufferings and death of 
our Redeemer had been particularly dedi- 
cated by the primitive Christians to such 
purposes, and therefore was peculiarly pro- 
per; and it was on this subject of tempo- 
rary retirement that I engaged to 1 
more at * Ee Mets 000 | 
Vol hs H 
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to it; but all may spend some portion 


ä with the hope which ur beha- 
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I prepase, on 
. fl this anden by pointicg out che em 
ployment Which should engage us in dür 
retirementk, and the rn w My | 
be expected to arise from them 771 
But here I must premise, wh: * 
eee e ee * all men in 
terchinetl- ir a great measure _ man's | 
r in life: some may de 

some days and some perhaps auly 


their time in Solitude and considera 2h1;ahd 
some gain will aeurue Sen from tk 6 dert 


time thus spent“ n {7 e 1 38K 


The employmerit,. then of our ret 
ment should be, on our dnt 
tion as created, - accountable bein 85, .6n Our 
past life, and on our future 


flection on the manner i in which we have 


discharged our duty towards God. and our 
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of our TO and et nal 


Let not ebene who already Th 
ounduct this self examina 6 be ne 
while I point out to them, who 4 e not bo 
well instructed, s6me few duestions to pt 
to themselves: it is woman attend ts 
the necessities of a 3 | 

When, then; you have retired for the' sa- 
lutary purpose of self. examinatiefi, let your 
thoughts and Wr ae 925 of this kind: 

1 find myself placed in a due vr 10 

5 are contintially 
drawing my attention; its cares or its plea- 
sures require so much of my time, that 
perhaps I have scurtely yet found leisure 
to ask myself how long 1 amn likely to con- 
tinue in the same state, and what is to be- 
come of me when 1 g0 into another. Let 
me then ask it now, and ask it serzouely, 
Am I to continue here for ever? and if 

H 2 5 8 not, 


109 On the 4: Mon es 
TIT not; what i is 15 be my condition an 
from hence ?. . With respect to the first 
| question, both experience and seripture will 
tell me, .** that man that is born of a 
7 man has but a short time to "+ that 
three score or four score years at L any | 
are the days of his pilgrimage, but that bs 
may, and probably will, be cut off much 
sooner: let me think how. e of tho 
who set out with me in life are alre ady 
Silent in the grave, -and let me wot; presume 
on the continuance of that breath, of which 
the next moment may deprive me, which 
when I recollect bow many of my co 1pa- 1 
nions have gone before me, it is a subject 
- of wonder that I have enj joyed 80. long. 
This life, then, I cannot but allow i is un. 


certain; it may be put an end to imme 
diately, and at all events will not be very 
lasting. What then follows? Shall that 
stroke, which reduces my body to the dust 


Whence it wan sprung, put an entire 
7 


temporary: Retirement and Dbetraction 7 | 


period to my existence 7 Must TI bid an 
eternal adieu to that being and those fa- \ 
culties which I received from my Maker I 
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Have I been so far raised above the beasts 


of the field in life, only to be levelled with 


them in death 2? Both reason and the Bible 
join to assure me, that this will not be the 
case; that in leaving this world, 1 only 


change, do not part from, my existenee; 


and though after my flesh, worms may de- 


stroy my body, yet that it will be raised 
again at a certain time, and re- united to 
my soul, and I shall live. But what then, 
shall J be happy, or shall J be miserable? 
This, the scriptures tell me, depends al 


together on myself; my behaviour now, 
while I am in this world, will determine 


it; if that be eonducted according to the 


vill of my Maker, I shall be beyond my 
utmost conception happy ; but if on the 


contrary, 1 am wicked and rebellious to his 


laws, I shall be in an equal degree miser- 


BJ, N able; 
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to an end, 20 it ig here; but such as! ib hel 
be at rden, ha it Temain "ie nen 
erty thox aght . an this when 1 
and brought it thoroughly home to you, | 
you will each of you naturally proceed tp 
ask yourself. To Which of these states do 
my actions entitle me? Have they beep 
such as to give me su sufficient cause to flat · 
ter myself with the hope of obtaining the 
rewards of my Creator, or have they: been 
such, that my exppejenen. feln f ker 
doh for nothing but his vengeance , In 
the first place, how haye 1 hehaved myself 
with respect to himꝰ have I frequently 
thought with gratituge of his having firgt | 
created, and since preserved me; of hs 
having sent his only begotten Son, to teach 


me what x. qught to do to lere him, and 
to 
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temporary Retirenant and: @betraction. 5:4 263. 
to gain everlasting: life, and of that same SERN. 
San having submitted to a mast painful \ doe 5 
and ignominiaus: death to atone for my 

imperfect Obedience, and to save me frem 

the consequences gf my - sins ? Have 1 

given him repeated thanks for these in- 

stances of his gopdness, hoth in public and 
private? Have I not suffered myself to 

be deterred from these duties by idle and 

feigned excuses; or if I have been regu- 
lar and constant in the performance of t 

have I been attentive, serious, and hearty ? 4 
Have I besides prayed to God, for the par- 

don of my faults, and the supply of my 

wants P have I had a zeal for his hoanaur? 
do I never take his holy name in vain ne- 
ver brave and affront him by lies and equi 
vocations and do I both by advice and ex- 


S "Þ. » "in * 


ample endeayour to promote the practice 
of piety and virtus, and to discourage that 
of wickedness and irreligion-? As to my fel- | 
low creatures, how. has been my conduct 
1 1 vith 


SERM, with ride to them 7 Have L as our — 
2 - our commands, done unto them. as I wot ule 
wish them to do unto me Have 1 been 

true and just in all my dealings > Havel 
been as careful not to defraud” others; as te 
prevent myself from being defrauded? Have 
I not availed et of superior wealth to 
oppress those beneath me in station, or su- 3 
perior cunning to over-reach those beneath 
me in worldly wisdom'? If I am a fath ler 
am 1 careful that my children are virtuo 
ly educated, and as well as my situation 
Will admit ? If I am a son, am T dutifint ani 
affectionate to my parents? As a master 
of a family, do I set my Spada a good | 
example, and am I as gentle and consider: | 
ate as our common relationship to each 
other demands? as a servant, am I faithful, 
obedient, and respectful? If I am in goo 
circumstances. am 1 compassionate and 
charitable to my poor brethren ? If 1 am 
indigent. am [ humble and lowly to my su- 
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science will ugge 
them, and the freq 1 | 
scriptures will very much assist you, for 


different questions — in self exa | 


mination, Which it is our duty to put to 


ourselves in our urs of retirement: ü con. 


er een of the holy 


in them are enumerated all our virtus 


and vices, and there you will find preei " 
marked out both what God commands, and 


what he forbids. Let me then press upon 
you a diligent and frequent perusal of this 


good book, and more particularly of the four 


gospels contained in the New Testament. 


Each of those, you know, is a short life of 


our Saviour, written by different persons. 


and most parts of them so plainly written, 


that none can misunderstand them: there 
you will find both what our Saviour did. 
and 


A his example and his ingtructions | ** y 
aun practice, you will easily disc " 
manner of men ye are; how: far ye. have 
deviated from the great standard of periee: 
tion, or how closely you have aqhered % 
itim a word, What are eee 
- taining heaven, or what reagen / to | 
epprehend an tit fame pod ph nish.- 
ö Ar i: 
They who can in a — manner 
82 through this important trial, whase own - 
hearts, on an impartial and honest scrutiny, 
bid them. confidently rely on their inne 1 
LEnce, | from the infinite pleasure Which 
self. examination will give them, need little 
| 2 frequently to have recourse to 
it: while they on the gther hand, who ne- 
ver Jogk into themselves but with bam 
anguish, and terror, are too likely to aj, 
every step which may lead to it, are top | 
likely to * from solitude and reflection, | 


and 


_ W " DD *” » ce * wm + 
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tually and volu tari 
selves the gate of everlasting linz ent IN 


piness, when in general they are . $0 ex 


ing woe; à me 
ticipation of mi 


| tual endurance of it to al eter ity ye. 
flying the inspection of their hearts, 
the consideration of their ways, they sl 


up every avenue to reformation, they effec- 
close against them - 


It is strange that men should be so inat- 
tentive and negligent of their eternal hap” 


tremely provident and car Aw. of their, tem- 

poral interest. 6 Wo | 
To promote the latter. — vill ri rise up 
early, and late take rest and eat the bread 


of carefulness; no toils are thought tos 
hard to undergo, no dangers too formidable | 
to brave with a prospect of its advance- 


ment, | 


5 Mebt, Ge to F 
y refuse the edu 


a For surely if af 
death there be à state which is to Last for | 
ever; and if our condition” In that the | 
will depend entirely on our conduct noh, 
nothing but consideration car! be want 
| to rational creatures, to i t 


nduce then 
pursue that which may render them s 
happy as possible. Consideration may in. 
deed at first be the eause of great angüih 
and horror to the guilty person; and this 
may tempt and unfortunately prevail on 
him to endeavour. to drive it from him, 
yet let him recollect, that though he may 
postpone, he cannot finally escape it. Ca- ; 
lamity, sickness, or approaching dissolu- 
tion, will force it upon him, and with pangs 
proportionably increased from their having 
been so long kept off; and alas consider 
tion will then too probably do him little 
5 8 When 


temporary Retirement and: Ab 


rob God, * eee best part of \ — 
our lives, have anxiously daboured e | 
all thoughts of him from gur minds, can 
ve expect that he will take up with a fer 


unprofitable sighs and prayers, which ter- 


ror alone has drawn from us, and which 


we are no longer able to avoid. Long 
have ye set at nought (may he 8 my 


counsel, and hearkened not to my , 


therefore I also will lau gh at your cala- 


mity, I will mock when your fear cometh. 


when your fear cometh as desolation, and 
your destruction cometh as a whirlwind ; 


when distress and anguish cometh upon 


you ; then ye shall call upon me, but I 


will not answer ye shall seek me early, 


but ye shall not find me: for ye hated | 
knowledge, and did not chuse the fear of 


| the Lord!“ — Oh then let us be wise in 


time, and consider these things nou to our 


eternal 
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THE, EFFICACY or REPENTANCE. 
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I Lay unto you, tbat likewise Joy bal be in 
* beaven over one inner that repentetb, more 
than over ni nety and nine Just Persons 

F which need no Penance. of e | 


from the scriptures, there is none which 


. and satisfaction, ' than the assurance which. 


pentance. It is not ta be 


is capable of affording us greater comfort 
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The Efficacy 4 Repen tan ce. 5 


' © SERM. system of morality laid down in the 8 SP 


VII. 


P ©5-Þ 


Lis very difficult to be observed: our nature 
is frail, our pass ions are violent, and the 
174 temptations with which we are surrounded 


very alluring ; ; $0 that notwithstanding all 


our care and all our firmness, the best of 


us are frequently drawn aside from our 
duty: an unsinning obedience is what none 
of us arrive at; . the flesh constantly lust · 


eth against the spirit; in many things ve 
offend all, and yet there is no precept more 
constantly insisted on by Christ and his 


apostles than be ye perfect. Into what 
a state then of despondence should we be 


| thrown, if we believed that every SIN was 
un pardonable ! acquainted as-we are with 


our duty, conscious as we must be of our 
frequent deviations from it, and knowing 


the wrath and terrors of the Lord revealed 


from heaven against all unrighteousness, 
how wide would be the reign of despair, if 
God Almighty, out of his great goedness 
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The Efficacy of 1 


transgressions on our sorrow and amend Wy 


ment; if we had reason to believe that the 


governor of the universe Was inexorable, 
that once offended, he would never be ap- 
peased, there would be nothing left to stop 


us in the career of vice: all hope being 


8 banished, there would be no room for en- 
deavour; the progress of life would be the 
natural descent of negligent despair from 
crime to crime; our first wish would be 
to withdraw our thou ghts from our Crea- : 


tor, and our first happiness to stifle all re- 


flection whatever. But far otherwise is the 


case: not only he who is surprized by ig- 


norance, by negligence, or by passion, into 


the commission of accidental guilt, but 


even the more hardened sinner may be 
sure of meeting with favour, if he will 


but once embrace the means which are ap- 
pointed for the obtaining it; the road to 
mercy and salvation is accessible to all, 
ö | _how- 


Vol. I. 
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had not zolemnly engaged to forgive our SERM., 


VIII. 
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SE RM. however Wade and abando E 


VIIE 


cacy. ” Rebentance: 395 


— have been, if we are sincerely afflicted. at 


the remembrance of our wickedness, firmly 


resolve to forsake it, and prove our since · 
rity by the immediate amendment of our 


lives ; „though our sins were as s carlet, 
they shall be white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool,” 

What a great proof is this of the infinite 


1 of the Almighty, what a conso- 


lation to those who are oppressed by the 


consciousness of their iniquities, what an 
argument to persuade them to repent and 
reform, when by so doing, all in which 


they have offended shall be blotted out, 
and no more remembered against them. 


It would be no small encouragement to the 


sinner, in his advances towards virtue, if 
he only believed that by forsaking his evil 
ways, he should escape the condemnation 


which is denounced against thoss who are 


Unpenitently wicked ; but the ed which 


i 9 a ; ; 18 


as | f «4 ik ff 7 


he is 


is lawful and right, he shall not only re- 
scue himself from perdition,: but will have 


y of Rehm 185 
is offered bim is much n ; 


earnettaways he laments and avoids his 
former transgressions, and doeth that which 


a claim, and perhaps an equal claim, to 


those rewards which his bounteous _ 
has prepared for them who love him. 


Among the Jewish teachers there were 


some very forcible sayings as to the power 
and efficacy of repentance: Great is the 
* dignity of | penitents, great is the virtue 
« of them that. repent, so that no creature 
0 may stand in their rank and order ;” 


and again, „the righteous. may not stand 


in the same place with those Who re. 


* pent.” These are high sayings, and must 


certainly be understood wich allowance, and 


yet they seem countenanced in a degree 


by some passages in scripture. In the 
chapter of St. Luke. from which I * 


I 2 
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or to this: SERM. 
red, that if with gincerity and dl 
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SE RN. my text, are three nens 


they were spoken by our Saviour on his 


being reproached by the scribes and pha - 
risees for his consorting with publicans 


and sinners. The first and second are ex- 


} actly of the same nature, the third is the | 


much celebrated one of the prodigal son; 
the design of them all is to set forth the 
value of repentance. The first of them 
runs thus: What man of you; having | 
an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them; 
«« doth not leave the ninety and nine in the 
„ wilderness, and go after that which is 
lost, until he find it. And when he hath 
« found it, he layeth it on his Shoulders 
% rejoicing. And when he cometh home; F 
« he calleth together his friends and neigh- 
** bours, saying unto them, Rejoice with 
* me, for I have found my sheep which 


„ was lost.“ What is our Lord's appli- 


cation? I say unto you, that likewise 


* joy shall be in heaven over one Sinner 
; 'S { 0 ' that 


-_. 


* 
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« that —— more than over We SER M. 


VIII. 


« and nine just persons that need no re- — 


«« pentance. Nothing can possibly set 
5 the dignity of repentance higher: the Al- 
mighty himself perhaps, and certainly the 
heavenly host, are represented as receiving | 


an increase of happiness from the reforma- 
tion of a sinner; nay, it is mentioned' as 
giving them higher satisfaction than the 
continuance of ninety and nine persons in 
a state of uninterrupted righteousness.— 


How are we to account for this? Is there 


not something in it very strange, and 


almost contradictory? What! is it not 
| better to have been engaged | in such 1 | 


course of action as to preclude the neces- 


sity of a change; to have done nothing 


which requires sorrow, so to have lived as 


to have no need of repentance ? | Is not 
prevention better than remedy ; Or are we 
to sin, that grace may abound ? God for- 
bid! The great hazard of our being so ena- 

I 3 moured 


„„ The Eee of ellen 
SERM. mvured of our vices as never to be vil g 


— to forsake them, or of -our being-cut off: it 


tional being from acting on this cc 


the midst of them, and prevented fr 
being able, is alone sufficient to deter a ra- 


n. 8 


But yet repentance appears to de 8580 


ferred before constant righteousness. at 


If this really be the meaning of > thi 


passage. it perhaps may be un for 
in the following munner? e 


Buy the ninety and nine just persons men 
tioned in the text, we are not te under 
stand persons absolutely and unexception- 
ably virtuous, but persons who possess thut 
degree of limited virtue, which falls to the 
share of fallible men; persons, Who have 


their imperfections and frailties, but Who 


yet live so in the main as to be under no 
necessity of altering the whole course of 


their lives, and 80 may be said to need no 


bo | 3 
repentance. Now to these the sincere pe- 
nitent may * be Superior 3 he may, 


I say, 


erg | 


I ay, for it becomes us to 2 with dif. SERM: 
fidence : for first, if the value of virtue be 33 
in proportion to the difficulty of Y practising 
it, it is certainly much more difficult to 

| stop in the career of vice, and to turn to 

auhat is lawful and right, than to persevere 
in the same good course, in which we have 
been always engaged. The single effort, 
by which we recover ourselves from the 
downhill road to perdition, requires a greater 
share of resolu tion than an hundred acts of 
habitual virtue. Add to this, that peni- 
tents are usually much more zealous in 
the practice of religion, much more strict 
in their integrity, than those WhO have 
never grossly offended: their trouble and 
remorse for their sins spur them on in the 
| ways of goodness and piety, and a lively 
sense of their past errors makes them 
more fearful of displeasing God, and very 
anxiously desirous to atone for their former 
deficiency by superior present exactness. 
Tl 


120 


VIII. 


ac. of Repentance. *S 


SERM. Their affection to their Maker is — 
= more vehement, and burns with a brighter 


flame; they have not only the same causes 


| with others to adore and to love him, but 


this additional one, that he most kindly 
gave them time and inclination to see the 
folly and danger of their evil ways ; that 
he did not cut them off in their sins, but 


by the suggestions of his holy spirit has 


brought them within view of heaven ane 


happiness. To whomsoever much is for 
given, the same will love much.” Pe- 


nitents likewise are in general more eager 
for the conversion of others, from a deep 
sense of what was once the danger of their 
own state; they have also less pride, from 
the recollection of what themselves tor- 
merly were, and are more compass ionate 


and charitable to the vices and ollen of 


their neighbour. 


So that sinners do certainly very . often 
when they have once repented, arrive at a 
greater 


NIE 


greater degree of phitbcelod;; than those, 
who have been always trained and accus · 
tomed to a good life. 2171 Th f "Tt 501 4323 22 


If however it should still be PREY: 
that * the highest mansions in heaven will | 
be reserved for those who have never de- 
parted either very 1on g. or very far from ; 
their obedience, still it must be allowed that 
the efficacy of repentance is very great: it 
gives joy to the inhabitants of heaven, re- 
deems the penitent from destruction, and 
entitles him, if not to the very highest, yet 


certainly to a distinguished situation in the 


kingdom v G = f A in 
I shall conclude this discourse by tracing 


out the usual progress of repentance, and 
the marks by which it may be discerned, 


whether it be a repentance unto sal vation. 


The first and main step in this rugged road. 


In consideration 3 and that, once properly 


* See Dr. Powell, towards the conclusion of his 
Sermon on the Prodigal Son, | 
| | 1 
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SERM. used, all the rest follows of caves? For 
| 3 surely it is impossible for the sinner to re · 
flect seriously on his degraded and perilo 
situation, of the ingratitude which he has 
bommitted against God, who has laid all 
possible obligations upon him, of the foliyß 
which he hath been guilty of towards him. 
self in forfeiting his title to eternal bliss 
and glory, and of the danger to which he 
has subjected himself of everlasting perdi | 
tion; that there is but one step between 
_- him and death, and not another. between 
that and hell, surely it is impossible for 
him to lay these thoughts seriously to 
heart, without being deeply concerned that 
he has acted so absurdly and criminally, or 
Without wishing most devoutly that he had 
done otherwise. Hence arises sorrow for 


his sins past, which is the main ingredient ; 
in repentance ; for a desire and resolution 
to avoid the like vicious courses in future | 


21 


naturally and usually follow, So far re- 
| pentance 
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pentance is or by: 3 a S'ERM: 
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vobler motive nll dogin; 0 opera . Our 


is easy, and almost unavoi n tos lite of 
piety and virtue; and that ge 
hope of pleasing our Maker a 


the glorious rewards, which he path g Ang 


mised, will soon predominate. The drez 


of punishment may deter us Bm relapsing 
into gross wickedness, but it must be the 


desire of gaining the approbation of our 
Creator, and becoming partakers of his hea · 


venly promises, which can alone excite us 
to any sublime height of virtue. Repent · | 


L345 


ance, we See, begins with consideration, 
from whence results sorrow for sins past; 
this sorrow produces a reso] ution to avoid 


the like in future, which is the beginning 


of reformation ; and that once entered upon, 
and the prospects of eternal bliss, and glory 


opening upon us and animating our exer: 


tions, there is no degree of perfection at 
which | 


2875 Nn bl * ve 580 mee 

＋mansions in chenden which we may not à 
tain! A trite penitent leben is! ente, why 
is ee cohvificed of the folly,” base- 
ness, and } ingratitude of sin; who has for- 
aken it, from the danger to which it expos· 

eld him, and who has embraced a life of ho- 
liness, from the hopes of pleasing his Maker | 
and attaining his gracious promises. He 
never looks back to his past life without 
shame and self.abhorrence, and is partieu-· 
larly cautious not to call to mind his for- 
mer vicious pleasures, except to quicken 
his sorrow and contrition, and to beg mercy 
of God for having been guilty of them. Re 
ftecting on the injury which he may have 


done by his former bad example, he is desir- 


. dite ht 'comrvign ey de t 20 
maniſest, and that he may become an em. 
nent pattern of what is just and worthy ; as 
he was formerly the cause of reflections on 


his Profession of a Christian, he will be care- 
ful 


1 — WW. 


alied by SE N 
I 


ful that those who were once scan 
his vices, may now be edified by his virtues; \ 
he will make his light shine before men, 
| that they may s 2: his good works and glo- 5 
rify, on his account, his: Father which is in : N 
heaven. If he has wronged any one, he will | 
be rigorously-exact in making restitution-; 
for it is impossible he should be in earnest | 
in his reformation, if he continues ene 
or retain the acquisitions of sin. | 
Lastly, he will — avoid those | 
companions and those situations, by which 
he knows himself liable to be drawn into 
vice; a relapse may otherwise be the con- 


| 

4 
| 

| 

1 
- ] 
| 

1 
| 


sequence, and his rashness i in hazarding it 

may provoke God entirely to withdraw 
from him his holy spirit, and so his last 
state may be worse than his first. Let not 

however the penitent be discouraged by un- 

premeditated and unintentional lapses, at 


his first entrance into repentance; let him 
not provoke them, but let him not despair, 


. - 
14 
* 

* 


obedience. But let him persevere in his 
exertions, and he will rise auperior to his 
more firm, will be continually; making new 
accessions in holiness till at length he is 
freed from this life of probation by death, 
and will attain that state where there Is 
assurance of righteousness and happiness 
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I bave learned in whatsoever| state-T'\am, 


. therewith. to oy content. (tis e 

I Is all Situations of 1 discontent 1 is very SE R NM. 
py IX. 

1 unreasonable; happiness is dealt out to 
. mankind with an equal hand and though 

7 the high and the low, the rich and the Poor. 

. the old and the young, are subject ea | 

1 them to particular evils, from \ which, they | ; 


see others perhaps exempt, yet, if they 
would 


4 


128 +. On Contentment. 


— 


SERRNI. would view the matter im tially, | they | 
—— would perceive that they are made amends 
for these evils by particular advantages 
which others do not enjoy. Discontent is 
notwithstanding, very universal, and the 
poor in particular, by which I. mean the 
labouring part of mankind, are apt to think 
that they complain with the greatest reason, 
and their murmurs, if not the deepest, 
are at least the loudest, and the most 

known. „ Sr 
Of these there are some who are so ab- 
„ surd as to think it unjust that there should 
| be any such thing as inequality among 
mankind ; there are others who see the 
impossibility of all being equal, yet think 
it an hardship that it should fall to their 
lot to be at the bottom of the scale; while 
a third set look on the evils. of poverty as 
80 intolerable, that they would be willing to 
hazard a general confusion of their country | 
for the hopes of 1 improving their condition. 


T'hope 


w- 


wi ; Contentment... „ 129 
 Ihope, in this discourse, 6 SERM. 
and inj justice - of, eee, of 1 by = 
proving tg 
First, that it f; is a * impornble. __ 
inequality. ef rank and riches should ne 
prevail, and that this being the case it is no 
more an hardship on one man to be low and 
poor than it would ha ve been upon another. 
Secondly, that the poor are free from 
many evils which the rich suffer, and enjoy 
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many comforts which the rich want; 80 

that there is the greatest reason to believe 

that their state is as happy, on the whole. 
Thirdly, that supposing any violent 1 


he vulsion of the state was to bring about a 
u change of conditions, many would be made 


miserable by it, and none would be made 
happy. t K l 
First, 1 am to prove that iti is a thing im- 
possible that inequality of rank and riches 
should not prevail. 5 


It is clearly a great argument in n 
Vol. I. &- - 0 


3 


— 


1 


E ot this assertion, that we know to u ber 
A tainty that in all ages of the world "ther 1 
ever has been this inequality. 

Bible; from the very earliest e and i" 
After the flood, and you will meet with the 
mention of kings and princes and masters 
and of subjects, servants and slaves:—you | 
may remember the names of Nimrod, Mel. 
chisedec, Abimelec, Pharoah; all of them 

kings, or men of great rank and power: 
you may remember also, that Abraham ani 
Lott, Isaac and Esau, J acob and Laban, 
had each of them his herdsmen and his ser 
vants: there is then a great presumplos 
that what always has been is in dhe corte 
of nature, and that it could not be ordere 
otherwise. e 
But I think, without having recorbe t 
what always has been, the assertion may be 
| proved to you from. common sense and rei 
son. For supposing this equality, 80 de. 
sired by * to take place, it i is won a 
ö N _ 


\ 


K 8 S 7 


ble, 


more fortunate. than an0the 
he will acqu ire a greater portion of worldly 


would you take it from him 5 


» F T So 


On Contentment, 


able, I affirm, that it should continue; one 933 M. 


man will be more skilful, more industrious, . 
T., consequently 


goods. What? would you do in this case? 
would you 


not allow him to enjoy his on earnings! 
Fine liberty this would be, and much en- 


couragement to sobriety, industry, and ex- 


ertion! who would study, who would labour 


for the comforts and conveniencies of life, 
or do any thing more than merely procure 


the necessaries of it, if he did not hope to 
gain, by his studies or labours, some supe- 
riority, to acquire some possessions above 


his fellows, and to be allowed to transmit 
them to his children ? Destroy all hope of 


acquiring and transmitting superior wealth 


and superior power, and you put a stop at 


once to all the arts and sciences, and man 


would soon degenerate into a mere savage; 
he would labour indeed just enough to get 
K 2 


where- 


s E RM. . wherewithal to "antiafy the wants of nature 


On con ten ment. 


but no more. It follows then, as you would 
not destroy the whole happiness and dignity 
of the human kind. that you must alloy 
men to retain what W acquire 1 their | 
Tm abilities or industry. | 
Hence, immediately will arise an ineque | 
lity which will be perpetually i increasing: 
so that if you were to make all men equal 
in riches now, unless you could at the same 
time make them all equal in abilities, in. 
dustry, and good fortune, within the space | 
of a very few years, the business would be 
to be done again : : all the confusion, all the 
misery, all the bloodshed, which must na- 
turally attend such a flagrant violation of 
justice and equity, would be again to be 
endured. I say nothing now of the great 
phvotittights'? which men reap from this in. 
1 of ranks, my only object being to 
point out to you—that in the nature of 
things it must exist. | 


This 


"his 
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say—that some must be rich and some 


you to have been among the highest; it is 


tended that men should be placed in this 


of virtue: poverty is your lot, and there- 


On — | „„ . 133 * 


This being the case, it is akt that it SERM. 
IX. 


is no more an hardship on one man to be *— 
poor and low than it would have been upon ” N 
another. I allow perhaps, one of you will 


must be poor, but why is it my lot to be 

among the latter ꝰ consider that every one 50 
might say the same! self · love may perhaps : 

carry you to fancy that your meri ts intitle 


probable that you are mistaken ; but if not, 
you must remember that it never was in- 


world according to their different degrees. 
fore you ought to rest contented with it; 


why It is your lot it might be difficult to 
Say, except that it is the will of God! It is 


probable, however, that if any of your im- 


mediate forefathers had been eminent for 


their abilities and industry, or if some of 
them had not been idle and extravagant, 
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Vo you endeavour to make * up en wa | 
wanting in them; be e sober. be be industrious: 
ou may improve your condition b I 

what. you can foresee, at least you will 
leave an excellent example to your chil. | 
dren, by which they may be incited to im- 
prove theirs, and in the mean time you 


yourself will live more ee nt 
| happily. n 


But it is time that I Protec! to . 


proposed, in the second place, to prove that 
the poor are free from many evils, which 
the rich suffer, and that they enjoy some 


comforts which the rich want ; and tha 


there is the greatest reason to believe wal 


their state is as happy on the whole. | 
The first evil that torments the 1 fich | 
from which the poor are exempt, is care! 


The sleep of the labouring man is sweet, | 
but the abundance of the rich will not suf, 


fer 


many of this dest 1pt 
with anxiety, Satrin, appretenjon. 


e. a wor chen burthen. upon 
: hands, 5 8 4 Ew „ 18 ! . 


those who have never felt it ean conceive, 
It is a great evil in itself. as none, it is ge- Ek 


those Who have not! ng 
the Source « many other evils ! Into what 
| degrading and, des: 


„ FROG . 4 


nerally allewed, enjoy liſe 80 little, * 


to do; ; and it is 


1 ctive ap are 
mploymen aki are prejudicial 


tot their health, their character; their eternal 


1 | : K4 oe - ans 


themselves with as much it 

severance bs those Who 
This is a 3 eonſteasgeid - f the 

tage of employment: „ Which 


mercifully for the poor has provided to' | 


*. 


their hands. Hence arise several other 
vantages, which should not be 
aflence.” Fromm theiconvient/etngl 
of the labouring man arise health; 
sleep: all these the poor; for the most 
enjoy in a greater and sweeter degree: 
the rich! The luxuries, which the 
have so much at command, few of them 
have the selfdenial to 
are afflicted with languors, 
and premature old age! their want of suf. 


0 


| dainties and sple 

ot to imagine 1 

; fine houses and 5 ; 

: appurtenance-which belong to grandeur, | 

ö the same light that vou do: no z—a very 

y little use renders all these things indiffer- 

n ent to them, and 1 their m a 

t palaces, and roll along i in their Splendid cars - - 

4 riages, receiving | m | 

, them than you de from your humble cot- 

} tages, or from walking: along by the * | 
side. 1 BO 2 ö 


over the rich, is, the ease with which they | 
put their children out into the world 3 
you are b ue perhaps, but nothing i . ; 
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lhe i EY poor man is 
i OA i 


d dlentg⸗ bet Gel eil me 1 
mir livelihood.” The matter is reverse 
with respect to the rich man; he provides 
-for- his offspring without much SUSeulty-iy 4 
their" childhood, but the greatest 
. to settle them properly in the world I they 
mamust de settled in such a manner (at Jeast 
if their happiness is consulted) as that their 
habits of life shall not be entirely different 
tte what they have been in their paren 
house; and here is the difficulty, a subject 

of anxiety with which every parent intthe Wl 

middle and higher ranks of life, who hass 

. numerous raged bat $90 mad a = 1 
[ quainted. eo Dookie Can ER 1 
” I now pass to what | propos: th | 
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about a change: of me many woos 
de made miserable ns adhd 
l apposed that this COnVE WP 


it would at the 8: same time make them all 
miserable! All subordination being done 
away, confusion, strife, Al 
unquestionably succeed! To these you may 


F Ä ˙ A ̃²— A 


ls 8 — 


sion  comld really. make all men equal, it 
requires but little  foresight to perceive that 


bloodshed, would | 


add famine; for, small as the quantity: of 
land would be, \ which on a division wo 
fall to each man's share, it would de im- 


possible for him, for many reasons too ob- 
vious to mention, to acne it 3 2 8 75 


cultivation. 
But this idea of e is ridioulouk, - 


Suppose then that by some great convul- 


sion, thou gh inequality of property should 


contimies yet that property itself Should 


2 hands, that e now / rich should 
become 


* 


| said before, the 1 luxuries vith which the 


licity to hin. [05x if POR were withdpawi | 
from him, their loss would be severehy 
| felt: he has probably been inured to them J 
from his childhood, and, from long use, it 
would be death to him to relinquish them. N 
B Besides, if it be expected from him, that 
he get his livelihood and maintain his fa. 
mily by the labour of his hands, be must 
infallibly starve; for though originally he 
may have been gifted with the same 
strength and activity as the poor man, 
yet, from having been brought up to 
employments totally different, it is now 
| utterly out of his power to exert them 4 
to any effectual purpose. Let me observe 
. however 


bourer could: not. be more irkome to the - 
rich man, than the occupations of many of 
those called rich would be to him who: has 
been all his life used to labour. The states- 

man, the lawyer, the clergyman, would 8 


make but bad figures at the plough, the 


Spade, or the flail; but the labouring man 
would make quite as bad a figure, and 
would be still more out of his way in the 
senate, at the bar, or at his studies! We 


are all of us both more useful and more 


happy i in the line to which we have been 
educated and accustomed. The enn 
up of a man's habits of life always makes 
him miserable. This has frequently been 
seen when a poor man has been suddenly 
lifted into great riches: the novelty of 1 
may, perhaps, at first have given him some 
sort of tumultuous satisfaction; but this 
is so soon over, that his time grows quite 
a burthos: on his hands: : his old compa- 
nions 


- as b 


n. nions pre-takeg up efron mornin 
in their e | employ nents, - 


pt same fortune. with himoalf, ne m pro- 
J bably neither mer receive pleasure. 
The usual issue is, that he falls into tl. 
tish customs, lives neither useful to others 
nor happy within himself. and from indo 6 
lence and luxury contracts diseases up- f 
known to the laborious, which eonduat him 
ä prematurely to the grave. No, no; the 
only change to be desired in our situatiq I 
(if indeed any be really desirable) is a g. 

dual one. We all wish to better ourselves; 
the desire is commendable, and if honesth 
and resolutely pursued, certainly makes us | 
useful, and is eee attended with 
success. 6 bett 1 
Let us not abs any 1 us, * our 905 1 

tion what it will, murmur and repine at 

it, or desire it to be abruptly changed ; let 
5 8 . 


* 
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=. 


us not think; however low it may be, that ans. 
it excludes. either dignity or happiness =: — . 

Neither of these is at all connected with Ee 
situation; dignity arises from discharging | 
the duties of our Station with industry, 
honesty, and perseverance, and the pea- 
sant who does this is infinitely more dig- 

nified than the noble who- omits it ; while 5 5 
happiness is altogether independent of ever | 

thing external, it is seated in the mind, and 

is as easy (to say the least) to be obtained 

in a cottage as in a palace. Let us not 

then look to the right hand or the left 

with envious or malignant eyes, at the, i | 5 = il 


rank or possessions of our neighbour, but 
let us look straight forward to that point 


Which alone concerns us, the duties and 
employments of our own station. Let 
us not covet nor desire other men's 
goods; but let us learn and labour truly 
*« to get our own living, and to do our 
« duty in that state of life unto which it 
„ has pleased God to call us.“ 
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Ir is sca ly necessary to observe to ye 
that, although the ten | | 


drawn up in 


very extensive. T 
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* 6 ud F 2 1 


chosen for our present consideration, ap- 
bears perhaps only to forbid a false oath in | 


of a fel- | 
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8 5 On can and Detraction. ED 


SERM, low-creature, but i in reality it comp rehend: 
NE ed and p rchibits every sort of ir injury, "which | 
De: the tongue of zone man can do to the = | 
n racter of another. The most atrocious „ 
these i is clearly that, which Seems to have 
been more particularly in the contempla- 
tion of the legislator, : the solemn affirma- 3 
tion before a magistrate c of what we know to | 
be untrue to the ini 1 ry of another. The 
offence, both against God and man, which 
this crime comprises, is 5 is 80 heinous and 
malignant, that there is no need to dwell I 
on it: it speaks for itself, nor is it possible 
for words to place the e al ing | 
| stronger light. 4 | 
Ih be next degree of guilt in the vii 
15 | of the ninth commandment, is that of him, 
£26 who affirms in private life what he knoys 


+ EF 1 


1 to be false vith an intention of e 


little difference, whether. 'he himself » were 
the original inventor of the slander, or whe- 


ther he reports it after another, if he knows 
What 


Sages 


what hee eaying tobe untrue, hes. e 8E 
iy culpable. The en to: pra il GD 
eon defamed is off „ 
he would have rec, 10 d fr "0 | 
mony in a court of een n charaoter, 5 
his livelihood per IDs, ; 
pends on that — are the sacrifice 
or if his circumatatices)sbould he such, as . 
to prevent his sufferffiꝶ un this last particu- 
lar, yet the !wourid t his feelings is often 
more insupportable than 2 8 misfortune t 
to his person or property. 15 ft 
A third offender against "EE nitith; com- 
- mandment is he, who repeats: to the detri- | 
ment of another reports which he has 
picked up in conversation, not indeed know: - 
ing them to be false, but which he might 
reasonably presume to be so, or which at 
least he does not know to be true nor in- 
deed is he solicitous about the truth of 
them: he has heard them, he can give up 
his author, if it be necessary, and therefore 


5 . ts. A 2 * * ” * 
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n 


* . 


E surely. 


— 


eure ay, he thinks, he has Aa rig ht to rep 


\ Sepeticien generous? 7 is oi doing g 2255 80. 
wish others to do by him 7 Far from it! it 


is c cruel; it i is what i in his own: case he would 
resent as the most barbarous treatm 


But he is deceived in the matter of right; 1 
he can have none to affirm any thing which | 


may injure the character of another, of the 
truth of which he is not absolutely certain: 


when he detracts from the reputation: 0 a 
fellow-creature, it is not allowed for him to 


be mistaken: he must have seen with his 3 


own eyes, heard with his own ears, or re · 
ceived his information from a source equal. 
ly infallible, before it be permitted him to 


speak evil of his brother; and even then 
there ought to be some very important 
cause which may in a manner extort from 
him, and authorize his censures; if there 
be not, to speak against another, Weener 
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truly, is still criminal, «till di ec " | 
dictory to the precepts of the wee e HL 
Another an 1 of evil speaking. by » which | 


15 wa the re eputation of our -neghtour hee 5 
e fixing on bim in general terms a bad 
characters calling him, for exam ple. covet- 8 
ous, proud, foo ish, or hy ocritica 
ing to him any ill propensity in the gross, 
without mentioning any particular instances 
of it; this is very common, and though 
not 80 much condemned as falsely c char 
ing a person with any particular ba ac- 
tion; yet it is in effect perhaps more injue 
rious- to him: an unjust accusation of some 
one single crime, if it come to the know- 
ledge of the person accused, he may possi· 
bly be able to refute, but when no particu - 
lar time or place is specified, but merely a 
general charge brought, how can he e _ == 
N that e more en RD 
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0 Calumny 


with those to whom be ie not wen ly 
r known Jac; 4 0% OM 0 a1 read 15 5 2 
„„ Another 1 gratifying, his, deu 


| which the calumniator practises, is by n 
; calling good qualities; or attributing them 
5 jo and the, actions W ch arise from 5 hem, to 


1 bad or interested motiyes. If he is told of 
ga generous charitable man, he will call him 
extravagant, will hint that he is running 
4 dut his fortune, and-ruininy (his family; or 
1 . he will insinuate that his generosity arists 
JF merely from ostentation, and from the de 
sire of procuring distinction cf - he hears 
of another, Who is eminent for his exact 
performance uf his religious dutirs, he will 
- 4 suggest that he is perhaps hypocritical, that 

1h he has some private end to answer * i 

and that it is not reverence to God, but 

hope of gaining the reputation of pete 

sanctity, and arriving thereby at some pro- 

4 motion, by which he is actuated: in the 

same manner he will misinterpret and tra- 

5 ; 0 


* » - * — 5 
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my — of the truth of which he must 
be doubtful: for how. can any. v ether h. 8 1 
zeart 75 n can he he 


possibly Fraß my Rem 
acquainted wn more of my 


my words or brei actions dec are 7 
these uniformly or generally manifest 
to be possessed of any particular good qua- 
lity, how can a  fellow-creature presume 1 5 
x that I ama not possessei of it ? my heart is 
known to my God alone: and if all that 
appears of me to the eyes of men be praise - 
worthy, it is the beight of injustice and 
slander to en me on mere surmise and 
suspicion; and there is @ PSN liar eruelty 8 
in it, as surmises and suspicions of this 
kind I can neyer refute: if my heart must 
e : & - 4 | 5 


Ny . or actions may de eee or n = 
ritorious, how is it possible that TY wo | 
ever ern 
There are many other modes of + july | 
the reputation of another, to which he who 
| r in scandal has recourse: one man 
will tell all the failings of his neighbour, 
and suppress all his good qualities; ano · 
ther, in representing a particular transac. 
tion, will tell only the truth perhaps, ut = 
will not tell the whole truth, and by what / 
he omits will fix as deep a stigma on the 
person or persons concerned, as if he had 
invented and related of them something 
| more than the truth; a third will destro 
I reputations by broken hints and expressive 
signs, and by an apparent unwillingness to 
speak openly (what possibly has not "the 
8 least foundation) on WP on it a greater 
5 | 5 de of credit. 9 
| A fourth e and perhaps th 
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most | e bd 1 r 


vents his calumnies -ur der 
benevolence; (WS: with an 
candour, pretending to tante tow 
whom he has heard, or or 
heard attacked. overuhelms them wi 


weak arguments in their defence; some - : 


times, under the e of wiping of one 
he will insinuate many 
more; ee or doubting the imputation 
of one crime; he will allow that the person 
accused is guilty i in many other respects ; 

now he will praise a man inordinately be- 
fore his enemies, on purpose to draw from 
them an attack on him; at another time 
he will attribute to his acquaintances goo 


false accusation, 


qualities, in which they are notoriously de- 
ficient, for the pleasure of hearing himself 
contradicted, or to bring into * those ; 


virtues which they reayy 9 F arg SH 
F have 


- feigns that he has | 
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M: have still f 


does wot ons 
he delights in it, . by "OY bee 


fan! 


6 niator to ar out | and Ma 
V less guilty then the person whois 
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chief motives: by which men, who ne 
guilty of this odious vice, are actusted 
and in so doing evince its wickednews; | 
and I shall conclude with shewing the im. 

 tailers of what is supposed harmless Sn 
dal will be startled, perhaps. when: 
hear that their vice, as well as 
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of surpas sing. or at least of having the 
ing, them in whatever 


level with those whom he sees most dis- 
tinguished, or b even te elev ate hi | 
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he values the preservation of his own fame, 


scorns, as well 
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N ment of their | | 
a nearer and an easier way; 


| | f 
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—” worthless are exalted, and therefore 


5 they are calumniating another, or :detr: 
ing from his merits, his depression is but 


a secondary motive with them, their o 
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to the species of pride above · men 
: but yet it is not quite the same; it is een 
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we have received from our / neighbour 
some real or imaginary injury; some op- 
position of interests has arisen between no 
us; or someè other circumstance has hap- © 
pened, be it what it may, which has pre. 
voked our dislike of him; perhaps it is not | 


n our idea to an ade || 
we therefore commence aan | 
attack on his character,” vilify and ao 
nim 


other way, or not 
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the bare enumeration of f 
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sufficient to bring. disgrace 
: 4 2 2 7 . = | . 1 8 8 1 
on Whatever flows from them gz 1 


7 


should be still more o our 
fal 


and happin rss. which it must 


in this world and the next- 
But, first, L will gust me 
ground of scandal. ty 
| There are many who. repeat and agg 
stories to the disgrace of their 
who are said to be influenced by) no o 
motive than the desire of h wy T 1 
selves talk, and contributing to the enter 
C : Po tainment 
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| cainitent of Tee med 7 but wi 5 1 AN. 

bee duesticned whether r be ever the Wo. | 2 

: sole motive, amd whether. 8 | i 

f less degree, yridkys envy; or multice- do nod 

WH mingle with it or at the best, supposing | 


the vain man entirely free from aux ee 
in his defu matory practices, and instigated 
merely by folly; he is yet a pandar to the 
vices and bad pass ioris of ) h ers: he does 
an infinity of mis chief, and that perhaps 
to the most deserving. and is guilty of the 
greatest cruelty and injustice. He, who 
uttereth slander, is a fool ; he is a gr. 
enemy to his own interest and happiness, a 
both in this world and the next. This as- 
sertion is true, not only of a slanderer, 
properly so called of one who invents and 
propagates falsehoods to the damage of 
another's reputation but of him likewise; 
who on slight suspicions and weak grounds : 
takes up, and goes about repeating ru- 
mours, which may possibly in some de- 


gree 


2 
* 


creatures be of any value in 1 
ther ages thine, of pos 


ventor of slander, the propagator of ca. 
lumny. the retailer of scandal and detrac- 4 


and abhorrence { to those Who are imme- 
2 diately, injured by him he is particularly 


ber, whom they would not more readily 
par don, hop, the robber of, | 5 goo 


* 4 pursues the calumniator with his ha- 


from whom, knowing how he behaves to- 


| that he of all others s: Stands | 
; ing itz the in. 


#3 


is the object of universal contempt 


odious, nor is there any other kind of rob- 


1 it is not . inj dad person er 


tred; all men make common cause against 
him; the virtuous and noble cannot ber 
the thought. of being deprived of a well 
earned reputation. and of being gubjectel 
to the pestilential breath of obloquy : — 
they of course hold bim in detes tation, 
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to expe injuries of. the bam 
themselves 3 NAY, even the vicious dislike 
and dread him, and though, from the ws 8 
nature of all sorts of vice, they may take | 

2 pleasure in listening to his def matory _ 
conversation, yet for his person they still 
entertain an aversion; thou gh they may 


love the slander, they hate the slanderer. 


But with his character his views in life 


must suffer at the same time; since ho 


will have dealings with, who will trust, 
assist, or promote the common enemy of 
mankind? His peace of mind too must 5 
be entirely gone, as he must live in per. 
petual apprehension of being detected and 
brought to shame, and of sufferin g either 
in his person or his property for his fal- | 
sities and ill-nature. Such, and many more, 4 
are the evils which attend the calumniator; 
and, in addition to them, n. repent- 
vor. I. 5 2 _ | 
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ad thre down we that 
If, as St. Paul sahs, no 
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ve removed; wo without truth or justice 


or vain word we must 


„ words of this kind?” 
5 3 8 truth and void J. 
negatively vain and useless, but 


words; not 
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der should here avoic 
punishment, yet infalli 


dreadful day, 
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much more frequently find himself called 


generality of men, in all material things, 
f „ know 


Be noi drunk with wine, wherein 15 ercess. 
| | . f 4 


on to do the latter than the former. The 


Tax buainess of the minister of the gospel SERM. 
is not only to instruct his audience in WY 
those truths of which they may be igno- 

rant, but to remind them of those which 5 
they may have forgotten; ; nay, he will 
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eg know their duty. ex nd when | 
N they swerve from it, it 2 cithes that they | 


good books, and listening, to discourses 
from the pulpit, 80 very useful; it is not 
that either, generally speaking tell you 
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are carried away by the violence of some 
passion, Which transports them to despize 
all arguments against it, or, what i is more 
frequent. these en do r not t prevent. 


themselves at the WV“ 
This it is, w Which renders the reading a 


any thing quite new, but they bring to 
your remembrance things of the utmost 
importance, which the cares and Pleazure 
of the world are too apt to drive frop 


"> £88 2.4 


you; and by doing this frequently (if N 


. 7 _ "27.5 


have the wisdom frequently t to have. re 


I ae, a | 177 


course to them) they 7 at last "WE ake Such 


. IT - - Wy 


an impression as to beep you Ke OY 


e AD, 


from s sin. e 
* is on this account tha 101 un va | 
e to. pore W by 14 


forbidden in the 

reasons why we ou 

it have been siven, . known to 
every one -und the utmost that the 
preacher can expect to do, is to recall 
them to your | q 
place them in a stronger 

Drunken s is destructive of our 
piness, both in the world to come, and at 
present; —if we die while we are in the 
habits of it, it will most certainly prevent - 
us from going to heaven, and in the 

time it is extremely hurtful to our com- 
fort while we continue on earth. 

First, then, I assert that drunkenheds 
is destructive of our happiness in the 
world to come this must be proved 
from the Scripture, in which, in various 
places, it is strietiy forbidden, and those 
who are guilty of it are threatened with | 
exclusion from the kingdom of heaven. 
In St. Paul's epistle to the E, 
| N14 | 


ERM we We 4 re 1 
| * . 5 


* of themselves with mankind, nar thieves, 


- ; herein i is | exceas,”—by which 1 ; cant 
that it entirely unfits a man for elf 


government, and reduces him to the t a n. 
dition of the madman or the ideot. The 
same apostle, in writing to the Ephesi ns 
again, discountenances this vice; he me j , 
tions it, among many others, as ipcapaci- | 


tating- those who practise it for we attain- 7 


ment of salvation.— “ Be not deceived, 


cc neither. fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
95 « adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers 


ce nor covetous, nor drunkards, shall inhe- 


6 rit the kingdom of God:” © Again, in his 


letter to the Galatians, describing the dif- 
ferent fruits of the spirit and of the fl sh, 
of the latter he says“ Now the wor ” 
*« of the flesh are manifest, which at: 
„these, adultery, fornication, uncle 
ness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witcheraft 
10 hatred, variance, emulations, L 


r 


40 4 drunkenness, of the 
« you before, as I have als told you in 
time past, tliat they Which do such 
„things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
2 God.“ You see in what kind * om- 
pany the drunkard is pl | IC d 
adulterer, the idolater, the eee 550 5 
the robber; and his vice is ranked in the 
same class with theirs —it is expressly 
_ asserted, at the same time, that the kin = 
dom of God can never be gained by auch | 
as these. Nor indeed, had scripture: been 
silent on this head, should we have been 
at any loss to conclude the same from 
the dictates of our own reason: our bodies, 
we are assured, are members of Christ and 
temples of the Holy Ghost; can we sup- 
pose that without displeasing God we may 
convert them into mere vehicles for glu t- 
tonness and drunkenness ?—Reason is the 
distin guishing prerogative of manhood; can 
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is almost self. evident; the least 
tion may prove it to us; a 
strength of constituti 
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protection ap for 2 while, y s 

the pynighgent will certain 
certainly * fie 
at pregent be 
Drunkgnness 

appeal to yopraelves if this þe not the che. 

Let a man's. AKill in his profesaign ar e 

be at. it will, if he be defiei 

briety, is it not always a Sufficient reasas 

against employing bim, if you can vith ; OR 

any tolerable convenience meet with an 

other persgn 7 and very justly too, for of 

what signification is his being able to exer- 

cise his calling, if it be at all times pwn © 

tain, whether he may not have digqualified T 

himself? But if it injure his character, it 

wil of course lessen or destroy his means 

of getting his livelihood ; the refugal af 

those around him, to employ and place 

confidence in him, has naturally and neces- 

garily this bc ; | 
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usually betrays us into many ot ners, as it 
both heightens our passions, and, bj de. 1 
priving us of the guardianship of reason, 
unfits us to contend with them. & : 
8wearer, when under the influence of this 
temporary madneks, is doubly profane, the | 


sensualist doubly sensual, and the conten- - 


: tentious man doubly contentious, Excess 
of drink has a tendency, in like manner, to 


increase all our. other evil propensities, 
Supposin g. therefore, that it had not in It- 


self that great criminality which it un- 
doubtedly has, yet, as it inflames and inca- 
pacitates us from combating every other 


vicious passion, all approaches to it ought | 
to be avoided. with the most re 


caution. 


This vice is likewise extremely beben 


guilty of it, both as it — 1 r he 
exercise o F his calling with that ability + 2% 
which he might otherwise exert, and de- 
prives him of the conſidence of his nei igh- 
bours, and as it leads him into habits of. 
expence, which in most cases he « dan ill, 
afford. —It is an observ ion of Solomon n's, 
which general experience confirms to us, 
that the glutton and the drunkard shall 
come to poverty. Added likewise to this 
ill consequence, it is the property of this 
vice to create moroseness of manners and 


- brutality of behaviour, which imbitters and 
+ Wl corrodes all domestic intercourse. on 1 
„ enness shortens life, and renders, in most 


* aases, death lingering and painful, while, 
it W from the weakness both of body and mind, ; 


s MW vhich it never fails t to bring on, it indis- 
. | poses us to meet it with a decent forti- 
1 me., 1 797 wy 5 
is | These, J ar are the chief nm 


ty wich can be brought against this disgrace- 
: 1 ful 
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= we ont Rue ae "Y B 
tin that we shall not 8⁰ to ts hve aid f | 
the mean time ik rend ao di. 
cuftk ds diszgrerable of pak ORE 
pies us of thb confidente' of oüf felt 
creatures: it sUbjetts us to thelr 501 
J® waetege Str Ball püssiönb; i ae, 
tr virtuss; it unffts us for gaming a ll A 
" 1itibdd! alid*tipporth . barsklhet al br 
tles as We Gußlit, and it n males u u 
degrace instead of being alt 6rnamen | 
4 terrôf instead of a _— to = 5 ; 
_ t{6K& and friends ; it besides dectro roys wealth, g 
sHörtens Life, and rehders ah 4 8 most 
instances dreadfully painful, e 

Iere ate e many who are coilvidiee? a 
alt this, büt hs having early exitanglel 
themselves in the habit of drinking, have e 
not hitherto (rotWithstaridivig their de- 
sies and endet; been able to Ld 


r % 


view, an exhortation to avoid thoee Sith 


tions, hose compan ions | 


where ah} Sewerage been nc. ac 
— to ROE: 11 "oe aw not , 


4 44e not eattitat in their RE _ tes 1 


forming; for the probability of their 
ing at it, if they reflect a moment, 
cannot but perceive” to be very slender. 


As tue arguments of those who endea- 
vour to prove too much are little attended 


to, I must 50 * ae nen 


few einge infbtices into' this vice, an@ans- 
ther to be an habitual: drunkard, and that 
these dreadful consequences which I have 


mentioned belong particularly to the latter, 


nor are they to be understood as extending 
to him who may occasionally and without 
ee ans * 


— — 
W I OI 


e 


8E RM. 'premeditation have deviated from. obrietys 
— but yet every instance is a sin, eve ry i "= 
Stance is unworthy of a man, much more 
of a Christian, and if these instances are 
frequently repeated, tltey soon degenerate 


A Da- — 


into a habit, and end ** in the ruin 
both of soul and body. 


Let us beware of dhe most remote me : 
vances to it; if we do not, we may, with 
no bad intentions and with the utmont, de- 
tes tation of the character, become subject 
8 to it before we are aware, and then it will 
require all our resolution to extricate our - 
selves:; and so great is the weakness of 3 
mind which it brings on, that, if we may 
judge from the experience of what has been 
the case with others, there is too much 
reason to dread that all our resclution 


will be in vain. 
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this law, who makes use of _ name 0. 


ing and curving whatever! | Swear” not at | * 7 
all, neither” by h i for it 18 God's 


5 


J throne, nor by earth, fbr it is his footstool,” ; Wo 

; but content yourselves with a bart affirma· | 

bon and denial, for whatsoever is | 

these cometh of evil; is vici ious in itself, 95 

e WH nd a violatzon of the third commandmentt. | 

In the geventh we r | 
not commit adultery,” | | 
may think that this OR net | 
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point out their extensive meaning; a good . „ 
heart is the best interpreter; one comment, „ 
which is sincerely drawn from that source. 
is worth a thousand precepts. What a world 
would this be, if all men persuade 
themselves to be d by the above · men: 
tioned rule! Evils, doubtless, vault £ 
exist, such as s 
some others; but all wo are e nothing, ei· 
ther i in nv or in weight, i in comparison 
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1 ng it otherwise,” aupposing | 
BY the: villain were to prosper by his frauds; 
5 and had sufbielent artifice to hide them d 


t& maintain the esteem of his 
| _ 6 


disgrace; still the case of the latter is 
finitely: preferable” to that: of: the former; 
since 
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vhen the propperous s knave shall find how 
little he has by his 


- 


world, when he has lost his own soul, and the 
conscientious, upright man, who has been 1 
exposed to unmerited eufferings on account 
of his integrity, will meet with ample re- : 
compenee in the enjoyment of unfading „ 
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licity for ever and ever, STE 
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| Exopus Xx. vii. 


Thou delt not You the name - of ihe Lord 4 


| God in vain, for the Lord will not bold bim 

; guiltless that taketh bis name in | Vain. 

; | O- the various vices, into which e SE RM. 
are betrayed by passion or inattention, there 
is no one which is committed on such 

7 Slight temptation, and of consequence with 

p such little EXCUSE, as the vice of common 

3 swearin g. The folly of it is on an equality : 


with the guilt; That from all other sins 
some present profit or pleasure is either 
Vor. I. . reaped 


swearer, none, J believe, but himself can 
conceive. Vet some satisfaction he must 


have, some end he must propose to bim. 


self, however strange it may appear, but it 


is worth his consi derati 


adequate to the heinous guilt pa extreme 


danger which he incurs. 


The practice is strictly forbidden in those 
tables which were delivered by Moses to 


the Je ews, and which were written immedi- 


ately by the finger of God: © Thou shalt 
not take the name of the Lord thy God | 
in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 

« guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” 
The meaning of which is=Thou shalt not | 


on any but the most serious occasions men» 
tion the name of the Lord thy God, for if 
thou doest, the Lord will look upon thee 


as extremely guilty, and will most se. 
* 


„ „ S 
as, 


most averse from them, . cannot, but ac 
knowledge ; but. the Joys or hopes of the 


„whether they are ; 


e punizh: hee. 5 it may be D308 
said, this was: only b binding on the people — 
of Israel, and might merely be meant, as 
it is well known the chief part of their ce- 
remonial law Was, to pres ve them from | 
the idolatry of the nations arbund them: 

but it happens that Christ, our master ane os 
law-giver, has repeated and even extended 
the prohibition :—® Ye have heard that it 
* hath.been said of them of old time, Thou 

i Shalt not fors wear thyself, but shalt per- 
form to the Lord thy God thy oaths; 

« but I say unto you, swear not at all, nei- 

„ther by heaven, for it is God's throne, 

nor by earth, for it is his footstool, nei» _ 

ther by J erusalem, for it is the city of 

« the great king, neither shalt thou swear 

e by thy head, for thou canst not make one 

hair black or white, but let your com- 

* munication be Yea, Yea, Nay, Nay, for 

* whatsoever is more than __—_ cometh 

by of evil. 7h 
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| ere, it seems, customary among the J evis; A 


XIII. 


Alea wearing. 


These oaths, which are here forbiae te Y 


they perhaps thought by them to evade the 


third commandment, and to reap the ad- 


| vantage of Swearing (whatever It is) with- 
out incurring the guilt; but our Saviour 


teaches his disciples a different lesson; he 


tells them, that every thing beyond. a se- 


rious affirmation or denial proceedeth from 
something bad in the disposition, and is 


dictated by the devil: —“ Whatsoever is 
more than these cometh of evil, or of the 
evil one,” the same word being used in 


the original language, which is applied on 


other occasions to our grand adversary. 


These express prohibitions of the Al. 


mighty and his Son, together with the as- 
surance of the extreme guilt, which we con· 


tract by the practice of this vice, and the 
knowledge that it is the great enemy of our 
souls who tempts us to commit it, ought 


alone to be sufficient to make us abstain 


from 


* 


| Aguinst wearing. 5 197 
from it, though we were able to give no 1 — 3 5 
account of the cause why it is required f 


us ” but if it shall appear, that in this (as 
in all other of his commandments) God 
consults our good, the reasons for our ab- 
stinence will be doubly binding. 

Familiarity, "IT 16" generally allowed, is 
removed but one step from contempt. A 
respect and reverence for the Almighty is 

the great foundation of religion and virtue, 
the only firm and constant principle which 
can incite us uniformly to what is right, 
and deter us from what is wron g. Now I 

| think it cannot but tend greatly to under- , 
mine this Feopert, and to destroy this re- 

verence, if we are perpetually, on slight 


occasions and in our casual and daily dis- 


* courses, bringing in the name of God, and 
* appealing to him. Experience may con- 
* vince us, that this opinion is well founded; 
A for it rarely, if ever, happens, but the com- 


mon swearer is equally disobedient to many 
: 0-9 of 


\ i | 
8 7a 


» 4 * * wo 
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SERM. of the other precepts and prohibitions. 4 

* his religion; his vice is of too infectious a 

1 quality to be a solitary one, it is — 

i either eee, or en, a large 
| retinue. . ; 3870 

One of the greatest men that theo kings 

doms have produced, is said never, even on 

the most serious occasions, to have pro: 
nounced the name of God, without making 

ene ende pee wittha , 

7 he might reflect on the infinite perfection 

of him whom he was naming, or whether 


he was pondering if the subject were of suf: 

ficient importance to authorize the mention 

of the Deity.—so thoroughly and awfully 

was he impressed with a sense of God's 

8 Ty tremendous mgesty! "1s. hr 3 ORR 
Indeed, whatever may be 1 by 

those who are perpetually appealing to their 

maker on the most trifling and empty o/ 

casions, whenever they think fit to be an- 

gry, or earnest, or imperious, or jocular, | 


a . 


* 


it i is vers! ce 


clare, is ana oy sure basis of - 


. no e root in thei r hearts," "The & * 


to his laws; now it is absolutely-i impos- | 
sible that a man should have a proper fear 


of a person, with whose name he is conti- | 


nually making so free! But the keeping 
God's commandments can alone insure to 
us happiness, both in this world and the 
next: when, therefore, he ordered us to 


abstain from a practice, whi BY would 4 


us to violate them, it was clearly our good 
which he was consulting. Whether then 


we regard the Almighty s ordinance, or 
pay respect to our own interest, we are in- 


dissolubly bound to be obedient to the third 
commandment. 

I will now consider some of the reasons 
given for swearing, and some of the argu- 
ments alleged in its defence. One of the 


most usual excuses of the common swearer 
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8 x RM. is, that he has got such a | habit of a6 that | 
be does not know when he offends 3 this 
; | may be said perhaps with equal t uth:of 
many other ill habits, but is in fact a 8 
least extenuation of their guilt; it is indeed h 
degree must we have offended, before we 
become $0 hardened, as not to be sensible 
whether we offend or not. No one can 


J.. that he began the praetice of swear 
i 


rather an aggravation of it, for to w 


ng, or any other evil practice, without, a 
knowledge of its being wrong, and frequent 


checks and remonstrances of his conscience: 
it is in contradiction and defiance to these 
that he must have acquired that babit of 
vice, which he. now alleges in its. EXCUSE; 
the criminality of contracting the habit is 
entirely his own, and it is a well-knoyn 
maxim in equity, that no one is to be suf. 
fered to draw advantage from his own wrong. 
Let not then the swearer think to escape 


the punishment denounced against oaths 
Ss and 
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Singh dares. 
not when FOR utters {Winders it is: himself 
alone, who is to blame for having attained 
to such a pitch of profligacy : th ongh. TT 


ittention and forgetfulness, 


produces, there i is a day coming when every 
repeated instance of his ors must * ac- 
counted for. 1 ee OA e 


is, that he really means no harm ;—this is 


haps acting in defiance to an express com- 
mand of his Creator, and insulting his 
God to his face, and he thinks to atone 
lor it by saying that he means no harm 
Even if the vice, of which he is guilty, 
were not so strictly forbidden, it is of the 


most prej judicial consequences both to him- 
self | 


the frequent cy of his prezumption, he may 
not always take notice of it himself. he 
* be  axgured. God does; and notwith- 


Another excuse of the common swearer 


a curious: plea; he is daily and hou rly per- 
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veracity and dignity, it is much to be sus - 
pected that the very end, which they pro- 
pose to themselves by the violation of a 


* around bim, tub [awful] r 


for the divine majesty, which is wag est 
guardian of his laws. And su ely, 
be the effect of a practice, it is 1 


pretence that our intentions are inno 


A third set of swearers are cose nw 


profess that as are nn to "INE I 


88 that thei: ads. are =_ 10 Iy 
tended to procure belief to their as ertio! 
or give importance to their commands, re- 
proofs, and menaces. To say nothing of 


the very great reflection which, by such a 
defence, these persons throw on their on 


plain precept of their religion, is not at 
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ple affirmation of a Serious person does 


— bd Joze un | 


justice, is, th: 
which is unco 
binds himself by it, is by 80 mi _ 
likely to be guilty: of a falsity. 


| it is a mode of 


Now when the — — 
observed on every trifling occasion in our 5 


familiar conversation, oaths become of no 
greater importance than other assertions; 
and if I would not believe the common 
swearer on his bare word, 80 neither would 
believe him, whatever imprecation he 
might add to it, since he is co 


STE ntly 


furnighing me with proof that he himself 


sets no higher value on the one than he 
does on the other. Is not this the case ? 


Let the blasphemer deny it, if he can fie 


himself I would refer it, whether the sim- 


not 


he most enn — SERA | 


and therefore he obe | 
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As 3 ede the orders 
n or the threats of a person in: 
rity, are more efficacious: from being at. 
tended with imprecations, it is liable to the 
same objection which I have just de; 
when oaths and curses are used on every 


occasion, they are no more regarded than 


other words, they are looked on as coming 
of course, and those to whom they are di- 
rected are not influenced by them-in any 
additional degree. But if the case were 


| otherwise, supposing them to have all the 


how little there is in them. 


weight that they were expected, it is worth 
our consideration, whether the acquisition | 
of a little temporary authority with our | 
fellow-creatures be worth purchasing at 
the expence of our eternal salvation. 

These are the chief reasons and argu - 


3 which men bring in support of this 


heinous and too common vice: you see 


shall 


| Again (wearing. ee 

4 abalif conclude with observing. that SERM. | 
there are many to be met with; WhO would N 
be shocked at the idea of plain, downright 
 swearin g. with whom it is yet grown into 
a custom to approach very near toit; they 
dare not take the name of their Creator in 
ew the bad - 
ness of their intentions by disguising mm 
lemn words, till they are less disgusting 1 
to the ear, though equally offensive to the 
judgment. These half · bred reprobates 
prove that they would be wicked, if they 
durst; and I know not whether the con- 


vain in a direct manner, but sl 


sciousness of being wrong, which their cau- 
tion declares, does not augment their cri- 
minality. Abstain from all appearance of 
evil; let us not only be virtuous, but let us 
endeavour to appear so. He who ventures, 
in defiance of the remonstrances of his con- 
science, to approach the borders of any 
vice, and, much more, he Who delights to 8 
put on its semblance, too clearly evinces 
his 


Be it our care to aim at 


raved, 
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content our selv es with even less 
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| And when they were come to the place : 
4 which is called Calvary, there they Crue : 

3 cified bim. Son git „„ 1. 


Tars day being appointed by our chur 


S E RM. 


5 to be kept y, in memory of our Sa- pred | 
" Wl viour's crucifixion, I shall vou a short 2 
account of the principal circums 1 


which preceded WR 4 


important event. 


s ERM. ner in HI the four evan gelizts r a6 ite 


XIV. 


their story, some of them omitting 7 uti 
culars which others have put down, 1 Shall 
not confine myself to any one of them, but 
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On the cue. i 


. 
ber EY 


Shall draw from the writings of all the four 


| whatever may e to me most * 


of our notice. | 
When Jesus Chſiet had inihed the wat 


which he came upon earth to perform, 


when he had given men all the instruction 


for their conduct which was necessary, and 
| had proved to them sufficiently, by the mi- 
racles which he performed, that he was gent 


by God, he prepared himself to complete 


the purpose of his coming, by submitting 
to a voluntary death; and accordingly, 


though he well knew the malice of his ene- : 


mies, and the plots, which they were. laying 


for his destruction, he. resolutely deter · 
mined to go upito J erusalem, at the great 


feast of the passover. The chief priests.; and 
elders of the Jews had all along hated Jesus, 


party 


|; „ y 2 2 — 3 up 
h | F< _\ *.* o 
which his wisdo 


v1SdOmM.- an bis miracles w- | 
cured him, and ry because he affirmed 
himself to be the Christ whom their pro- 
phets had foretold dat come, and whom ö 
indeed themselves expected: : but they er- 


roneously looked for 77 very different sort 


of Christ from him ; they looked not for a 


| meek, an humble, a lowly Saviour, a com- 


panion of the poor, and a friend of the-dis+ 
tressed, but they. flattered. themselves 
with the hopes of a mighty prince, who 
ould free them from the-yoke of the Ro- 


tions of the earth. Their disappointment 
was great, and their rage at this disappoint- | 


ment not less. The bulk of the people, 


however, who had been spectators of our 
Saviour's wonderful works, had seen the 
Vol. I. P dumb 


; I b 
mans, to which they now reluctantly sub- 


mitted, and should enable them to subdue 
and place them at the head of all the na- 
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- of  klind. to see. ; and even. the dead r 
| his . were eee zeize 
openly, lest a tumult should * ani and 
the people rescue him, and accordingly 
they sought and found means, by corri pt · 
ing one of his immediate followers, Judas 
Iscariot, to execute their plan privately, 
when only his Hound en, were * | 
him. 1 
. may seem e Sauen 0 2 
Jesus, who certainly had a pel xrfect know: 
ledge of future events, $hould choose such 
a person as Judas to be an apostle; but 
there are. reasons which may be given for N 
it, that take away the wonder. The twelve f 
apostles were always about Jesus; now, 
perhaps, it might have been. said, if they . 
had all continued united, that the religion 
which they afterwards preached, was Con: | 
certed amonget them for some worldly 


end 


end, and was: 2 Allee a but as one Sm. 
of them went 30 far” no to bern bi IE 
master, he certainly | would have disco- 
vered the secret, 2 
had there been any blot in Christ's life or 
manners, he could not but have been glad 
to have revealed it: but we find nothing 5 
of this kind; on the contrary, when he saw 
his injured master seized, and likely to be 
executed, his conscience smote him, he 
returned the wages of his iniquity, and 
went and put himself to death. So you see 
our Lord's choosing such a person as Judas 
for an attendant has its uses. It was while 
they were sitting at table, partaking of the | 
feast of the passover, that he gave the first 
hint that one of the twelve should betray 
him ; and they were all much hurt at it; 
and anxiously solicitous each of them to 
know if it should be himself; but Peter 
beckoned to John, who was placed next 
to Christ, to ask him which of them it 
: Fr would 
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5pm would yes "ce He it 4s, to who 1 FRY 


last supper that he instituted the sac 
to be observed by all his followers of ver 


o. the 0 1 Fries. 


give a sop, when I have dipped it * and he 
gave it to Judas Iscariot. It was at this same 


age, in remembrance of his death, and it 


was here like wise that he rose from table, 


and condescended to wash and to wipe his 


disciples'“ feet, setting an example, as he 
himself said, of the humility and' benevo 


lence which it was "the duty of' Christians 


to practise. If I, who am your lord 
and master, do this humble 11 for 


« you, how much more ought you 
every kind of good service towards 5000 
„ other !” But he foretold not alone that 
Judas should betray him; he foretold like- 
wise that all his other diseiples should for- 
sake him in his danger, and to Peter par- 
tic ularly, who made vehement protestations 
of the constancy with which he would stand 


by him, he foretold that ere the cock-crew, 
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3 ny him thrice. Tt was imme- e SERM: | 
diately on rising from this supper, that CY 
went into the garden as Gethsemane; where | 
he suffered that dreadful agony, so dreadful 
that the sweat burst from him like clots of 
blood, or, as some understand it, real blood 
| burst t trough the pores of his skin. * 
was now likewise that he prayed 80 ear- 
nestly three times in the same words :— 
« F ather, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me; nevertheless, not my will 
« but thine be done.“ St. Luke tells us, 
that an an gel was sent from heaven to 
comfort and support him. There seem to 
be tw-o difficulties here, which deserve to be 
considered. If Jesus knew that he came 
into the world for the express purpose of 
dying on the cross for the sins of men, 
which he certainly did know; how comes it 
that when the hour was approaching, he 
should pray 80: fervently against it? This 
js the first difficulty, and perhaps it may 
„ "i 
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'SERM- 1 ure he Ae eee n 
Sadat he wished to be exempt” from) 
= n but I think we EY understand his 
| | ness e to the n body, with 
* which I am clothed, would mn 
to desire to avoid the n zuffering 
that I am about to undergo, 
is the sal vation of the world which 1 ohall 
deere ee by such sufferings, sub- 
mit, “ not my will but thine be done.“ 
Each time, you obser ve, he concluded his 
petition, with declaring himself resigned to | 
his father's. purpose. The other a e 
is how to account for his dreadful a 
it could not arise merely from the beur of 
death ; that appears to be quite inconsist- 
ent with the heroic fortitude which he had t 
displayed through the whole course of his 
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CY 


life; nor is it at all probable, s Superior” to f 
all weaknesses as was his character, that p 
he should have felt such extreme terrors 
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pleased with him than at | this 8 5 wy = 


as nothing c 
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Joy. It © could not ade from e inder 


are two accounts given of this matter, and 
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you shall think most probable. Either will 
convey to us a most solemn and impor tant 


lesson. One is, that the pains under which 


jesus now laboured, were inflicted by the 


immediate hand of God himself; that they 


were of the same kind as the wicked shall 
suffer hereafter, and if this were the case! 
they were certainly such as man never 

felt, and the anguish which he expressed 


was no more than adequate to the cause. | 
| A 3 Sea | 
Whether it was (if we adopt this cause of 
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of his having this miser 
uncertain ; but either of them | are; auſſi 
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cient to declare to us the vast malignity 
of sin, and the e ee to n 8 
it exposes us. e ee 
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of the souls of mankind; or whether h 
endured them as a warning to hen 8 


proof of the dreadful anguish which awaits 
the impenitently wicked. 


g guish; Which 
shewed itself 80 visibly even in the Lord of 
life which of the ese F two were the. reason 


Another cause of his agony, which is 


8 by some, is this that he had at 


this time before his eyes, in the strongest 
light, the heinous and malignant natur > of 


sin, and God's severe threatenings against 


it; and though he could not but be sensible 


that, by the death he was about to undergo; 


eee eee amy 
scended on earth, namely, the e ing 


; 7 * 1 * . .* L 
booth "8... | 6: WL 
bs 8 I by 4 E * 
& a X 3 E: = 
8 p b - 
N 8 


ing, would ve mani 0 pen IT 


some think. will account 


n n this be, its was to this 
garden of Gethsemane (a pl. 
which he frequently resorted) 
e persons whom the priests 
and elders had commissioned to apprehend 
him. Now it had been agreed that Judas f 


conducted thos 


should point out Jesus to them by kissing 


him, which he accordingly did, saying at 


the same time, : Hail, master! . om 
our blessed Lord returned this mild an- 


wer Friend, wherefore art thou come 8 


* is it to betray the Son of Man with a 


* Kkiss ? His disciples, however, when 
they saw their beloved master seized, were 
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and he shall — r mw 


« which foretell my death? At the same 
time, he touched the servant's ear. and mi- 
raculously healed it! He then addressed 
himself to those who were sent to appre- 


them—*< Are ye come out against me a8 
against a thief, with swords and with 
e staves? why did you hot take me in the 
„day while I was teaching (as I constan 

did) in the temple?—but this is your 
« hour; and ye are permitted to do this, 
„that the scriptures may be fulfilled.”— 
It was now that, according to his predic- 


tion, 


a. 


—_» 


0 —_ rr chat he —— ith 
him; I 2 the n mu 


been be ver nt ad vet die | 
the Jews, are now eee council, 


But the high priest, and 


and Jesus is brought before them: to the 


questions whicly are put to him, he answers 


very sparingly; well I g how little it 
would-avail him; he, however, denied not 
that he was the Son of God, but asserted 


that hereafter: they should be convinced of 


it, when they saw him sitting at the right 


hand of God, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven. Upon this, the high priest de- 


elared that he had spoken blasphemy; and 
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deserve punishments short 1 death; 


this _ and 8 8 
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| governc nor was aitting in his, aun ne 


AKC: 1 and 


therefore t: 
and. conduct hir 11 
this, you must 
had been conquered W amather atlas oak 


led abe Romans. 1 τꝗ — 


this officer. was, at this time, Pontius. : late 
It is probable that they had not the po K 
of determining in capital cases, but merely 
of trying such smaller offences as might 


accordingly, being resolved to to be satisfied | 
with 


. 
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ou 
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that they found him 
and forbidding to give tribute. to Cæsar 
(the Roman emperor, - who was Pilate's 
master) and, likewise, that he pretended | 
to be a king. The two first of these ac- £ 
cusations were manifestly false, and on the 


n 


2 eee *. himself the 
Christ, and the Son of God, and with sày- 
ing that he would destroy the temple; but, 


when they are before N 


last they put a vrong construction; for - 
Jesus had all along been a peaceable and 


quiet subject: and though he justly might 


style himself a king, he always, as he did 


to Pilate, confessed that his kin gdom was 
not of this world. In general, however, 


2 


Hnoddner) and" his und over again de- | 
clared that he found him quite guiltless 
of those offences which were laid to his 
charge: he laboured besides, earnestly, to 
be excused from condemning him; and a 
there was a custom, at this time of the 
year, always to release one prisoner, 
was desirous that Jesus should be the man, 
and proposed it to the people more th 
once; but they all, at the inst gat 
their rulers, cried out for the releat 
Barabbas, a rebel and a murderer, and in 
treated that he would crucify Jesus, and 
even threatened him that they should look 
en him as guilty of disaffection to his 


master 
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and at 8 though . - he com- 
plied with their wishes. This Pilate was 
a man ef very bad character; and had been 
guilty of divers acts of oppres: 

injustice in the administration - bf his go« 


vernment; and it seems to have been a 
dread of provoking the resentment of the 
principal men of the Jewish nation, and 
among the rest, that he 


Cæsar, and this amo 
had suffered a person who called himself 
2 king to escape that prevailed on him 
to condemn one whom he knew to be in- 


nocent : he however, a8 1 observed before, 


very reluctantly complied; and even in 
passing sentence called for water, and 


washed his hands (as if that would ereus | 


him) saying, I am innocent of the blood 


* of this just person, see ye to it. »—To | 


which the a ews all replied, cc His blood be 


« upon 
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 SERM- * upon us and upon our child en! 
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placed on We head, a purple or scarlet 
robe (the dress of royalty) on his body; 

and a reed by way of sceptre put into his 

right hand, and the soldiers in mock humi- 

liation bowed their knees to him, and cried, 
Hail king of the Jews! At length they 
lead him to the place of execution, and fix 
him to the fatal cross; and with him, like - 

wise, they crucify two robbers, the one 

on his right hand and the other on his left. 
Crucifixion was a death which the Romans 

: never inflicted but on those whom they 


esteemed the vilest of criminals; it was 
most excruciatingly painful, and at the 
same time very lingering, since the sufferer 
was fixed to the cross by nails which were 
driven through his hands and feet, and he 


died by the blood Which flowed from those 
wounds, 


been his berg. his aa — 
erable ac in which FR 
must nowW „have appeared to his enemies, 
does not exempt him from their insults; 
they continue to ridicule and to mock him, 
calling to him repeatedly to descend from 
the cross, that they might believe in him; 
and reproaching him, that though he had 
saved others, he could not save himself 5 
| yet he does not lose his wonted patience, , 
he does not break out into any angry re- 
monstrances; on the contrary, he offers 
up for them his dying prayers,—* Father, 
forgive them, they, know not what they 
do.“ Of the two robbers, who were cru- 
cified with him, one of them, unmindful 
of his own melancholy situation, joined in 
Vote Bet nnd VVL their 
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8 SERM. their Artes with the surrounding mul- 
— titude; on Which he was rebuked by the 
other, who vindicated the innocence of Je- 
sus, and then applying to him, ani Unim- 
ing his favour for thus speaking for him, 
he received that memorable promise 
* Verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou 
„ be with me in Paradise.“ I must not 
omit another interesting and moving .cir- | ; 
cumstance, which occurred at this time. 
Jesus seeing his mother, and John, that 
disciple whom he had always particularly 
| loved, standing near the cross, anxious for 
her in the forlorn condition he was about 
to leave her (her husband being probably 
already dead) he said to her, looking at 
John,. —“ Woman, behold thy son; and 
then addressing himself to John, he added, 
„ behold thy mother :” and John, who per- 
fectly conceived his meaning, took her 
from that hour to his own Houſe's And 
| now 
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; vinegar, put it upon a reed, and offered 
it to him; and when he had received it, he 
said, It is finished, j. e.“ The work that 
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now Jeans, knowing that all things else SERM, - 
relating to his life on earth were accom- wy 


plished, that the seripture might be ful 
filled in this also David having foretold of 
him, that in his thirst they should give him 


vinegar to drink) he said, * I thirst,” and 


one ran and dipped a sponge into some 


+ I came to do is perfected3 Father, into 
q thy hands I commend my spirit:“ and 
he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 
Many wonderful occurrences accompanied 


his death; there was a preternatural dapk- | 


ness over the whole country for three 


hours, and the veil of the temple, which OE 


separated the holy of holies from the other 
part of it, was torn, shewing that Christ 
had now opened a way into the former; 


and the earth did quake, and the rocks were 


2 2 2; rent, 


sE RM. rent, and the graves were opened, | 
XIV. | 

Ons many bodies of saints. that slept.aroge, 0 
© went into the holy city, and shewed them : 
selves unto many after his resurrec i Mn, 
So many particulars have offered them- 
selves to our notice, that I; have already 
exceeded the bounds of a common dis- 
course; I shall therefore ol add, that 
nothing can be a greater persuasive to a 
virtuous life than the reflection on these 
cruel sufferings of Christ for our sakes. 
They shew, in the most alarming light, 
the heinous nature of sin, and warn us how 
impossible it is we should escape, if we 
neglect the great salvation which is offered 
us. But they work not on our fears alone, 
but on our hopes and on our gratitude. 
What great things must God have in store 

for us, if we obey him, who hath not with- 

held from us his only son! and if we have | 

any generoslty, how much ought it (in re- 

2 turn 
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turn for this vast obligation) to be the « en- S ERM. 
. 


deavour of our lives to know and to serve P : 


him, more particularly when we recollect 
like wise, that in the knowledge of him 
standeth our eternal life. 
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THE DYING THIET. 


Vo hes | 


sr. Luxe xXIII. XIII. 


And 1d Jens aid unto him, Perily I 500 unte 
_ thee, fo-gay sbalt thou be with | me in 
Paradise. =, nd Re 


Wien our blessed Saviour. was oy Fi SERM. 
to the cross, ve are told that his dying — 
moments were interrupted by the mock- 

eries and insults of the surrounding mul : 
titude : of the two thieves likewise, who 

were crucified on each side of him, one, 
unmindful of his own. melancholy situa © 
tion, joined in their derisions with our 


24 Lord's 


* 
2„„%ꝗ00900h; The Dying Tb. 
11 Foe Le 15 8 other adversaries,— 1 f/ as 5 1 


de Christ, save thyself and us.” But 
wie other rebuked him, saying, * Doest thou 
not fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
«q condemnation ? and we indeed justly, for 
e receive the due reward of our sins; 
but this man hath done nothing amiss.“ 
And then addressing Himself to Jesus, as 
if claiming a recompence for thus speaking 
in his vindication.—“ Lord, remember me, 
when thou comest into thy kingdom.“ 
And Jesus said unto him, Verily 1 sa 
* unto thee, to- day shalt thou * with | mo | 
I | in Paradise. 5 Wy 
There are many men, who, though not 
very attentive to scripture in general, nor 
very apt to lay a stress on particular parts 
of it, yet dwell much and insist strongly on 
this story of the dying thief: they console 
themselves under their own apprehensions 
by this precedent, and endeavor to persuade 
themselves from it, that a profligate life and 
cen 


eternal Abele are by b means incor 
patible, provided the sinner do but cry out 
to his Redeemer for pardon a short time 
before his death. „f. ay they, merey 
« was thus f granted to the murderer and 
the robber, to one who nad carried his 

iniquities to such an enormous pitch, 
that they had drawn down on him an ig- 
nominious death from the laws of his 
country - if such a flagitious person, only | 
calling on his Saviour in his last mo- 

ments, could receive the promise of Pa- 

radise, surely we may expect it on better 
grounds, who, though we. confess - that 
' we do not altogether conform to the pre- 
* cepts of our religion, yet at least steer 


clear of those atrocious crimes which are 
the objects of capital punishment from 
human laws. Alas ! how desirous men 
are to deceive themselves, and how eager 
to seize on every circumstance which may 
contribute. to the delusion! In the first 
„ 5 place, 


r We Doing: b Be 
SER. . case before) us is of 80 a arti 


Nor — a nature, that it can never happen again; 


its singularity alone in a matter of such 
unspeakable importante, and where a „ 
take is irreparable destruction, o nght to 
prevent us from lay ing any ſtress u on it 
The redemption of the universe was, ab 
this instant accomplishing by the death of 
the Son of God himself! I; Surely, When 
mercy on so extensive and. wanne, a 
plan was working to the whole of mankind, 
no general conclusion can be drawn 3 
aà parti cular act of grace, which was vouch - 
safed to an individual, a partaker of the 
same sufferings with the Lord of life, and 
who in that dreadful extremity, When all 
others were either insulting or forsaking 
him, openly acknowledged his faith and xe · 
liance upon him :—* Lord, remember me 
„when thou comest into thy kingdom!“ 
Surely, what happened at such an extracr · ; 
wy juncture, affords. no argument of 15 
the 


ol his sins, ad his Redeemer - 
before. But this is by no means so clear; 
it is very possible, that of whatever enor · 


mities this poor penitent might formerly 


have been guilty, his repentance might 


have been begun some time before * 8 | 


nichment, and there are cir 


the story which render it very b 
It is not unusual, you know, for some con- 


siderable portion of time to intervene be- 


tween the commission of a crime, and the | 


infliction of punishment ; even if the cul- 
prit be apprehended immediately; it may 
be some time before he is brought to a 
trial, and some time after that before his 


sentence be executed. It does not, I fear, 
happen very often, but yet it certainly 
does in some instances, that the gloom of 


1 the eee of impending 
punish- 


1 bo 
the e of « ing repentance. in ge Tbl. 


SERM: ba the time allowed for . 


and reflection, the removal from the usual | 


objects of temptation,” and the separ 
from vicious companions, produce in thoze 
not entirely hardened, a conviction of the 
folly and danger of their past evil Ways, 
* a sincere resolution of forsaking them. 
Who can tell but that this might be the 
ease with the person whose story we. are 
now considering! As I observed above, 
it is possible, and if it should be true, all 
consolation drawn from this example, as 
to the efficacy of a dying repentance, falls 
immediately to the ground: but still far - 
ther, that his conversion was of some 
standing, there are, as I remarked above, 
circumstances in the story which render it 
likewise probable. He certainly had a pro- I 
per sense of his own guilt, and of the jus - 
tice of his punishment ; nor was he back · 
ward to acknowledge both. Doest thou 
1 not. 4 said he to his ellen aueren, 
i 20h « fear 


ing 4 * 8 237 5 . 
a fear God, seeing thou art in the same SERM. | 
* condemnation? and we indeed justly, HR Z 
„for we receive the due "reward of our | 
60 deeds. $275 fi Pet OP N | 
Now this consciousness of having acted „ | | 
wrong, and this readiness to acknowledg 1 5 
that he merited what he was suffering 
clearly shew that he was not an hardened 
sinner; and though they do not amount to 
an absolute proof, yet they certainly — 5 | 1 
grounds for believing, that he was sincerely | 1 
sorry for what he had done, and that if his 
life had been given him, he would no more 


have returned to his wickedness. But I 
have still more to say in his favour: how- / , 
ever flagitious his former life might have — 
been, it seems not improbable that he was ES: | 
now become almost, if not altogether, a : | - | 
Christian. That he was acquainted with 1 | 
some parts of our Saviour's history, and 1 | | 
believed him to be a divine personage, is | 


certain: in his rebuke to the other thief 
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stance of the exercise of that 


nx ERM. ne n our . innoi 


We indeed receive the due rewards 

% our be! this man bath done no 
« thing amiss.” He likewise knew: $0me- 
thing of the nature of our Saviour's king 
dom, and appears to have been fully per- 
auaded of the — which Christ was 
going to assume „Lord, remember me 
«© when thou event; into thy kingdom! 

Here you have a most —— i in 


is in the sight of God ch dia __ 


and which is so much insisted on in the 


character of a Christian faith! The com- 
bination against our Lord was now uni- 
| wersal ; his divine instructions and won - 
derful actions see med to be entirely for- 


| gotten, and with whatever majesty and su- 


periority he might once have appeared in- 


vested, he was now evidently (as it see 


to human eyes) —_—_— to the power of 


his enemies. e t ii 


„ 
p 


disciples fors0ok- him: yet was 


conviction 


ents, reviled! bier and his own particular 1 


tent malefactor 80 far from joining : in the 
general ery, even though he saw Jesus suf 
fering the same ignominieus death with 


himself, that he confidently testifies his 


of his being a divine person, 
and lays claim to his remembrance, when 
he should be arrived in his kingdom. 
Such a high degree of faith as this can 
scarce be supposed to have been infused 


into a sinner in an instant; it is a pre- 


zumptive evidence that his conversion was 
of some standing. and warrants us in the 
conjecture, that the reflection and informa- 
tion, for which his confinement had given 


opportunity, had persuaded him of the 


truth of our Saviour's mission, and the- 
excelleney of the religion which he taught. 
3 . | = But 


Jewish — pricats ac SERM. 
cused bim; x the Baume. istra 
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CIS important caution, that we draw no onelu · 


sion that a death · bed repentance will wall 

us, from this story of the forgiveness of 
the dying thief! Vou see there is" ed 
reason to believe that his penitence hat 


and therefore his case is entirely different 
from that of those who persist in their sins 
till they can practise them no longer, and 
then flatter themselves, that if with him 
they call out in their last moments on 
their Saviour, with him they aliall obtain 
admission into Paradise. 112 eee 

But though we were sure that he chat 
a been brought to reflection before, 


that his conversion was instantaneous, and 


. began not until he was nailed to the eross, 
do not see what presu mption the salvz- 
tion of one sinner affords of the general 
pardonable nature of wickedness continued 
nil death. At the best. the instance is 
eingle 
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to be built on. What should we say of a 


_ ologle e, and there any rate ou 


r 


8 were distem pered ?. 
Aud 12 not n rashness, who venfures . 
to persis 6 his. sins till because he 
imagines one person has . s0 before 
him, and yet. obtained zalvation, subject 
him to the like imputation of extreme 
folly and 
story, let us examine what ground we have 
from scripture and reason to rely on the 


efficacy of a death · bed repentance. But 


first, I Mill take for for a moment, 


* 


no matter how improbably, that however 
vicky we may have lived, if we have a 


g before we die, and express 
our sorrow for what is past, and ask for- 
giveness, all will be well: supposing even 
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tain; ; the  inatunces are m not mes per 
cut oft i in a moment, in "the 


to venture the happiness of 
on 80 d my a stake as the continuance 


o 
* 


Bat this $uppozition.is wide of the tr 
In vain shall we die the death of 


the . of our 
Saviour, shall we cry out“ 
at the last! Without holiness, we are a 
that no man chall sce God., Ie the 


* 


2 
IL 
9 


15 alt thy: soul, and with alt thy strength, 
« and with all thy mind: and 
as bour as thyself.” | Shall he, 
life has been a constant violation of these 
precepts, thiok to atone for his disobe- 


tears at the last? This. world is a state 
of trial; during our abode in it we are to 
prepare ourselves for another, in which we 
Shall afterwards: be placed it is here we 
are to acquire such dispositions and habits 
as will determine our lot hereafter. We 
know that our future condition depends on 


our behaviour now; if we neglect it, it is 


at our own peril ; nor is it, when the time 
assi for our trial is at the eve of ex; 
piring, that by lamenting we can retrieve 
our misconduct. We have omitted to ac- 
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abits as can | Midas PR oY 5 
| heaven, and, indeed; without whi ch we co d 
have no relish for its enjoyment 18 that 3 
unless 4 miracle were wrought in our fa- 
vour, which we have no reason to, expect, 
Ve must necessarily be doomed to endless 
| mizery, . The nature of: repentance, there- : 
fore, has been mach mistaken: it consists 
not c only in grieving. for our past sins, but 5 
in having for some time forsaken them "2 
not only in entreating Ged's forgiveness 
for having learned evil habits, but in hav- 
ing laid them entirely aside, and substi- 
tuted virtuous ones in their room. This * 
a great work, and cannot be done i ) 
ment, and more particularly at such a 
moment, when we are scarce equal to any 
work at all. Far be it from the minister of 
the gospel to pronounce perein ptorily in 
all cases against the efficacy of a death bed 
repentance ; and still farther be it from 
him to dissuade those, Who have never | 
- thought 


a 
: 
7 


nt | 
thought of it before that awful period, FEY En. 
XV. 


having recourse to it then! It is all that * 
is left for tem: they must therefore do 
what they can. But he would be wanting | 
in his duty, if he did not tell you that the Ry 
case is infinitely hazardous ; $ that no de- | N 
| pendance is to be placed upon it; and from 
thence to warn you to do what you know. - 
to be of such inexpressible importance. 
during the time that you can call your | 
own, while you are in health and strength, 
before the Lord your God cause dark- | 
ness, and before your feet stumble upon 
« the dark mountains, and while ye look 
for light, he turn it into the shadow of 
a death, and make it Sue darkness.“ N 
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And when the hn 71 Pahanidt: was 1 105 
come, they were all with one accord in 
one Place. And suddenly there came @ 
sound from heaven, as of a rusbing, 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
' where they were Sitting. And there ap- 
| peared unto them cloven tongues, lite as 
F fire, and it vat upon each of. them”; 
and they were all filled with the Holy | 
Ghost, and begun to seal with otber 
tongues, as the in gave en utter. 
d a 
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Tus day is appointed "aL our FE. to 


be kept holy, in remembrance of the mi- 
raculous circumstance related i in the text, 
the descent of the Holy Ghost in the shape 
of cloven tongues, like as of fire, on the 


| heads of the apostles, and their bein gen- 
R. LE” © 


SE RM. 
XVI. 
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| pened e on the day called by the nel pen. 
tecost, that is, fiftieth, because it was the 

fiftieth day from their celebration of the 

feast of the passover. This Pentecost. . 
| likewise, was one of their great feasts & 
on which they offered the first fruits 0 
the productions of the earth, * en "newly 
gathered in; and they commei norated, 
likewise, the deliverance of their la to 
them from Mount Sinai. The day bas 
obtained, among Christians. the name of _ 
| Whit or White Sunday,” either from "the 
splendour which accompanied the descent 
of the Holy Ghost on this occasion, or : 
from the custom of the early converts to 
Christianity being baptized at this time 
and wearing (as tokens of the puri ity which 
they Luna. to maintain) white ft, 
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* e we conalier the miracle described in 


the text, in itself, it is of all miracles the 
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| like unto fire was to signi N 
b they were meant to bestow ; : | 
| upon the apostles is thought to signif | 
ermanency or. continuance, to shew that 
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constantly reside with them, but 


„ they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 


Il) bere have been some who have 
: | - | that this racle was not in the 


5 deer at this time heard them in theirs; 
| this conceit there seems to be no grou 
I |__| is very contrary to the whole story of 


guage, in which 
which would have been the; case on the sup- 
position above; but because mare were seen 
those who knew them, and were sensible 
that they never studied any foreign tongues; 

were likely enough. to conclude that they 

were only uttering unmeaning sounds, and 

consequently that they were not in their 
right minds. Besides, among the signs 
which our Saviour, before his asceng ion, 
pro» 
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This they were enabled to do in e 
| and it is the greatest of all mirac 


| of a nature which was never expericiice ved 

before the times of the first publishing of 
Christianity, nor has it ever been Heard of 
Lince; nor can we imagine wy hich * 
: | 2” -— ne 


God: the 
ö 0 a S 
made to his a 
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„my Father“ 1 2 
greater ede . Our Saviour had, 
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raging of the seas and wit 
he had cast out devils; helen the 
dead. Now what mirach e,could possibly be 
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Said: 
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might have been said that they had at- 
tained this probeieney in 


deen glad enough to have ane it Add, "I 
aleo, that the miracle was publicly urg rough 


at the time, before great multitudes of va- 
rious nations, and that it continued after - 


wards still to be wrought during 7 
respective lives: of the apostles; wherever 
they travelled, they were able to preach 
the gospel in the languages of the” 
Oh 1 1 amongst 
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the one, therefore, was a 


other miracles which they perf 
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as the cure of diseases, and the raising of 
dead, were as much out of the 
of nature as this to which they 
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This miracle, immediately on the e spot 
and at the time, was followed by the most 


biss $0 glaring 3 was 4 
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truth = pat that, ee Ser- 
mon which St. Peter preached on the 0c- 
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day there we added mee about 
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three thousand so | This was a large 
portion of first fruits, ** great earnest of J 
that spiritual harvest which the apostles 
had begun to reap, of which the first fruits 


of the productions of the earth, offered at 
this very time by the Jews, were a repre- 


sentation. Nor was the utility of the gift, 


conferred on'the apostles, less conspicuous 


afterwards; the thing, indeed, speaks for 
itself. The last orders of Jesus Christ 
were! Go ye and teach. all nations, bap- 
« tizing them in the name of the Father, 
„and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 


2 teaching them to observe all things what 


„ 80ever J have commanded you.“ 'How 


were these orders to be fulfilled without 4 


previous knowledge of the ton gues of the 


nations whom these missionaries were to 


address ?—and how slow, very slow, must 
Vo i -- 8 have 
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ith this nee. its > progres I 


r Va years, e ths: Lesth. of Christ. it 
had been -preached and had obtained some 


footing in every considerable country w 1 
the then known world. 192 
Let us, then, now, RY at all times, 


God, for this stupendous instance of his 
desire that all nations and kindreds mould 


come to the knowledge of the truth and 


be saved; let us resolve to make the most 
we are able of this benevolent distribution 
of divine truth: let us pray to God that 
as his Holy Spirit at the first opening of 


Christianity gave such extraordinary power 
to the apostles for our conversion, so he 


may continue the same blessed work by 
taking up his abode with each and all of 
4 5 | | | 4 


— of the Holy Ghozt. Ef 259. | 
us, by illuminating « our understandings and SERM. 
purifying our hearts, that we may have a N 
true perception of every thing which it | 
concerns us to know, and may resolutely 
and uninterruptedly continue in the prac· 


tice of it. 
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Then Jesus card. unto Bis disciples, If any 
man will come after me, let him deny bim- 
elf, and take 17 5 bis cross and Jet 970 ü 


Tes the Sone of our Seviene; * s ERM. 
ministry, having nearly perfected the work N 
which he was sent upon earth to pe 
he thought it necessary to give his 1. 
ciples some account of the sufferings and 
death which he was about to undergo. — 
t, havin g told them what 
8 3 7 he 


Having done t a 


4 262 IN The Duty of baking up. our | 


SER) RM. e as to endure for thety” 8a _ 
= S the same opportunity of informing them 
1 what he should expect from them for DIS co— 
. lt any maf will come after me, let ll 
125 deny wheel and take up his cross and 
% follow me.” That is, if any man will 
be my disciple, if he will entitle himself 
to the merits of my death, and to the glo- 
rious rewards 1 have promised, he must 
have the resol ution to fore go every plea: 
sure, and to endure every pain, nay even 
to lay down his life itself, whenever his 
religion demands it of him, 1 J 
8 Of all seasons which could Hark] been 
chosen for inculcating this difficult and 
unpalatabte lesson, that certainly: was « the 
most proper when he had just been speak 
ing of what were to be his own — 
If his followers had any generosity; if they 
had any gratitude, they could not repine 
at completing for themselves what their 
benevolent master was is to begiry for 
them; 


UE. 


them; . much to lay SERM. 


down their own lives to save their own N 
souls, when their Redeemer, without any 
other motive but their interest, was about 
to set them so noble an example. 
This duty of self-denial, and wifſeriig 
for Christ's sake, was not only binding 
upon those to whom it was immediately 
taught, but is also incumbent com all the 
followers of Jesus of every age. And 
c though all are not called upon to bones 
them in 80 particular a manner, to pass 
through such fiery trials for the sake of 
their Redeemer, to brave death in such 
various and terrible shapes as the first 
Christians were, and as others, in after- 
ages, have been, yet all will meet with 
sufficient occasions to try their virtue, suf. 
ficient temptations to exereise their reso- 


lution; or, in other words, they will find 8 


their religion and their inclination 80 fre- 


quently at variance, as to give ample scope 
84 * 


ba hy 0 
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SERM. for the display of whatever. hold the FA E- | 
. of their Redeemer may have taken of their 
hearts. This duty of self denial has been 
much mistaken; 3 some have placed it in a 
gloomy refusal of ev TY thing which could N | 
| give. pleasure to the senses, in an absolute 
retirement from the world, in rigorous . 
fastings, in voluntary penances and mor- 
tifications; but this is not the sort of self. | 
denial which our Saviour intended to re. 
commend —he meant not to enjoin an 
abstinence from lawful, but from unlawful 
gratifications ;—he. meant not to forbid the 
indulgence of innocent pleasures, but of 
such as are in their nature guilty, or in F: 
their tendency lead to guilt. Nor are we 


obliged to endure any sufferings which we 


can avoid, provided our escape from them 
be not purchased at the expence of virtue. 
Temporary retirement indeed, and mo- 
derate fasting, have their uses; 3 the one 
gives leisure for recollection and exami - 
nation 


— ͤ Gi — 
allaying the violence o passion, pla. es 
worldly” objects in their right poi t 
view: but neither of them are meritorious n 
or requisite in in themselves, but merely 
from the effects which may be expected 
The moderate enjoy ment of 


from them. 


those pleasures which neither religion nor 
morality prohibit, by which neither the 
commands of 5 are infringed, nor the 
concerns. of our neighbour injured, is per- ” 
haps the most acceptable method of Shew- 
ing our gratitude to the bounteous giver; gi 

but when the things of this world and the 
next come in competition, when our inte- 
rest points one way and our duty another, 
then it is that to deny ourselves, to take 
up our cross and follow, the example of 
dur Redeemer, becomes indispensable : we 
must forego our dearest liegt, give up ? : 


our 


es] rad gs 9 
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be ARC be e In 1 NgL 
of the een „We must pluck out an 


_ «qur salvation into ere for it is 3 
to enter maimed or blind into life, rather 
o than havin ing two eyes or two. hands _ 

cast into everlasting five.” oi} hag nts” 

I o0o be more particular: suppose 4 _ 

is offered some emolument upon certain 5 

conditions, which religion, virtue, and his 

own conscience cgndemn ; suppose him in 
great distress, and that this emolu 
would entirely extricate him, make him 
happy himself, and enable him to provide 
amply for his family, otherwise destitute; 
what must he, what ought he to do? if he 
is a Christian, if he means that his Saviour 

shall not have died for him an vain, he 
must deny himself. * must be content to 

continue 


< 
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ide fn, eee bat te him. who N 


26 : 


egen him has been erled on var 
occasions, without whom from long 
knows not how to live; suppose 
however faithful and just to him, to 
infidel, or 4 libertine, and that he is in 
danger from the constant intercourse which 
subsists between them of having his prin- 
ciples perverted, and his morals depraved; 
what conduct should he observe? he may, 
he ought to, try all means to reclaim his 
unhappy friend, but those failing, and 
finding himself perpetually drawn in by bad 
company and conversation to do what his 
conscience condemns, | he must, hard as 
will be the struggle, give up his other 


self. he must break off the friendubip; or 
be 


2 
i 
| 


as, Ws *S mentioned, 
self-denial is necessary; erVi 
shew mes. is its true nature“ And here 
I must observe, that there is nothing un- 5 
| pad in t th T -sacrifices, which are de · 
manded of us: — our Saviour ee . 
deceived us: he told his first distiples that d 
there were no worldly advantages. to be 
expected from the profession of his re. 
ligion; but, on the contrary, that it would 5 
expose them to various dangers and sun - 
dry kinds of deaths; and he likewise gave 5 
many intimations of the difficulties through . 
which Christians, in all ages, were to nake 
their way to happiness and immortality; 
Nor i 85 there any thing b unreasonable in . 
them; Christ, the captain of our salvation, 
went before us—he sbewed us the wn 
through sufferings and death, to life and 0. 
1 £ e 


al bebe f forth to us a most glo- 
rious RANG for our toi] —an h | 

nityp sed in the presence * n 
a reward which ought to make us count 
all earthly. sufferings as nothing but as 
a drop of a n but as the mall dust 
of the balance.“ n eee 
e al is a Aiby which i is , 
required of all Christians, Since it is . 
unreasonable in itself, and what we may 
all expect to be called upon to exercise, we 
ought to hold ourselves in continual pre- 
paration for it; we ought so to discipline 


our minds as to have them always ready 
to give up. with ad; n plea 
sure 


» © ; 2 
4 =” | We. Cx 4 ' d, 
| SERM. 3 


surrender riches, or to e 


Ae all had. —— 81 
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rich. -obfads: should happen 


member and be consoled by our master's 
benediction—. Blessed are ye when men 


. falsely, for my name's. sake; re) 


reward in heaven! To put a:still more 
extreme case, if ituabantd: be our lot to be 


chan 


wx with our eee e 5 
dine to. every. loss or pain which that 
exacts from us. IT we are eee 


and want, let us ee mbo, being 


are persecuted for ng to what our 
conscience tells us to be right, let us re- 


.*« shall revile you, and persecute you, and 
speak all manner of evil against _-_ 


and be exceeding glad, for great is your 


exposed to death itself, for righteousness 
sake, let us meet it with readiness rather 


than part * our integri 
can be but momentary, an «i the 
over, we shall shine as the stars | 
firmament, ur ever. and ever. eee ; 
it is not out of place t. to observe, that if a 
Christian withstand all the trials which 
he meets with, if he deny himself f in all 
the instances in which his virtue is put to 
the test, he does every thing which is re- 
quired of him, and he i is not to vex him- 
self with scruples of what might have 
been his ing c ff n and such perils 
had assailed him: I mention this, because 5 
I believe it is not uncommon for devout 
persons of à melancholy .temper, when 

they read or hear of the terrible tortures 
which the first martyrs to our religion 
underwent, and shrink with horror and dis- 
may at the idea of them, it is not, I believe, 
uncommon for them to harrass themselves 
with apprehensions that, if such trials 
had fallen to their lot, they should not 
| have 


; 
i 
: 
1 


however, he thinks that n. 


rat - - 1 faith; 


* elinations and — our evil passions, 
- there i is, ev 


ven in these days, sufficient em. 
ployment for the firmest faith; and he who 


passes through the world blameless now, 
has no reason to doubt his resolution if he | 


had fallen on more turbulent times. If, 
0 ing but extra 
ordinary assistance could possibly carry him : 
through such extraordinary trials, he has 
every reason to suppose that such, if neces· 
sary, would be granted; for God is faithful, 


| <«. who will not suffer us to be tempted above 
** that weare able to bear, but will with the | 


*: « temptation also make a way to escape, 
* that we may be able to bear it“ 

Let us however all be grateful, that we 
have not been, and are not likely to be, called 
to such severe and hazardous proofs of our . 


: \ 
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I faithy PAY us not think it nb to practise SERM. - 

' WH <elf denial in small matters, when we are 

VB | excused from it in matters of 80: much | 

. : importance; ; let us not repine at suffering 

„any losses or afflictions to Which our in- 

4 tegrity may expose us, when we remember 

) hat the noble army of martyrs have en- 

, dured in the same cause; let us carry 

3 them and their pious fortitude in our eye, 1 
and though the necessity, through God's _ ob 
: favour, of following them in the heroism ol 
of their deaths be now no more, we 8 

WM yt in our power to imitate them in the 
purity of their lives; and, if we exert this L 

; power according to the best of our abilities. 1 

i we shall, together with them and the other 

* blessed saints, be removed to that state, 

; where self-denial shall be no more, where, 

having suffered with Christ on earth, we 

| ball reign with him in heaven, where our 


© happiness, as is frequently the case here, 
£ Vor. I. TTT. 
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SERMON _— 


THE ONE THING. | NEEDFUL, 


TS 


Poop Hg" eee, Ns 5 


Tas great use of true wisdom, is to teath 'SERM. 
us to set that value upon the different things IS 
before us which their real importance de- | 
mands. The truly wise man considers 
what will most conduce to his happiness ; 
and, when he discovers what it is, steadily 
pursues it: nor does he suffer any thing to 
divert him materially from the Pursuit. 
Tu We 


| SERM. 


ERM. | bein 
Nr is needful ;—the assertion is conceived in 


short terms, which, when more fully ex- 
plained, signify that there i is one thing of 
such infinitely great consequence that all 
ot hers are, com paratively, of none at all. 
In this discourse, 1 Shall first endeavour to | 
she What this « one thing i is; and, secondly, f 


5 276 b 


their illustrious guest; 


| The one Thing ada. 1 
We are told, i in the text, that one t ung 


what are the inducements to attend to it.— 


What this one thing is, may be discovered 


by considering by whom, and on what oc- 
casion, these words were spoken. The 
speaker was our Saviour — the occasion, 


this: — In nis progress about the country, 
instructing the minds and healing the bo- 


dies Of men, our Lord arrives at a certain : 


village, and enters the house of two pious 


sisters, Martha and Mary; the one of these, 


Martha, entirely employed herself in mak -· 


ing preparations for the entertainment of 
t: while the other, 
** sat at Jesus' feet, and listened at- 

| tentively 


5 


5 — to his- ese The eder SER NM. 
vexed that the whole business of the house = 
fell on her, called out to our Saviour, com- 
plaining of her sister's apparent idleness, 
and requested that he would order her to 
come and assist; ; but Jesus answered "= be 
" Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 
a troubled about many things; s but one 
„thing is needful; and Mary hath chosen 
that good part, which shall not be taken 
© away from her.” The employment, 
therefore, of r, was the one thing 
needful; - and that was—listenin g to the 
words of. the di vine teacher, doubtless with 
a sincere purpose of following his instrue- 
h tions; she was learning the way of life; 
or, in other words, she was taking care 
of her eternal salvation, 

This, then, i is the one thing needful—the 
care of our eternal salvation ; and, in com- 
parison with this, every. thing else is of no 
importance. In what then does this care 
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SE RM. * our Ade po 
— 


we 4 to dos any must, e » ary, 
be earnestly. attentive to know what; our | 


| duty is, and, when known, we must be re- 
solutely disposed to practise it. The know. 
ledge of their duty may be easily attair ; 
by all men ; the seriptures are open to 


every one; in them are contained the con- 
ditions on which we may claim eternal life; 
in them all the virtues which we are to 


 eultivate, and all the sins which we are to 
avoid, are enumerated: the commandments 


of God are there laid down in so plain and 
simple a manner, that we cannet mistake 
them, except by design; we have but ein · 

cerely to endeavour, and we hall be sure 
to understand tùhnen. tak hy 
| But here, perhaps, it may be aid that : 
for want of education, these scriptures are 
in a degree shut up from not a few ami 


vou, - you would be 2 to  5tudy t them, 0 


5 but 


but you bane it not in your power; this is SE RM. 


certainly a misfortune, but it is not with⸗ .. 


out remedy : for the instruction of the 
unlearned in their duty, and for confirming 
those in it to whom it is already known, 
one day in every week is dedicated to the 
service of religion :— 
turns, all have an opportunity of as- 
sembling together at least once in the day 


to worship their God, to hear the holy 


8 the sabbath re- 


XVIII. 


scriptures read, and to have explained and 


enforced upon them some Christian grace 


or moral virtue. 


With this advantage, added to * their 55 
own conscience tells them of what is right 
and wrong, none need be ignorant of what 


it so much concerns them to know; none 
need ever to be in doubt what they ou ight | 


to do, or what to avoid, in order to the ob- 
taining of the kingdom of heaven. 


But then it is necessary that a proper 
use of this advantage should be made — that 
"T4 __"" 


| 
| 
U 


SER M. we bub ouffer-nothing to be us ; om 


XVIII. 


Nw assembling together as often as the Sabbath 


5 


returns, and when we are assembled. that 
ve should dismiss all thoughts of worldly | 
affairs from our minds, and be seriqusly 


and earnestly attentive to what we are 
about. I am not unacquainted with the 


excuse with which some of you satisfy 


yourselves in the a dert af: this important ; 


duty; some say, they have been working c 


hard six days in the week, * stund in 
need of rest on the seventh. 1 DT 
But what! is there e in coming 


to church? in kneeling for a short time, 


worshipping our Maker, and to sit for a 
still shorter, listening to his holy word? 


Is there any labour in returning thanks for 


his kindness during the past week, and i mn 


begging a continuance of it in future ?— 


Lou spend six days in the week, and very 
5 properly do you spend them, in providing 


for yourselves and your families; and will 
you 


providing for your 

What folly: is mis! 'T 

world are but of shor continuance,— those 

of the next are for ever and e 10 is as 

if a man should be extremely industrious 

to make himself happy for a single minute. 
and be entirely indifferent as to what b:. 

came of him the rest of his life. 5 Let us = | 
not, for shame, make this excuse, and be too 
idle to spend one hour in the worshipping 
God on a day which is particularly, both 

5 by religion and the laws of our country, de- 

dicated to his service. Others pretend 
they cannot assist at the morning service, 
they are so much taken up with their house- | 
hold affairs such was not the conduct of 
Mary, which received the commendations 
of our | Redeemer; she neglected even to 


assist in preparing for the entertainment of 
80 divine a guest; she preferred listening to 
his instructions, and chose, as our Lord 


aid. 


A _— that ey n shot 
— taken from her. But, allowing the justice I 
| of this excuse, that some care must be 


Nr. 


eerns, and the remainder might by turns | 

employ themselves in Serving their Maker. 
1 speak this in general; it will not perhaps 
suit all cases; but I leave it to each man's 


ad not be 


ld affairs, and that it is im-. 


taken of he 


possible this should not break in upon y, 
| attendance at church, surely, when you 


msider how short is the time which you 


are detained there; one in a family might be 
deMblent- to axiver ese Houvehitd us 


conscience to tell him whether the ex- 


cuse, on which he absents himself from 
public worship, be a just one. | | 


I will dismiss this subject with one. 
caution—that none of you stay away from 
church, on the supposition that you do 
yourselves no service by coming thither ; 2 


your devotion, perhaps, you have found 


to be cold, your thoughts will wander to 


"TY one Thing * 8 255 1 
worldly. Air, dan. fo not er. or you . | 


scouraged, come again e again; x A. = 
deavour. 10 44 devout, and strive to be 5 . | 7 
instructed, and it may, nay it will, please = 
| God, that by degrees your understandings 
vill be enlightened, and your hearts cor- + 
_ rected and improved; and if it should, how 
cheaply, with only one hour in seven days, 
will you have acquired the ww which 
1s unto salvation! id tobe] 
To proceed; we will suppose es, a a 
man knows his duty; it remains, to make 
his future condition happy, that he add, to 5 
his knowledge, practice; for knowledge 
vithout practice, and faith without works, 
are of no value. As the body without the 
„spirit is dead, 80 faith without works is +, Mi 
dead also.“ In order then, to the effee- i = 
tually securing the one thing needful, we ,- 
must live in the habitual and constant per- 
formance of all those graces and virtues 
TE. 


- advice of our - pious: friends, | 


2 it must not be by fits and star 


most abandoned. 4 suppose, are 


sometimes) it must not be cotifined t the | 


moments of affliction, danger, sie mess, 


and terror; it must not only be at the ap- 
proach of the hour of death, and under ap- 


prehensions of the day of judgment, but in 
the seasons of health also, and prosperity; 


it must be constant and unremitted in all 
| times, and under all circumstances. Tam 


1 


the more particular in dwelling on t 
gularity of devotion, because 1 fear there 


is no mistake into which we are more apt 
to fall, than that of thinking a few single 
fits of piety, at different times of our 

lives, | 


0 


| to be absolutely necessary. * Our Ao dlon 
to God must not only be hearty, but regu 


: 0 when the humour is upon us e 


8 17 


44 


lives, will 


ee e 
piety which is alone valuable, it is 
the habit which alone denotes the principle; | 


and without it we may certainly conclude, | 


that the virtue has taken no root in our 


hearts. Let ue then cultivate this habit 
of piety; 3 let us t nev | 
jections, to join with: our brethren in pub- 


lic worship; and let us also be equally con- 


stant in our own private devotions; let no 


| hurry of business, no call of pleasure, pre- 
vail on us to neglect them: we may not 


at first be sensible of the benefit, but our 


hearts by degrees will be softened, and our 
prayers will be registered in heaven against 
that day, when we shall be amply con- 
vinced of our prudence and wisdom, in 
having taken care of the one thing need 
ful. But, besides this performance of our 
duty towards God, there is, in order to 


our 


er omit, on slight ob- 
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ennl our attainment of the nete 
8 : 


The time will not admit that 1 


cultjes are pretended about it, yo I will. 
venture to say that a man's own conscience 


universally tell him when he observes, "On 


; duty towards our neighbour also 
form. This duty is briefly | um 
in that most excellent and compre 
Precept J 


nou shalt do unto others, as 
« thou wouldest they should do unto thee,” 


enter into an explanation of this rule, but 
it is of so simple A nature that it Is the 
less necessary; and though some diffi. 


is the best in terpreter of it, and will almost 


when he transgresses 0 2705 RI OR 
Let us then be attentive, in all our con- 
cerns with our neighbour, to this rule; let 
let us ever carry it in our eye, for without it 
all our piety to God will avail us nothing; 
whatever prayers and praises, and however 
often we may put them up to the throne 
of — we shall ens but as Sounding 
brass 


last great day we shall find, to our cost, 8 


| m — e 


' Hank 8 ao mat is one TR 8 
needful is the care of our eternal unn. | 
and that this care consists in being hearty 
regular, and constant, both in our public Q 
and private devotions, and also in ob: 
serving towards our neighbour, in all our 
concerns with him, that conduct which we 
would: wish him to observe towards us, I : 
now proceed, in the second place, to show 
what are the inducements.to attend to It;— 
they are seen at the first view. By at- 
tending to the one thing needful, we shall 
be for ever happy — by neglecting it, we 
shall be for ever miserable. Words to 
this effect we hear 80 often repeated, from 
our very. infancy, that, from being s0 very | 
common to us, they do not make that im- 


pression which their strict truth and great 
_ awful- 


g eee 21 at; the Sa 


= 7 DR IO dem . l all: 1 4 *  to-believe 1 
„„ them, yet how little A do 1ey obtain f 
* on the lives of manyl The truth is, that y 
Ve do. not allow them due const EF 
= oi we do not bring them home to us, either 0 
a frequently enough; we coldy M « 
admit them as speculative truths, but for- 

| get how essentially we ourselves are in? 'n 
|  terexted in tern sa h debe pow : # 
e sible that any pleasures, riches, or honours; Wl | 
MW which can only endure three or four. score i 
| years, the length of the longest life, should i i 
5 ever tempt us to forfeit an eternity of hap: . 1 
| | piness, and hazard an eternity of misery! 8 
g The wisest man, and he who had apparently 0 
| 


the greatest means of happiness, and | Who 


had experienced all sorts of the pleasures 0 

; of this life, confessed that—all was vanity = 

PER 1 vexation of spirit! But if it were 2 

ww1ͤů n if a man could be really blest in 3 

1 1. world, yet what proportion does a few. f 

* _ 58 hold with an eternity? If the a 

1. 5 | 58 - riches F 
| 


1 or Wee were e to bee for ever, \- 


we sbould e enn. 


obtain them; Int Woke lor aught we 
know, they "OP; de taken away the ne & 
ent, an ongest, will. eval 


«tantly on . them, Vale inner will "; 
be called to a strict account for the manner 
in which. they were obtained. and. everlast- 
ingly . punished, if it were 80 unrighteous 


means, what name, but madness, can we 


give to such conduct But, cant the plea 
of madness will not be allowed: men 
know, or at least might know, what they 
ought to do and what avoid, and they have 
the power of choosing between them ;—life 
and death are before them—and if they 
Will, with their eyes open, voluntarily pre- 
fer the latter, the consequences of their 
absurd choice will Justly fall on their own 
heads. 1 , a RR Ve 
Vor. I. T. can- 
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. * better, than 17 ee, to your 1 0 ds! wat 

9 setting before you, that N 
as it is in scripture Anh e ss and 
terror, which those, who have taken care 
of the one thing needful, 
much tranquility and confidence as those, 


| ill meet witha as 


who have ape it; will with shame and 


consternation.— The day of E 
% will come, in the which hui; PERS 
« Shall pass away with a great noise. and 
e the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat; the earth also, and all the works 


4 that are therein, shall be burnt up; the 


. sun shall be darkened, and the moon 


turned into blood, and all the powers of 
Fe heaven shaken :—then. shall the Son of 
Man come in his glory, and all the h. ly 
ec angels with him; and he shall sit upon | 


the throne of his glory; before him shall 


.£ be gathered all the nations of the earth; 


L. and he shall separate them one from 


another as a « chephend divides his sheep 


: ; ec "wow 


10 abeey on his ag ds wt the goats 


« on his left; and he shall say to them on 
| — Come, ye blessed of my 
« Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
ee you from the foundation of the world. 
« And he Shall say unto them on bis left 


band Depart from me ye cursed into 


XVIII. 
. 


c ' everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
« and his angels; and these shall go into 


cc everlastin g punishment, but the righteous 


* into life eternal.” 
With this deseription rest my cause, 


as I am well convinced, that whoever gives 


himself time to consider it, however he 


may be prompted by passion to deny, will 
be forced by reason to confess, that the care 


of his salvation is the one thing, which i is 


and exclus si vey needful. 
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Set thine bouse in order, for tbou sbalt die, 


„„ and not live. CN 


1 . — * - * 


death is the only passage from this world — 
to the next. This awful event is us 


preceded by a course of sickness, of longer 
or shorter continuance ; and during this 


7 


gickness we are called on to the tice | 


- 


of some particular 
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1 men once to die; SE RM. 


XIX. 


ml. partly plant; some of them relate 


to our concerns im ti is world, and have for 


3 Fo 


their object our fellow · creature: some re. 


late to the state to which we are going, and 


have for their object G God, and the e ent 1 


Pia. 


of our souls. 5 

I shall treat, in the first be of those 
temporal duties which it is necessary that 
the sick man should fulfill. Now many of 


these to a certain degree, and some alto- 


gether, should be performed during health; 
but as the generality of mankind are too 
apt to neglect them at that season, it be- 
comes the more highly requisite that they 
1 should make all the amends i in their power, 
; when they perceive their end approaching. 
The first of these duties i is justioe: under 


Which is comprehended the pay ment of 


dur debts, the disposal of the remainder of 
our fortune, and the intreating pardon, and 


# " , 
Y yr ho x a 4 * cing 
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able- to those who 
we have injured: VVV 
No debts. — be a at -avy | 
| time, which there is the slightest chance 
that we may not be able to pay. It is not 
allowable for us to reckon with certainty FE 
upon "ing to such a period, and going in | 
debt on the strength of that . expectation, | 
when we are conscious, that if we die be · 4 
fore, our creditors will lose by having 2 
trusted us. 1 wil suppose, therefore, that 


when a person comes to be attacked with a 


dangerous disease, he is, as he ought to be, 
fully able to answer all demands upon him. 
one of the first things, then, which he 
should do, is to discharge these demands, 5 | 
and where this is impossible to be done on | 
| the instant, f to take all proper measures to | 
Secure their bein g discharged with expedi- 
tion. If there are any debts, which are only | 

known to himself and the party to whom _ 


Us: - a 


8 em deere m 


respectable witnesses. a restore 40 wk 
neighbour what he has wronged him of, is 
another duty of the sick man. This; indeed 
ought to have been done in health, 
fur it will avail at the close of life, it would 
be great presumption to determine; how. 
ever, if it has been neglected before, It is 
"the more highly necessary to have recourse 
to it then; it is all that is left for us, and 
there can be no hope of God's favour with · 
out it, it may possibly be attended with 
great difficulty ; but if men will de amis, 
they must take the consequences of their 
wickedness — the difficulty 0 making 
amends must not deter them from trying 
to do it, and if they are at a loss to knew 
how themselves, they must take the advice 
of sensible and honest friends, == 
In some cases, perhaps, this restitution 


may greatly diminish what we might lere 


is 
e 


„ 


= on on I: 


restitution of what we wron gfully- p 


— e + l mim has told 
us, that he visits the injquition of the, pa- 


rents on the c 


| be made, since what 1 been unjustly ac 
quired is very often eicher dissipated in 


extravagance; or t. 


from us by God's | 


withdrawing his protection from our con- 
cerns; when this happens, it is our duty 
to feel and to express sorrow and contri- 


tion, and to make all due ene 


ments to the parties injured. 


Next to the payment of our debts, and 


4 x "Pp 


follows 


A 5 : ; 
| 7 — 


\ Aid: here . me eee exhort _ 
all e who. VERO y goods t 


ry to the dee bit to * * 1 now. 
to be 80. necessary, in the time of healtn 
and strength, when their memory is un- 
impaired, and their judgment 8 rong and 4 ; 
sound. It may be, they know it may be, that Y 
the next moment may number them vi : 
the ä stressed-condi- 
tion may they then leave those hat are the 5 
nearest and dearest to them! But suppos- 
ing that they should have some warning ; 
allowed them, the hour of sickness is not 
à proper hour for business of this kind; : 


the terrors and wearisomeness, the pain, 
the anxiety, - which that period usually 5 
brings with it, will find us sufficient em- 
ployment. Besides, who knows but their 
faculties may be so weakened as to render 

them = 


| thaw with do: well to 
interested advisers, and not to trust en 
tirely to themselves, much less to those 
who. are interested to mislead-them. It is 
not practicable-to give any general counsel 
on the manner in which your. worldly sub- 
| Stance should be disposed of — - particular 
circumstances preclude - any rules from 


should be allowed to prevail to 


tion; not what it would please us to de. 
but what justice and demand 
from us, should regulate and govern otir 
ing. T whose fortunes will - 
low it, after they have taken care of t 
own families, and have considered those 
who have reasonable expectations on them. 


* 


5 —— 
F 


to make all the atonement in their power, 
to those whom they know that they have 


bent on us, is doubtless more peculiarly so 
at the approach 
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E eonciliation. 


e n 
sulted une ee must sincerely ask his for 


giveness; and seek with kim a thoreu 
And while we are endeavour- 
ing to appease those whom we have injured,” | 
we must, in our turn, be ready to pard 
those who have injured us: to retain our re. 8 
sentment at such a time, would be to el 


7 — 


rish a temper of mind very unfit for that 


place, to which we are to hope we are going; 
It is right like wise not only to subdue all 
anger in our own minds, bnt to give some 


outward token of it either to the parties 


eie = then 
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| ” 
7 ” * 4 4 — * 
5 1 e 4 
* { C 1 . . 8 
5 - 2 5 PW 
4 1 | ; 1 . 
ä 5 p . -* £4 2 . 
Y LY * wt of - N . 


themaelyes, wi ohave offended us, orif + that 8 * 1 


ations, . n from | | 


too apt to be accomp⸗ 


more care, kill, nk dexterity, than they - 


are capable of exerting. 
This is a propensity which it is our - duty 
to do our best to overcome, and that for 


various - reasons in the first place, it in- 


Creases 


1 is more peculiarly necessary to 
pres the first of these, because sickness is 
ned with peevishness 

and impatience, to cause us to imagine 
things amiss beyond what they really are, 


. ereases our on red atience 
* * and resignation Wann 1 
. _ Secondly, it is ver Lumas Triends, to 
wWuhose cares we ought to ieee. are 
obliged; ho go. through 80 fa - 


tiguing and disagreeable an en. op gur 


ns ior rvice. 
|  Seasonable advice to those around us, in 
our dying hours, drawn from our own. 86 
tuation, and adapted to theirs, is, as I ob- 
| gerved, a duty particularly incumbent on 


| us. The time is awful, and the hearts of 
] the dying person's friends are commonly 
deeply touched, and open to any impres - 


sion, which, in his last words, he may wish - 

to make upon them: this is an opparh pe 

. ; _— which ought not to be neglected. 2 7 5 
| ought to represent to them what will, full 
surely. be his own gt the vanity and 

| empti. 


N 
| 
| 
| 
? 
j : 
| 


Ne with which hers now looks back 0 e. 
any worldly xcquirements > mM: 
have made, on any worldly | accomplish- 
ments which. he may have possessed; the 
recollection .of having been Ae and 
constant in the performance of his duty 
towards G oe —just and charitable according 
to his means, in his behaviour towards his 
: fellow-oreatures — and sober, chaste, ad 
temperate, in his own. personal conduct. — 
he will assure them, are now his only com- 
forts ;—on the other hand, if unhappily he 

has not this to say, he may tell them, for 
he will full certainly experience it, of the 
remorse which he feels for the sins of 
Which he has been guilty, and for the va- 
rious virtues which he has omitted and 
how very different a course of life he wil! 
pursue in future, if it should please God 
to restore him to health. Let him not 
fear to declare this resolution, from the 
vor. I. * : ͤð ĩu 0 


bas e 
| be recovers he ch 
i intere Soy in it; and perkips' t erin 
—_ declared his intentious, may be one 
of 3 him to them in ee 
5 5 is recovery. ee FORT: 


They who are i may « ay woch more 
than what I have recommended, but al! 
may say this; all may say, how much Plea- 8 
sure the recollection of their good actions | 
5 gives them, and how much concern and | 

terror the remembrance of their vices ; 

all may recommend the former, and ear- 

nestliy conjure those who are around them 
to avoid the latter. The good may thus 

EF confirm the virtuous. impression Which 
1 5 their lives have made on their friends, 
M by this counsel at their deaths ; and the 
wicked may in some measure (at least it 
is all which they can do) weaken the bad | 
effects of the past vicious example Which 
. e 
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which have for: their object God and 
salvation of his on soul; but this I mut 
reserve for a future opportunity, _ 
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VIII. LATTER PART OF v. 1. „ 
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et thine house in order, for thou shalt die. 
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Ix a . te discourse on this text, I pro ed = 


- ; . { . . . - XX. . 
| to point out the principal duties incumbent ., 3 
| on us in the hour of sickness, These, IE. 


observed. were of two kinds, temporal ann 


Spiritual; the first relating to our fellow. e 
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creatures, t 
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| On the Duties 11 the Sick. 


5 A 4 — res I have. already Ja 
5 5 a vou; to those due from us to Jod, and 
wen ide for their object the calvation 15 
e our souls, I ohall. beg your attention at 


8 present. RATES Sg l 5 Ter 47 1 e 2 
1 The first of chere whith I shall mention | 
7 As 5 ſs patience. This virtue is the more neces- : 


Sary for us to practise, inasmuch as wich- 


out it we shall be totally unable to prac· 
tise any other. Turbulence or des pond · 
ency under our pains and danger will 
equally unfit us eitlier for performing, wy © 
= even perceiving, what We ought to do. 
- To be resigned to our afflictions, be they 
of what kind they may, is likewise the ex · 
press command of God, and that in such 

a multitude of places in the scripture, that 


it is not necessary to mention them in 


a 
Et + Ber 


conformity with this command. all 
most eminent personages whose history is 3 
recorded in the sacred "writings were re- 

5 * mary 


m E wi their pint ab TY 


4 n, to * 1 onila, with which | 
er ess 1 -the' mag loathsome and 
he: eupport. nimself bee * The Baabe 
lection of the past blessings, which he had 
enjoyed, engaged his gratitude more than | 
his present sufferings excited his affliction, ; 

Shall we receive good (exclaimed he) „ 
the hands of God, and shall we. not. re- 
ceive evil?” You have not forgot the 
resigned answer of Eli to the prophetic 
threatnings of Samuel :—** It is the Lord, 
„ let*'him do what math; him good.” 
Indeed this conside: —that our suffer - 
ing is n God, as it should reconcile us 

X 4 N to 


a” 


« which he bestowed, even then ought 1 we. 
« to bend submissively to his AGeeree tay. | 
But patience under the pains of sickness 
"I 
also, and that both with regard to this 
world and the next. Fo fret, to repine, : 
to give encouragement either to peevish- 
ness or despondency, will greatly increase 
any evil with which we may be afflicted; * 
and more particularly sickness; while, by 


an opposite W we may frequently 
alle · 


* * . 5 2 8 0 vl « 


G when it ple 1 FE 90 


our substance, to cross us in Sur Wed 
expectations, and to snatch from us 6 


nearest connexions ; but wh 


E 
of scripture, 8 be puts for h his h 


* touches our bone and our Resh, at T 


«threatens to take from us that PD. eath 


is not only our duty, it is our in eres 


at & 


at not on ay in idea, but ge No 


Meuse, wit h a * * 
here are Fen le - of. veliig converted into 
the greatest e to us hereafter by our 
conduct” under them; and of all proper 
conduct, resignation is the ground and 
foundation. Another duty which I shall . 
mention as necessary for the sick to exen 
cise, is self. examination. This is required 
of us at certain seasons during the whole 
course of our lives, but it is more parti- 
cularly our duty, when the last opportunĩty 
of making our peace with God is apparently | 
arrived; then, especially, it behoves us to 
search what sort of persons we are, and ; 
what is our chance of eternal salvation,— 
This self examination is made by compar- 
ing our conduct with the rule of our duty ; 
by asking ourselves, whether we have been | 
habi n pious towards God ? whether we 

by | have | 


% 


ve towards us; whether we 


* 


just, charitable, gentle, forgiving- 
melancholy task; but this ought. to be a 
strong argument with us not to act wrong. 
consequences and it is better f | 
the most bitter remorse, 


2 


the most alarming terrors in 


stiſle all thought and reflection, a 
with all our unrepent 


eads. „5 3 


* . 


7 


F : E 4 * . 5 . : 
FS ; 25 8 5 : 4 F * 0 5 » . » 4 : 
in some . CASES, where the ME 
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to reform our lives, Xx 
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all that is left for: hit 
he can; proper behaviour at this awful | 


- 


riod. will n! better his situation. and 
cannot make it worse; but what I mean 
is, that it would be the height of ne and | 


— 


BY 
1 
* 4 


F presumption to trust to it entirely. 
The repentance exercised at our lab t 
end, ought only to be the more s lemn 
completion of what we have lived in the 
constant habit of before. Entreaty for 
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